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70 LORD NOR T H., 


One of his MA] E 8 TY's SECRATARIES 


of STATE. 


My Lo RD, 
VOR Office in the State has 


rendered you as conſpicuous 
to the people of this Nation, as the a- 
chievements carried on under your Ad- 
miniſtration have made you famous 
over all EUROPE. Your Name and 
Tranſactions will ſtand recorded in 
Hiſtory, with a peculiar Emphaſis. 
It is on account of this, my Lord, 
that I have taken the freedom of in- 
{cribing this Volume of SERMONS 
to you, that under the ſanction of fo 
remarkable a name, theſe Diſcourſes 
might be more generally received in 
the 


R 
the World than they would have 
been, were they publiſhed under 


| the mere ſignature of the Author, —- | 
| For though, my Lord the name of | 
ü Murrap, as times go, is far from being 


a name of little conſideration in 
many /pecial reſpetts, yet as the Au- 
| thor has never figured in any public 
3 walk of life, he was afraid to truſt to 
a name without firſt doing ſome- 
| thing that might be worthy of it. 
: Under the Patronage of your name, 


Exigit monumentum ere perennius re- 


| galique fitu pyramidum altius; for, | 
| your Lordſhip's name, my Lord, will 


not ſoon be forgotten. 


THESE Sermons may ſerve for an 
amuſement when your Lordſhip 
retires from the weighty and fa- 

| tiguing ſtudies of the State ; or w hen. 

you. 


CY 


al 


OY 


1 you divert your mind from the hurry 
1 of buſineſs by enjoying the ſweats 
of the Country. They may ſuggeſt 


{ome uſeful hints to refreſh your me- 
mory concerning things that are paſt, 
and inform you of what is yet 


To coME. All the reward the 


Author deſires for this Dedication 


is, that your Lordſhipwill be pleaſed 
to read theſe Sermons, and recom- 
mend chem to your Friends. 


Multa petentibus 


Deſunt Wultn. Bene eſt cui Deus ob- 


tulit 


Parca quod ſatis eſt manu. 


J am, 
Your Lok DSsHIP's humble ſervant, 


JAMES MURRAY. 
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Mars xvi. 15. 


And be ſaid unto them, Go ye into 


all the Worla, and preach the Goſpel 70 
every Creature. | 


$ the words that follow are a little 
IX uncourtly, I have left them our, 
leſt my audience, by being diſguſted in 
the beginning of my diſcourſe, ſhould nor 
be diſpoſed to give attention to what 1 
have to ſay in the following parts there- 
of. The words of the text are the words 
of our Lord and Saviour Iusus CHRIST, 
who had lately riſen from the dead, and 
was declared to be the Son of God with 


A - Power. 
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92 


power. He had now finiſhed a work 
which all the hoſts in Heaven, and men 
upon earth, by their united wiſdom and 

power could not have performed: 
He had given a greater diſplay of the 


divine attributes, than had hitherto been 


ſeen in all the works of creation and 
providence. By fulfilling righteovineſs 
and pleaſing God, —by magnitying the 
law and making it honourable, —and by 


hewing the harmony between . juſtice. 


and mercy in the forgiveneſs of the n- 
godly, he had now laid a ſure founda- 


tion of Pren ching peace to the worthleſo 


of ail ranks and degrees in the world. 
e had laid the foundation of publiſhing 

mercy to menkind m his own blood, 
and has thereby iolly ihewn, that, withi- 

out thedding of blood, there would have 


been no remiſſion of fin, Perhaps it 
may appear ſtrange to my noble audience, 


that a perſonage of ſo mean a viſible cha- 
racer in the world, ſhould have pre— 
tended to perform fuch e 
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works, _ claim ſuch prerogatives as 
JEsus of Nazareth did, and ſtill dotl:. 
It is, my es exceeding ſtrange and 


wonderful, beyond even che compre- 


henſton of all the cabinets in Europe. 
It is amazing that a God, Who can 
make a world by his word, ſhould _ 
been at fo much pains with this gi 

and corrupt W orld, a3 to ſend his beloy - 


Son to die for it. Your Highneſs 


and your Reverences mult remember, 


and ye ought to know, that all mankind. 


were ia actual rebellion againſt the So— 
ereign of hearen and earth: they Hit 
mer e his law, then hated bim, 


and purſued the coarſe of their rebe “- 


lion with uarelentiag malignity. Is it not 
amazing that Omnipotence did not puniſh 
them for their rebellion, and for ever 


exclude them from al} hopes of mercy. 


and favour ?. That mitead of pur- 


3 


{1ing them, according to the ſttictneſs. 


of law and jaſtice, in their OWN pertons, 


he was pleaſed in mercy to accept of an 


atonemert 


ton 48 


W 
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atonement from his own Son, whom he 
ſent into the world on purpoſe to ſave 
them? Before he drove the firſt man 
out of paradiſe, which he had forfeited, 
he was mercifully pleaſed to make a 
better proviſion for him, and to reſtore 
him to a more glorious ſtate of liberty; 
—And, my Lords, what is ſtill more 


ſtrange, to free his enemies from the 


fear of his indignation, he put his be- 


loved Son to grief, and mortal forrow. 


* Jt pleaſed J EHOVAH to bruiſe him and 


57% him to grief; ohen he (hall mahe his 
8 , 


forl an Hering for fin, he ſhall ſee his ſeed. 
By his knowledge ſhall my righteous ſer- 


vant juſtify many, for he ſha!l bear their 


intguities. All this is fo ſarprizing, that 


you never heard any of thing like it in 


the annals of time. The great, ſupreme, 


_ omnipatent JEHOVAH, who created this 


univerſe by 2 word out of nothing, and 


uo cornts the nations as a drop of a 
bucket, and as the ſmall duſt in the ba- 


lance, could have deſtroyed all ſinners 
— with 


your vengeance and indignation ? 
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with a word, as well as he made the 
world thereby. But he is merciful and 
gracious, flow to anger, and of great kind- 
neſs ; he pours not out all his anger at 
once, becauſe be delights in mercy. You 
are ſurprized, are you not, to hear of 
ſo much niercy in a Being poſſeſſed of 


abſolute power, and authority? Truely it 


is a rare thing; a thing not to be met 


with where pride prevails ; it is not be 


found in the kingdoms of this world. 


And it is a good reaſon why uo men 
fhould have abſo!ute power and autho— 


rity over others, becauſe they are not 


poſſeſſed of a ſufficient degree of mercy 
to regulate that power. Suppoſe, my 


Lords, you had as much might as you 
have inclination, what would become 


of thoſe whom you account your ene- 
mies? Would you imitate the Almigh> 


ty, in forgiving their offences and ſhew- | 
ing them mercy? Or, would you not 
rather chooſe to exert your power in 
making them feel the heavy effects of 


- The - 
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The Saviour who uttered theſe words 
in our text, is a kind, gracious, and mer— 
ciful Lord ; he has ſhewn his kindneſs 
by the mot expreſſive actions cf benevo- 


lence and regard; he has borne our gricfs, 


and carried dur ſorrows ; and by his o- 


bedience unto death, he hath obtained 


cternal redemp! ion for men; in whoſe 
name, and for whoſe fates and intereſts, 


he appears as an high price over the 


houſe of Go p in heaven, to manage all 
their ſpiritual concerns thro? ine unto 
eternity, He is now, my Lords, in hea - 


ven, at the right-hand of God, exalted 


in our nature, as the Redeemer of ſinſul 
creatures ; b at before he took his leave 


of this world, in which he was very il. 


treated by many people of zour rank and 
charafter, he was pleaſed to leave his 


bleſſing behind him, and charged his A- 
poſtles to go through the world and pub- 
liſh it to all ranks of Human creatures, of 

Wich you: of my audience are a part. 

1am 05 ng to Dew firſt, What that 

goſpel, 
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goſpel, which the Apoſtles preached de- 


clares concerning human creatures, and 


what it reveals unto them ſized to their 
characters. Secondly,—-Shew that ſuch 
as preazh the Apoſtolic goſpel have a right 
to preach it to all human creatures. 1 
{hail ſhew laſtly, That there are /ome hu- 
man creatures, that are net the creatures 


of God. Fir/t, I ſhall ſhew what the 


goſpel, which the Apoſtles preached, 
declares concerning all human creatures. 

I. It declares that they are all /nful 
creatures, The Apoitle informs us that 
the Scriptures hath concluded all under 


fin; ſo there is no reaſon for one man 


to deſpiſe another. Though perhaps 
every man's tranſgreſſions are not alike 
aggravated with circumſtances of crimi- 
nality, nor committed with the ſame ar- 
dent deſire of finning ; and on that ac- 
count are leſs heinous, than the fins of 
thoſe who offend wilfully, greedily, and 
maliciouſly ; yet all ſins, in the pure eye 


of the Almighty, deſerve ſuch a puniſh- | 
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ment, as would everlaltingly ruin thoſe 


who commit them. Before the goſpel. 


reforms the hearts of men, they are in 
the ftride/? ſenſe of the word ſinners; 


they are guilty and condemned ſinners, 


under ſentence of death by the authority 
of God's holy and righicous law. What- 
ever may be the difference with regard 
to men's political characters, and the ex- 
ternal form of their converſation, they 


have all but one general character in the 


eſteem of truth, and that is the character 
of ſinners and unbelievers. Till ſuch 
time as men believe the goſpel, they 
never can have a good moral character. 
So far as the eyes of men can per- 


ceive, they may paſs as blameleſs in 


the world, but the motives and ſprings 


of action will ever be impure till the ſoul. 
be ſanctified by the truth. A truly good 


moral charader takes in more than at 


ſirſt we are aware of: it comprehends 


the inward ſentiments of the heart being 
conformed to ihe ſpirit of the law of 
| God, 


- * 
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God, as well as its outward adtions are 
conformable to the letter thereof. Am- 
bition, pride, the love of fame, and 
even ſelfiſhneſs, may make men do ſome 
uſeful ations, which are better done 
than undone, and may anſwer ſome 
good purpoſes in ſociety: But while 
theſe actions do not proceed from love 
to God and truth, they are in reality 


only vices coloured over with the ſem- 
| blage of virtue. Liſten, my Lords, to 


what the royal Pſalmiſt fays upon this 


ſubject; Thou defrre/t truth inthe inward 
. part, and in the hidden part Thou wil! 
_ make me to know wiſdom. Theſe words, 
as they are expreſſed by the lips of roy- 
alty, cannot but have a due weight with 
thoſe who are fond of approaching ſo near 


it, who baſk in its beams, who are nou- 


; rithed by its influence, who live by its fa- 


vour, and who would be phantoms with - 
out it. Truth in the heart is neceſſary to 
form a good moral charact er; for where 


poet and deceit rule or orevall how- 


a * cver 


10 SERMONS To 


ever fair the outward form of the ac- 
tion or the character may appear, it is 
evil in the fight of Him who ſees the 
heart. Human nature, in its univerſal 
character, is perhaps neither much berter 
ror worſe now, than it has been in for- 
mer ages of the world; the hiſtory of 
this world, and the kingdoms thereof, 
ſhews that it has been continually 
lying in wickedneſs. It has not grown 
better by age, nor more holy by im- 
provement; the goſpel finds the peo- 
ple of this world, as much enemies to 
its pure doctrines and ordinances, in the 
preſent polite age of improvement, as 
in the times of Gothic ignorance 
and ſuperſtition. The preſent age, when 
compared with thoſe times of ignorance 
and barbarity, is ſomething like the 
man's houſe who was driven to the tombs 
by the devils; it is ſwept and garniſh- 
ed, but there are ſtill devils in it, even 
worle than the firſt, What confirms 
this 5 obſervation | is, that the honeſty and 
implicity 
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ſimplicity, which the goſpel teaches, are 
as much abhorred and neglected as c- 
ver; and the crimes that it forbids and 
condemns, are as greedily purſued, under 
the preſent forms of religion, as in the 
very times of heathen idolatry. Rome, 
the then miſtreſs of the world, when the 
Apoſtle Paul wrote his epiſtle to a church 
in that city, though ſhe did not profeſs 
Chriſtianity, abounded with politeneſs; 
yet we find that the higheſt characters 
there were tyrants, laſcivious, inconti- 
nent and abominable. Ineedonly refer my 
audience to the firſt chapter of the epiſ- 
tle ot the Apoſtle Paul to the Romans, to 
convince them of the truth of the above 
obſervation, But there muſt be abo- 
minable falſchoods told of the metropo- 
lis of this Iſland, notwitbſtanding the 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity that is made in 
it by authority, if all the fins that were 
committed in Rome, are not to be found 

therein, purſued as openly and in as 
_ great abundance as In that heathen 


City. 
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city» The nearer that we approach te 
ſome great offices, where virtue ought 
to adorn autherity, and where dignity 


- ought to be a terror to vice, there fin 


reigns triumphant, and laſciviouſneſs 
without bluſhing is purſued in open 


day. Even within the purlieus of that 
part of the town, where the thonghts of 


the preſence of majeſty ought to awe 
the ſinner, the whoriſh woman, inſtead 


of waiting till the twilight, aſſaults the 


unwary ſtranger in the face of the ſun. 


T ſhall ſay nothing of thoſe works of 


wantonneſs, which are performed in maſ- 


querade, in places of public entertain- 
ment; your Lordſhips, if you pleaſed, 


could inform the ignorant how voluptu- 
ouſneſs reigns, and laſciviouſneſs keeps 


its court in theſe nocturnal aſſemblies. — 


Where the idle, the wanton and the 
gay, peers and profligates, fools and 
fortune-hunters, waſte their precious 
time, — In doing what? In waſting their 
labſtance, Cecelying their neighbonrs, 

diſhonouring 
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diſhonouring God, and ruining their 
own fouls. May I not then ſay in the 


words of a mighty king, (for I ſhall offer 


no mean authorities to- my noble audi- 
ence) Every one of them is gone back, 
they are altogether become filthy ; there is 


none that doth good ; no, not one f. This 


brings me to obſerve in the ſecond 
place 


II. That the goſpel declares that men 
are vile creatutes. By ſin men are not 
only guilty and liable ro puniſhments, 
but their hearts are vile, their charac- 
ters are polluted. Sin is a loathſome diſ- 
eaſe that corrupts the moral faculty, 
and ſtains both ſoul and body. No- 
thing can be more vile in a rational crea- 
ture, than to be a ſlave to /u/2 and inor- 
 dinate appetites ;—when the noble facul- 

ties of the mind are made dupes to bodily 


feelings, which are createdby habit, and 


ſtrengthened by repetition, a manisthen 
acting in a character below any other 


animal. Whatever Is the object of the 


appetite 


+ Pſal. li. Ze 


14 SERMONS To 


appetite, when it is inordinately purſued, 
ir debaſes and corrupts the mind. 
Some men's ſouls defile their bodies, 
and other men's bodies corrupt their 
minds. By bad education à perſon may 
be brought to a manner of thinking that 
may lead him to actions of the worſt 
kind, agd make him uſe his bodily func- 
tions to the vileit of purpoſes, which, 
fromthe natural conſtitution of the body, 
he would not have been ſo readily incli- 
ned to, had he not put his thoughts or 
principles in practice, and formed new 
| habits which at laſt become natural. In 
others, the ſtrong propenſity of animal 
deſires corrupt the mind. This hap- 
pens when men do not exerciſe their mo- 
ral faculty with vigour, to reſtrain the 
impulſe of bodily appetites when they de- 
| fire gratification beyond the bounds of 
right reaſon and divine lews. Men 
are endowed with reaſon and conſcience, 
in order to regulate their actions 
thereby, and to reſtrain all unrea- 

ſonable 
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ſonable animal inclinations; but if the 
exerciſe of theſe powers are abated when 
the animal feeling is moſt craving, and is 
moſt earneſt in ſeeking gratification, the 
animal deſire will prevail over the moral 
faculty, and by enjoying its object cor- 
rupt the mind ; which after frequent 
repetition, will debelitate the powers of 
the ſoul, and form a ſort of deſire to 
comply when the appetite returns. 
This happens in ſome meaſure to all 
men who ſin againſt the dictates of their 
own conſciences, and are not ſtrenuous 
in reſiſting ſinful pleaſures at firſt. Let 
the appetite be what it will, it will pro- 
duce the ſame effect in ſtaining the ſoul, 
though perhaps not in the ſame degree. 
I ſhall give your Lordſhips an example 
of both theſe pollutions — With regard 
to the firſt, when a perſon has no natu- 
ral propenſity to the uſe of wine, nor 
any animal deſire to drink as much as 
will intoxicate him, yet by working his 
mind into ſuch a tone of tought as that 


it 
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it is faſhionable to learn to get drunk, 
may, by beginning the faſhion, ſtrength- 
en the appetite, ſo as to make it neceſſary 
to it, and thereby he may become a per- 
fect wine-bibber and habitual drunkard. 


With regard to the ſecond, we have au 


example in thoſe who, being only puſhed | 
by ſome animal deſire, purſue ſome cer- 
tain pleaſures, which diſtract the human 
mind.---1his is often the caſe with thoſe, 
who know that wine will make them 
frantic if they drink any quantity, but 
yet have not fortitude to reſtrain their 
appetite, though by indulging it, they 
may both endanger their own lives and 


thoſe of their friends. There is alſo a 


complex vileneſs which ariſes from a 
mixture of paſſion and appetite; when 


the mind and body mutually concur in 
committing ſinful actions; —when the 


paſſions inflame the appetites, and the 
appetites or animal defires, add fuel to 
the paſſions; as for example a revenge- 
ful perſon oftentimes gets drunk to qua- 


fy 
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lify him to execute his revenge. Some 
of my auditors, perhaps know all theſe. 
in practice better than I can deſcribe 
them; but it certainly ſhews that hu- 
man nature, by ſome means or other, is 
become exceedingly vile, and ſtands 
much need of a thorough reformation. 


There is ſomething in all fin of an 


ugly nature, and ſinners in ſcripture are 
delineated by very vgly epithets and 
figures of language, without any regard 
to the dignity of the ſinner ; for in reali- 
ty ſin takes away all dignity ſrom a man, 
and renders him truely baſe.—And ac- 
cording to the rank and condition of the 
| ſinner, he is ſo much the more ugly, be- 
cauſe the rank and condition ofthe ottend- . 
er makes it more unbecoming in him to 
offend. If he is a perſon of high rank he 
_ ought to know better, and behave with 
more propriety. Drunkenneſs is a vile 
thing in a clown, but it would appear 
horridly ugly 1 in a magiſtrate; ; theft is 
baſe even in a poor man, but it is hor- 
EE” ridly 
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ridly abominable in a man of fortune: 
ſo that it is plain, the ſtation and 
condition of a ſinner adds to the viie- 
neſs of his character. It was a vile action 
in Pontius Pilate to condemn our Savi- 
our; but it was ſuperlatively baſe in 
the Hizh Prięſt to ſolicit his crucific- 
tion. If a Curate was to take a bribe, it 
would be an ugly thing; but if a Biſhop 
was to do it would poiſon a whole Church. 
The goſpel declares that all ranks of 
men are vile; for they are all gailty, and 
vilenels conſtantly attends guilt, There 
iz much honeſty in the goſpel, my Lords, 
it flatters no man, though it is good to 
all, An honeſt preacher will not wink 
at the crimes of nobility, more than the 
ſins of the common people; he will per- 
ceive and mark the ſpots in the gar- 
ter, as well as the ſtains of thoſe in ſack- 
cloth. He will not be aſhamed nor afraid 
to point out the unbecoming ſteps of thoſe 
who ſhould be examples to others, more 
than the errors of telowand inconſiderate 
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yulgar. The goſpel knows no diſtinction 
in pointing out fin, nor does it pay any 
regard to the gold-ring or the gay cloth- 
ing. It fays, till ſuch time as they deny 
themſelves and take up their croſs and 
follow Chriſt, that they have all gone 
aſtray and the wrath of God abideth on 
them; be not offended at the expreſſions 
for they are the words of the Holy Ghoft, 
and I hope, not miſapplied. Some of 
of theſe goſpel freedoms in your chapel 
{ſervices might do you good, by putting 
you in mind of what you and all man- 
kind are, while fin has dominion over 
you. Yes, my dear Nobles, theſe doc- 
trines would do good to your fouls, and 
keep you in mind of your own weakneſs, 
ſins, and depravity. | Your chaplains can- 
not embelliſh them better than they are 
in the word of God; they have nothing 
to do but to preach them in love and 
ſincerity, without partiality, and to leave 
the ſucceſs to the great Biſhop and Shep- 
vere of fouls, Be not offended that the 
word 
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word of God informs you that you 
have all gone aſtray. You know it your- 
ſelves, and your conſciences tell you ſo 
every day, provided you would liſten 
to their notices and admonitions. Every 
one that loves you will tell you the 


ſame thing, till you ſhew forth that ſelf- 
denial which is worthy of a Chriſtian 
character, and is even an honour to a2 


Miniſter of State. | 
But as the things I have propoſed to 
diſcuſs cannot be overtaken in one diſ- 


courſe, I ſhall at this time conclude by 


addreſſing your Graces, and your Lord- 
/aips in that character which is both 
your moſt orginal one, and that which 


you have moſt generally practiſed. You 


have all ſinned, and come ſhort of the 
glory of God: and though you are Mi- 
niſters of State, and very great men, you 
are alſo very great ſinners; and ſo much 


the more ſo, as you are by providence 


exalted into high ſtations of life, and 


entruſted with great offices aud powers 
-o0f- 
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of government, which you have not ful- 
filled or exerciſed as you ought to have 
done. Which of you can lay his hand 
upon his heart, bow his knees before 
God, and looking up to heaven, ſay, 
f „ have done all in my ſtation that was 
e in my power to have done.—I have 
c neither neglected any divine inſti- 
ce tution that it was my duty to obſerve, 
„ nor profaned any ordinance that has 
the ſanction of divine revelation.— 
have never ſpoken any thing except 
ec truth to my ſovereign, —never intend- 
* ed any thing but good to my coun- 
te try,-—never coveted power for any 
ce other end than to do good to all man. | 
6e kind, and am now diſpoſed to reſign | 
e my truſt if I cannot anſwer theſe pur- 
* poſes? Allow me to addreſs you 
in the words of the Lord, to the people 
of Iſrael; O that there were ſuch an _— 
heart in you, that you would fear the | 
Lord, and keep his commandments, that 
it might be well with you! | I know 


4 
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the word /inner will ſound harſh in your 
ears who are not accuſtomed io hear 
ſuch plain doctrines ; but, my Lords, 
proviced you ever intend to obtam mer- 
cy and be admined into the kingdom of 
God's dear Son, you muſt admit of this 
idea. I can give you both divine and 
royal authority for this obſervation. 
Hear what a mighty ſovereign ſays, a 
king that was ſet up by God himſelf, 
and is called, the man according to 
God's own heart. Have mercy upon me 
O Lord, according to thy loving kinancys ; 
according to the multitude of thy tender 
mercies blot out my tranſgreſſions. Waſh me 
thoroughly from mine iniquities, and cleanſe 
me from my fins; for I acknowledge my 
tranſgreſſions, and my fin is ever before me. 
Aguinſt Thee only have I ſinned: And 
done this evil in Thy fight; that Th 
mighteſt be juſtified when Thou ſpeakeſt, 
and clear when Thou fudgeſt. Behold I 
was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my 
mother conceive meS, David allows 
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and confeſſes that he was a ſinner, and a 
great ſinner; and you muſt admit the 
ſame ſentiment if ever you intend to ob- 
tain mercy. What gives me reaſon to 
conclude that you are great ſinners, not 
only in the common acceptation of the 
word, but in a more {pecial ſenſe there. 
of is,—that ſin has greatly abounded 
ſince you came into preferment. The 
whole empire is full of malice, envy and 
cvil ſpeaking, and all ſorts of wicked- 
neſs abound Before you came into 
office the ſword was not drawn; bre- 
thren did not ſhed one another's blood, 
and they ſeemed even averſe to it, 
till by ſome influence they were puſhed 
on to it. Some ſay, my Lords, that it | 
was you that did it; if it be ſo you have | 
much to anſwer for, the Lord will re. 
quire it at your hands. — This is a very | 
ſerious matter: I heartily wiſh you 
may lay ic to heart, and repent of it. It 
is much to be queſtioned if any argu- 
ments can be adduced of ſufficient force 
to 
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to juſtify thoſe violent meaſures which 
you have purſued. I ſhall allow that 


_ thoſe men were and are ſinners that you 
are now purſuing with the vengeance of 


war. Perhapsthey have ſinned againſt the 
majeſty of our ſovereign, and the ſupre- 
macy of this country, and againſt you, 
my Lords; but were there no other 
methods,—no other meaſures to be diſ- 
covered to anſwer the ends of govern- 
ment, but this dreadful ultimatum of 


ſhedding of blood? They had been diſ- 


orderly it is faid ; this may be all true; 
but let me whiſper a ſecret in your ears; 


Was there not ſome cauſe ? Were there 


not ſome irritating meaſares purſued, 
novel in their appearance, and hard in 
their conſequences; not obſerved by the 


lenient hand of wiſdom and mercy, but 


puſhed on by the iron hand of power 
and authority, ſuddenly, raſhly, and pre- 
cipitately* Did there not appear ſome- 
thing more of the love of dominion, than 
an intention of doing good in ſome parti- 
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cular exertions of government? This 
has been faid; I wiſh it may not be true 


for your ſakes, and for the ſake and ho- 


nour of this nation. Pritain mult be diſ- 
graced for ever, if ſhe has gene to war 
with her brethren upon a ground, that 
her children will tremble to offer as a rea- 
{on at the judgment. ſeat of Chriſt, How 
many both wicked and innocent mortats 
have been ſent out of time into eternity 


without ſo much as having a moment to 


tay Lord have mercy upon us. And for 
wiat!—I know not—your Lordſhips 
both know and mult anſwer for it. lam 
unwilling to give credit to the half that 
is {aid againſt you on this head, I hear- 
_ Uly wiſh that che choutandrh part may not 
Ii true. You ſerve a gracious and migh- 


ty fovercion, and have the charge of the 


affai 


you ought to take care not to loſe any 
of it by pride, raſnneſs and ambition. 
Our ſovereign has à young riſing and 
beautifa 1 famil ly of princes and orinceſſes, 
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attairs of a great and an extenſive empire; 


— — 7 TT ag” 
_— 242 MII Y r 
—— aids — —— . — 


* 2 


{+ 
1 
|; 
7 
i 
1 
4 
* 
1 
Pu 


4 SERMONS re 


that promiſe fair to be ornaments to 
government and the Proteſtant religion: 
you ſhould take ſpecial care and not di- 
miniſh their dominions, by ruſhing upon 
impoſſibilities, and trying deſperate and 
uncertain experiments. Before you be- 
gan ſuch a deſperate career, you ſhould, 
have reflected upon a good old maxim, 
<« Let not him that putteth on the har- 
* neſs boaſt as he that putteth it off.“ 
Like the little horn mentioned by Daniel, 
in ſetting out you ſpoke and threatened 
great things; but theſe words were not 
the words of wiſdom, but of pride and 
 raſhneſs ; you ought firſt to have aſked 

_ counſel of the Lord, and have been 
certain of the moral reaſons of your con- 
duct. My Lords, there is a wiſe 
Almighty providence that always 
ought to be regarded, and conſulted 
in all our emterprizes. Indeed you 
have aſked his aid and aſliſtance to 

| Help you to purſue your own coun- 
 fels, but this was only juin him; for 


you 
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you did not aſk Eis wiſdom, but truſted 
to your own; and when you found might 
begin to fail, you did not aſk direction 
to correct miſtakes, but power to purſue 
your own meaſures. All theſe things 
prove that you are great ſinners, and ob- 
Jets of divine mercy. All your hopes 
muſt reſt upon the mercy of that God 
Who delights therein. Would you now, 
from juſt apprehenſions of the mercy of 
God, ſtrive to imitate him in ſhewing 
mercy to thoſe whom you have conceiv- 


ed have offended or affronted you; per- 


haps you would ſoon reconcile your an- 
cient friends, and be ſecured againſt a'l 
the inſults and power of your enemies. 
But you ſay you are ready to forgive 
them, provided they will repent and re- 
turn to their duty. O, my Lords! ear 
theſe words, This is not the way to 


s 


produce repentance and amendment in 


offenders. Forgive them firſt, as God 
forgives ſinners, and then we will reach 


this end. When we were. finners Chrijt 
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died for us, and it is the goodneſs of God that 


leads men 10 repentance. I ain going now 


to tell you what perhaps none of 
your Doctors or Chaplains ever told you, 
that repentance is produced by means 
very ditcrent from thoſe which you _ 
have adopted, and that you have no uit. 


ideas of the true cauſe of repentance, 


The Almighty brings ſinners to re- 
entance, by forgiving their offen- 
ces, and heaping fevours upon them. 


This melts the ſtubborn heart, and ſoft- 


ens all the rugged pattions and obſtinate 
principles of the ſoul; when the mercy 
and kindneſs of God are; made manifeſt, 
as they always are when men truly re— 
pent of their ſins, they meliorate all 
the affections of the mind, and fill th 

ſoul with true gratitude. - But perhaps 
you will tell me the crime is capital. 


Suppoſe it is, it is not the firſt capital crime 


the ſovereign has forgiven when there 
were wiſe purpoſes to be anſwered: Mer- 
cy is not on'y a royal prer avs but a 
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Ged-like one. Your crimes and mine, 
my Lords, are capital which we have 
committed agaivit the laws and ſove- 
reignty of God, and if we were to re— 
ceive what we deſerve our caſe would 
be miſerable.— But our gracious God 
forgives fin, and ſhews mercy for his 
name's fake, May not our ſovereign 
and you his ſcryants,try to imitate him in 
this particular: mind it is a poſitive pre- 
cept, Be ye merciful as your Father 
eohich is in heaven ts merciful, My dear 
Nobles, you cannot get of;—it comes 


home to you ;—it fpeaks to your con- | 
ſciences. You cannot, certainly, refuſe il 
to hear the words of a kind and merciful | 
Saviour, who gave his life's blood fort 


_ grilly and great ſinners like yourtſelves. 
Pe erhaps you will think me rude for 
_ puſhing you ſo hard; but 1 mean it not; 
mean to de piain, and eaſily . 
food: and if, by e You the good- 
neis and mercy of God, ſhall be the in- 
. trument of ma bir g you like him, 1 mall 


be 
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be well rewarded, and you will have no 
Joſs, but gain. Theſe inſtructions ſhall 
take nothing from you; they ſhall nei- 
ther reduce your finances, nor give you 
the trouble of finding preterment for the 
preacher : He wants it not, - and knows 
that his method ot preaching 1s not the 
Way to it: contentment and fatisfaction 
are ſufficient preferment for him.— 

1 with your Graces and your Lordſhips 
may ſeek after a preterment which will 
laſt after theſe ſhadows you are graſping 
at are fled away. Time is very ſwift, and 

all fleſk is fading: now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of ſalvation.ä— The 
curtain will ſoon be withdrawn, the ſcenes 
will be winded up, and you mult enter inte 
another ſyſtem to give an account of your 
actions. And obſerve! after deatk there 
is a judgment, a juſt jadgment, a ſolemn. 
judgment : Lou never ſaw fuch an one 
in Weſtminſter-Hall in all the trials 
you have ſeen there. It will be a judg- 
ment where there is hope for almoſt all 
. ſorts. 
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ſorts of offenders except one ſort, 
namely the unmercifpul, and for thoſe 
there is none. By giving my authority 
for this ſentiment I ſhall conclude this 
Diſcourſe with obſerving, that, He /ha!? 
have judgment without mercy that hath 
hewed no mercy ;* and mercy rejoiceth 
againſt judzment jj 
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Preach the Goſpel to every Creature. — 
He that believeth ſhall be ſaved—And he 
that believeth nat ng be damned. 


3 ORD have mercy upon us! Theſe 


are dreadful words. But we ſhall 
paſs them over, and proceed to the ſe- 
cond thing contained in the firſt head pro- 
poſed on this text To ſhew what it is 
the Goſpel reveals ſuited to the charac- 
ters of ſintul creatures. 
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I. The Goſpel reveals to ſinful crea- 
tures forgiveneſs of ſins. I have made it 
out to a demonſtration, that your Graces 
and Lordſhips are guilty, ſinful and vile 
creatures, which there! 18 reaſon to be- 
lie ve 
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lieve, were no glad tidings to you. But 
I am now going to ſhew you glad tidings 
of great joy to all people; tidings which 
may be of great ſervice to you now, and 
which only can give you hope in view 


f of death, judgment, and eternity. The 
 goſpelofdivine grace and mercy informs 
= us of forgiveneſs of {in to the guilty and 
: condemned. There are ſuch words as 
theſe pronounced graciouſly Lo I am he 
hat blotteth out your iniquities, for my 5 
dieon ſale, and will remember your fins no | 
more. It is by the goſpel only that | 
we are informed of the poſlibility 
ok the forgiveneſs of ſn, and by no 
other means: If my audience will | 
bDileaſe to aſk their own hearts, when 
hey reflect upon their paſt tranſgreſſions, 
| whether they have any hope of forgive- 
= neſs from any feeling or ſenſation in their 
” own minds, or from any thing they 
have learned in the world from experi- 
= ence, I will venture to pronounce they 
ſhal) declare they are hopeleſs. There ö 
E are | 
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are no inſtances in the world of men 


pent and forſake their crimes, and then 
the pardon proceeds upon the footing 
_ of repentance and amendment; which, 
though it may not be full merit, yet is 
ſomething taken into the conſideration 
of the judge who pardons the offence. 
But the goſpel. ſhews ſinners a better 
and a more comſortable method: 


and that when we were ſinners Chri/t 
dicd for us. The goſpel ſhews us that 
repentance is not the act or work of a 
guilty and condemned finful creature, but 


neſs; and it alſo teaches us that it is the 


touched this ſubje& in deſcribing the 
caſe of Ephraim: Surely after 1 «vas 
. turned I repented; and after I was in- 


being forgiven their offences till they re- 


ſlie vs us how God juſtifies the ungodly 4 


of one who is pardoned, and hates fin 
from a true ſenſe of mercy and forgive- 


' goodneſs of God that leads men and 


brings them to repentance. The pro- 
pbet Jeremiah has moſt beautifully 


en 
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Rrrufted I ſmote upon my thigh, I was 
aſhamed, yea even confounded, becauſe 
did bear the reproach of my youth *, Re- 
pentance proceeds from a ſenſe of par- 
don and forgiveneſs. It is this that ren- 
ders it poſſible, by affording good hope, 
which it could not by any other way; 
{or a perſon under the power and domi- 
nion of ſm, without all hope of over- 
coming is luſts, will never hate iniquity, 
but roll it as a ſweet morſel under his 
tongue. The ſevereſt pain and puniſh- 
ment cannot produce repentance of ſin, 
otherwiſe the Devils would have forſa— 
ken it long ago. There is a very great 
difference between godly ſorrow, that 
worketh repentance to ſalvation never to 
be repented of, and the ſorrow of the 
world that worketh death. Godly ſor- 
row proceeds from a grateful ſoul, ſen- 
ſible of the favour of pardon and for- 
giveneſs, and for that reaſon is called god. 
ty, becauſe it proceeds from the favour 
of God, But the forrow of the world 
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ariſes merely from pain and uneaſineſs, 
iſſues in deſpair and is deaf to all ſenſe 
of gratitude. It is manifeſt from the 
goſpel which the Apoſtles preached, 
that godly forrowgoes before repentance 
unto falyation, and that this is produced 
by an information of pardon and forgive- 
neſs, which operates upon the ſoul, with 
a ſpiritual energy producing every grate- 
ful feeling for the favour received. 
My Lords, all the plans of repentance 
that are commonly taught by your Chap» 
lains and Biſhops, are very comfortleſs; 
tor they can never happen and are im- 
poſſible. It has not once happened 
ſince Adam taſted the fruit of the for- 
bidden tree, that any of his guilty and 
ſinſul offspring ever repented of fin, till 
God was mercifully pleaſed to forgive 
them, and blot out their tranſgreſſion. 
This works godly ſorrow, and godly ſor- 
row Works repentance. 
II. The goſpel ſhews the true legal! rea · 
ſon upon which God proceeds, when he 
pardons 
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pardons iniquity, and forgives ſuch vile 
ſinners as you and Lare. It informs us 
that it is for the ſake of his Son's righteouſe 
neſs, and the atonement that he made for 
the fins of guilty men, that he pardons 
them. When ſome perſons reflect upon 
the character and attributes of God, 
the ſtrictneſs and perfection of the divine 
law, and the immutable nature of truth 
and juſtice, they may be ready to heſitate 
concerning the poſlibility of forgiveneſs, 
Aunleſs ſome legal and equitable reaſon 
; can be ſhewn,why God, conſiſtently with 
his character, can forgive creatures that 
have ſo highly offended him, without ex- 
_ecuting the ſentence of the law paſſed 
againſt them. The goſpel delivers them 
from this dilemma, and ſhews that he ſo 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son to redeem it; and that, for 
his righteouſneſs he is well pleaſed, It 
leads the views of a ſinner to the croſs 
of Chriſt, and publiſhes in his hearing, 
theſe memorable and comfortable words, 
; Aa Sn 
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It is finiſhed. This goſpel makes manifeſt 


the legal connection between Chriſt and 


his people, even in their guilty ſituation, - 
and ſets forth, that by a voluntary ſubſti- 


tution of himſelf in their ſtead, he was 


made ſin for them, who knew no fin, that 


they might be made the righteouſneſs of 


God for his ſake. Thus, though they 
ſee no reaſon why God ſhould forgive 
ſinners on their own account, they find a 
ſufficient reaſon in the goſpel, why, con- 


liitently with his own attributes, he may 


forgive the very chief of them. They 
are thereby delivered from this heſitation 


concerning the juſtice of God, in pardon- 
ing iniquity, and find by an information, 
that He is Juſt when he juſtifies the un- 
godly, 

III. It reveals liberty and free inter- 


courſe with God, and informs the ſinner 
that whom God pardons, he alſo provides: 
for them, and neither leaves them deſti- 
tute nor without comfort ;—thar thoſe. 
whom he juitifies he alſo adopts into his. 


tamily, 
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family, and gives them the privilege of 
children. You know, my Lords, a ſimple 
pardon to a deſtitute man, ho has nothing 
to live upon, and can Aale no proviſion 
for himſelf, would be but ſmall comfort, 

and would only make him drag out life in 
pain and uneaſineſs; he might exiſt, but 
could not be ſaid zo live, becauſe even 
life would be a burden. But a pardon, 
attended with a comfortable proviſion, 
would be ready to make him happy. 
Our gracious God when he pardons and 
forgives ſinners, alſo provides for them; 
takes them into his family, and gives them 
a name better than that of ſons and daugh- 
ters; feeds them with the fatneſs of his 
houſe, and nouriſhes their . fouls with 
heavenly and ſpiritual bleſſings. What 
is more, he gives them the comforter, 
the ſpirit of his ſon, who teaches them the 
the language of his houſe, and learns 
them to lay, Abba Father. This ſpirit 
of truth gives them alſo a reliſh for the 
enjoyments, which adds much to their 


happineſs, 
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happineſs, and makes their new ſituation 
agreeable. The Almighty never pardons 
a ſinner, and then leaves him to his own. 
_ difcretion, but puts him under tutorage, 
and commits him to the Steward of his 
houſe, the Great Biſhop and Shepherd of 
fouls, Under this head are contained all 
things that ſoul or body can pollibly need; 
the liberty of the ſons of God is a glori- 
ous liberty: there is nothing like it in 
the kingdoms of this world. All the 
boaſted liberty of this kingdom, where 
you direct affairs, my Lords, is mere 
flavery, compared to that liberty which 
the goſpel manifeſts to ſinners, and which 
thoſe enjoy whoſe {ins are pardoned, and 
their iniquity forgiven.— They are free 
from bondage and ſlavery to their luſts, 
paſſions, and appetites, and have the com- 
mand of their own affections, fo that /i 
has no dominion over them, becauſe they 
are not under the law, but under grace. 
It is no uncommon thing in the Kingdoms 
of this World to ind men boaſting of their | 
liberties, 
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liberties, who are mere ſlaves to the un- 
ruly, and ungovernable paſſions and lu/ts 
of their oο hearts ; who, when they arc 
the ſlaves of the god of .this world, 
pretend to be the votaries of fir freedom, 
and glorious liberty, —But men who can- 
not govern themi2!ves, cannot be faid to 


be free; perions who are covetors, proud, 


ſelfijh, malicious, and laſcivious, are in bon- 
dage and ſlavery of the worſt ſort. In 


the kingdom of Chrilt there are no ſuch 


perſons ; all the ſubjects here, are holy, 
just and pure; lovers of God and of 
all men: In this kingdom | every man 


ſpeaks from the heart what he cines, 


and wears no maſk or diſguiſe. All the 


outward ſigns which believers m make uſe 
of, to ſignify their intentions, whether 
words or actions, are the true indices ot 


their own hearts. This is more than 
can be ſaid of either the courts or king- 


doms of this world. My audience well 


know what ſhifts they are obliged to 


make to varniſh and colour over many 
= principles 
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principles and actions, which, provided 
they were not in maſquerade, and dreſ- 
ſed in feigned and fictitious attire, but ſet 
forth in their own natural characters and 
attitudes, and their nakedneſs to appear, 
would be diſguſting at firſt vie w, and be 
abhorred even by vile men themſelves. 
This mult certainly be an hardſhip, and 
a difficulty in which no good men would 
with to be entangled, for fear of loſing 
all the feelings of the moral ſenſe, and 
becoming reprobate to everygood work. 
Of all ſorts of men whatſoever, there 
are none among all the various-charac- 
ters in nations or kingdoms, in ſuch jeo- 
pardy of having their hearts hardened. 
in fin, and againſt virtue, as Mini/ters of 
State, and political Miniſters of Religion; 
tor theſe both ſpeak ſo often what they 
do not believe nor think, that the moſt 
deviliſh falſehoods through a habit of ly- 
ing, become natural to them. The many 
unfulfilled promiſes made to men who have 
feryed their country and ſovereign, are 
a 


zs the right of others, both in equity and 
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a ſtrong proof of this obſervation. You 
know, my Lords, how many favours you 
have beſtowed upon a ſet of werthleſs 
and idle members of the community, who 
are rather a nuiſance to the public than 
a benefit; — which favours were certain- 
ly in the firſt place due to your own 
promiſes, and theſe uſeful members of 
the community, to whom they were 
made. How many brave and honeſt 
men who have ſerved their country with 
the greateſt fidelity, at the hazard of 
their lives, and at the expence of ſome 
members of their bodies, are pining away 
with the ſcanty pittance of a Lieutenant's 
half. pay; when boys are preferred to lu- 
crative places over their heads, and per- 
ſons who needed no ſupply, devour what 


by promiſe ? How many vain, wnmean? 
ing, and flimſy promiſes are Courtiers 

and Miniſters of State obliged to make, 
to ſerve the purpoſes of rotien policy, or 
ile ambition, which oftentimes do not 


ſacceed 
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ſucceed to their wiſhes, but always leave 
a blot on their characters, and a {ting in 
their conſciences, behind them. Chriſ- 


41ans, who are true children of the king- 


dom of heaven, are under none of thoſe 
embarraſſments; their liberty is real, and 


not ſpecious; it conſiſts in ſolid freedom, 


which, in the firſt inſtance, reſpects the 
mind. It is certainly a condition of che 
greateſt ſlavery, for men to be perpetu- 


ally watching doth to deceive themſely es 


and others, by forming uncertain- pro- 


jects, which no man can promiſe will 
- ſucceed. —And it is certainly a ſtate ot 


the moſt excellent liberty, to be free 
from diſboneſey,  bypocriſy, and deceit, 
and from thoſe embarraſſments of mind, 
which acts of infincerity produce in the 


ſouls of Uypoeries, upon ſpecial occa- 


ſions. : 
4 The goſpel reveals to ſuch vile and 


Antul creatures as my audience conſiſts 


of, that Jeſus Chriſt 1 18 to come "again, 


without ſin, unto falvation, to reward 


bis 
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his people, to change their vile bodies, 
aud to faſhion them like unto his own 
glorious body. This is an information 
which is no where to be found but in 
the goſpel, When the bodies of men 
are laid in the grave, and mingled with 
their native duſt, all hopes of the reſur- 
rection, from any appearances in nature, 
are cut off. No man can certainly learn 
from any data in Phyſics, that thoſe 
mortal fabrics ſhall be raiſed and reſtored 
again. Here the Kill of the philoſopher 
- ends, andhis reſearches can proceed no 
- further. But the Goſpel gives thoſe who 
have been called out of darkneſs into 
God's marvellous light, the ſure and cer- 
ain hope of a reſurrection unto eternal 
life, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. The 
reſurrection of the body, is a doctrine of 
no ſmall importance; for there is no 
doubt, but that our mind muſt have 
ſome ſympathy and feeling for th: hap- 
Dineſs of ſo intimate a companion, — with 
-whick-it has been ſo cloſely connected, 
| e _ 
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and with which it has undergone ſo many 

ſufferings, and enjoyed ſo many plea- 

ſures in the world. The word of reve- 

lation gives certain information how dear 

the very duit of good men, is to the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that he will ra; ie 
it up at the laſt day. 

The change which the bodies of the 
Children of Chriſt's Kingdom at the re 
ſurrection of the juſtſhallundergo, will be 
ſuch, that it could never have entered in- 
to the heart ofman, to conceive any thing 
concerning tt, provided the Goſpel had 
not revealed it, and made it known. To 
change a corruptible body into incorrup- 
tible, and what is more, intoa ſpiritual 
character, is what human wiſdom would 
declare impoſſible. Body and ſpirit are ſo 
different in our ideas, that what we ge- 
nerally attribute to the character of the 
one; we deny to the other. But the 
Apoſtolic Goſpel informs us, that Chriſt 
mall change his people's vile bodies and 
_ faſhion them Ike unto his own glorious 

„„ 
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body, Yea, the Apoſtle poſitively affirms, 


that though it be ſown in the duſt a natu- 


ral body, and corruptible, it ſhall be raiſ- 
ed a ſpiritual one. Our bodies in their 
preſent ſtate are frequently an heavy clog. 
to our minds; they interrupt our men- 

tal exerciſes, either by their infirmities 
or appetites, and make our ſouls at ſlowly 

in many noble purſuits. But the Goſpel 
informs us that at the reſurrection of the 
juſt, our bodies ſhall be made fit organs 

for our fouls to perform every ſpiritual, 
function, and ſhall 1 no more retard its 
: operations. 


A ſpiritual body will appear a -ſoleciſm 


in our common ſtile; and it is fo, for 


as far as it is body, it cannot be ſpirit: 


But its ſpirituality is to be conſidered in 


a comparative ſenſe; it ſhall be ſo much 


ſpiritualixed, that it ſhall differ as much 
from all the common properties, which we 
alcribe to bodies, that there ſhall be little 
found, in which there ſhall be any agree- 
ment, Though body can never be the 


fame . 
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{ame with ſpirit, without changing the 
natures of both, yet the divine power 


and providence can, and will make the 


bodies of believers as much different 
from the nature of 2rofs and vile bodies, 
that they ſhall deſerve the character of 
s I take to be the 
meaning of the apoſtie, when he ſpeaks 

concerning a ſpiritual body. The ſtrongeſt 
the pureſt and the fineſt of human bodies, 
in this preſent ſtate of imperfedion, are 
corruptible in their nature, which 1s the 
ground-work of all diſeaſes and pains that 
befal them, but when corruptionis purged. 


away all diſeaſe and pain ſhall ceaſe. 


My audience, however gayly they 
may deck, and decorate their bodies 


they cannot preſerve them from vileneſs | 


and corruption, or ſhield them from pair 


uneaſineſs, and death. Diſeaſes, pains, 


and bodily infirmities, as often invade the 
cabinet, as the cottage of the peaſant. . 


Theſe gouts, tones, and gravels, hypochon- 


arias, and apoplexics, that are ſo often 
ſeen 
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ſeen ſnaiching We peers as We ell as Po- 
fligates, {he W Pl. un! ly that the; 1s COrs 


ruption every where. It is be ſatisfac- 

tion to thoſe who fear God, that there 
is a period when death and corruption 
{hall ceaſe, and when mortality ſha'l 
be (wallowed up in life. But { hail 
at this time take my leave of your 


Lordſhips, by obſerving, that there is 


no ocher way of being freed from guilt, 
vileneſs, and death, but by that ſcheme 
ſet forth in the Goſpel. Your Graces 
and Lordfhips may have heard ſome fine 
diſquiſitions, concerning virtue, and its 
rewards, in ſome courtly diſcourſes, from 
Biſhops and Doctors of your church. But 
[ cannot think that either they or your 


Lordſhips, are fully perſuaded of the 
truth of theſe doftrines ; for provided 


9 


you were fully convinced that virtue 


ought to de rewarded, and that it will 


be ſo ar laſt, you and they would cer- 
tainly prefer the virtuous to the bad, and 


Jiltribute your favours only to men of 
| 6 worth 
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worth and integrity, provided they could 
be found. But do we not often lee in the 
church, modern learned men continued 
to the low walks of a mean country 
curacy, when thoſe who have friends, are 
ee to the higheſt dignities with-. 
out any regard to their merit: Sec. 

not men of rte and literature wo: king 


and ſtarving upon hiriy or forty pounds 


a year, while many of ſmall learning and 
lejs integrity are devouring thoutands, 
and doing nothing? Is not this alſo the 
caſe in the departments of civil govern- 
ment? He that can fatter, cringe, and 


fawn, upon miniſters of ſtate ; can ſquare _ 
bis conſcience by his temporal intereſt, 


and obey the commands of his patron, 
is placed in the warm ſunſhine of favour, 


where he buſks at eaſe. and wallows in 


alſluence and plenty; while the conſcien- 
tions perſon, the man of integrity, who 
will not ſell his conſcience ſor the ſake of 
fithy lucre, is ſuffered to pals his days in 


negſect, retirement, and obſcurity; not 


becauſe 


| a. 
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becauſe he is unknown, but becauſe he 


is known to love virtue, his country 


and its true intereſts. It would appear 


that choſe harangues concerning virtue 


and its rewards are to be read back- 


wards, and fo to be underſtood, as it 
virtuous men were not to be rewarded, 
becauſe your faith does not produce 
thoſe works which you profeſs are ex- 
cellencies in the Almighty, If any be- 


lie ve, that God approves of virtue, and 
will reward it, he will certainly ſhew an 


cxample of his belief, by rewarding 
virtuous men, Whenever he can 


It is no good proof, that men love either 
religion or virtue, by only ſpeaking of 
them: The regard thewn thereto by 
good works, and the doing what is truly 


virtuous ; are the beſt teſtimonies of a 
man's underſtanding and believing what 


they are. There are many things in 
which, perhaps, my audience and I may 
differ; but there is one thing in which 
we cannot differ, unleſs we be deſperately 


wicked 
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wicked, and that is, / do 19 others as co, 
in the like circumſtances, would wiſh thent 


10 do to us. This is the ſpirit of both 
the /aw and the prophets, It is a matter, 


my Lords, not at all doubtful, that there 
is ſome prodigious error in the govern- 


men: of nations, when fins of all forts 
openly abound. A king, whoſe autho- 


rity I have more than once referred to, 
affirms it as an indiſputable point, that 


when wile men cre exalted, the withed 
walk on every fide. It is not ſo much 


the influence of penal laws, as the exam- 


ple of lawgivers and magiſtrates, that 


Will keep the people in order, and re- 


ſtrain them from the commiſſion of vice. 
If a method can be found to make men 
good, they will neither offend nor do 
evil; bur till then, not all the ſanctions in 
the world can ſupport government, It 
- rulers, by their example, lead the ſub- 
jecets aſtray, and by ſeiting an ill pattern. 
before them, pervert their manners, they 
may execute oy laws till they leave 
| but 
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but one individual, and that ſame indivi- 


dual will ſtill be wicked, when it is in his 


power. It is the /oftcning, humbiing, and 
meliorating truths ot the goſpel that torm 
men's hearts to fear God, and obey tus 
laws. Believers will neither tranigreſs 
good laws, nor deſpiſe good government; 


they knowtheir duty, and will do 1t how 
choice. Theſe men will give you but very 


little trouble; but if by your example 
you have ledimen, who have been look- 
ing up unto you, aſtray from the paths of 


truth, you muſt not expect that they will 


walk uprightly, when they find that you. 
yourſelves account it no erime io wander 


out of the way of underſtanding. If the 


doctrines of the goſpel were more incul- 


cared by you. my Lords, in your ſeveral 
departments, and more care obſerved. 


to fee them propagated among the ſub- 


jects than they are.—If this were the 


caſe, I ſay, it would be a more effectual 


method of making the laws to be ob- 


ſerved, than 1 the force of a ſtanding 
army. 
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army. But this is more than can 
be expected from fuch, as are 1eully 
ignorant cf that grace and ſelf-denial, 
which the golpel contains in it; and 
ſrom men, whoſe paſſons are their ma- 


ſters, and whoſe app=tites govern them. 
This is wearifore practical doctrine, my 


Lords. t {hill therefore concludes. 
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MARK Xvi. 15. 


| Preach the G oſpel to every Urealure.— 


Maut goſpel ail! . it not a mer- 
= 


cy, my Lords, cenfidering what 


bad entertainment it meets with, that 


it is not taken away altogether ? But 
can any thing be more agreeable than 


good news, and glad ridings? tidings 


from a far country, 2 ner you never 
law, though your greateſt intereſts are 


im it, and the chief of treaſures is Wat 
Good news of mercy, pardon, forgis 
nels, and purification, for guilty, 1 5 


and Sith iy creatures. W ho Will Le miſera- 
ble to eternity, without the benefit of 


thoſe bleſſings that are contained in this 
Heavenly news. Iris reported tha: ſome 


of 
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of you would chuſe to have peace, and 
your enemies affirm that you have no 
good intention in defiring it. But the 
tidings now brought to your ears, will 
put you upon a true plan, as well as 
they proclaim peace to thoſe that are in 
a ſtate of warfare and rebellion. The 
plan to have peace with your enemies, 
is ſhort and comprehenſive, and it is the 
plan of a king alſo, and comes to you 
with double royal authority. Jehovah; 
and Solomon, are the authors of it. 
The ſcheme is expreſſed in theſe words, 
— When a man's WEYS pleaſe the Lord 
he will make even his enemies to be at 
peace with him. That is the plan, my 
Lords, and you {hould think of it. Bur 
the goſpel brings better tidings ſtill; i: 
informs us how peace with God is ob- 
tained. We have peace with God, thre” 
our Lord Feſus Chris, He is the fin- 
ner's peace, who hath obtained it by 
his blood. But, my Lords, I am now 
going to inſiſt upon my right to preach 
” | =; — he 
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the Goſpel to you, and hope I ſhall nor 

ſay a rude thing to your Lordſhips, Re- 
verences, and Graces, or whatever may 

be your minifteria! or official names andiitles, 

L purpoſe to ſay nothing but truth, and 

truth worthy to be heard and received, 

and neceſſary to be embraced by you. 

My right to preach to you is founded 
upon a commandment, and upon your 
being creatures. Go preach And to 

whom? To every creature, be they higl 
or be they low, —be they Miniſters. of 


N State, or beggars upon a dung-hill:— 

| KK Preach to them all—there is no differ- 

; _ ence here Alf creatures have ſouls to be 4 
6:50 ſaved, all is one, preach to them— but | 
5 preach the Goſpel. Some will think N 
A 5 impertinent for me to preach to ſuch 
5 great men, — ſuch high men, — ſuch rich 14 
. and powerful men, —who rule nations, 
oV give counſel to princes, and laws to na- 

if tions. — But ſtop there—Are they not 

885 creatures, ſinful creatures, mortal crea- 


be tures Do they not die like. other: men, 
5 oo 
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and have ſouls like the reſt of mankind ? 
Why, then, they are within the reach of 
this commiſſion in the text, and if they 
ſhould be offended at me I hope they will 
not be offended at the Prophets and Apo- 
ftles of Feſus Chriſt giving them a 
ſermon, But firſt let me be aſſured 
that Iam ſpeaking or writing to crea- 
tures. What 1s a creature ? There are 
ſeveral ſorts of creatures; there are ani- 
mate and inanimate creatures, The latter 
can neither hear nor ſee, therefore rhey 
are not the creatures here underſtood. But 
animal or living creatures are of differ- 
ent kinds: There are rational and irra- 
tional creatures; it muſt be the animal 
rationale that is here the obje& of 
preaching. The [choo!s inform us that 
this animal is man. — Homoeft rationalis 


is the definition. The creatures to whom 

the Goſpel is to be preached are men 
of all ſorts, ranks and degrees, and under 

this term women mult be included; fer 

Moſes cal Is the women Wa, a ſhe-man, 

T herefore 
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Therefore the kind words gf truth are to 


to be preached to the human race, men, 
women and children. There is one 


thing, my Lords, that J find I muſt prove, 


and J am afraid of meeting wich ſome 


groveling objections in my way, I ought 


in the firſt place, to prove that you are 
animalia rationialia, or rational creatures. 
But your enemies throw ſeveral objec- 
tions in my way, which I ſhall attempt to 


anſwer the beſt way I can. They ſay 


that your conduct for ſeveral Fears paſt 


has been very irrational; that you have _ 
formed ſchemes you were not able to ex- 
ecute, and promiſed what you knew you 


were not able to accompliſh ; chat 
you have raiſed vaſt ſums of money, 


and waſted it to no purpoſe ; that tho! 


you know you are wrong, yet you are 
not willing to amend, nor. able to go 
right, They ſay you have loſt hincen 
provinces, and gained nothing but ſhame 


and reproach ; and yet after all you are 


Þ ſelf- willed, that you will not give up 
offices 
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offices you cannot fulfill, to others who 
would manage them beiter. How think 
you, my Lords, am to anſwer theſe ob- 
jections? Theſe ſtand very much in the 
way of your being altowed to be rati- 
onal creatures.—I fhall endeavour to 
take off the force of them all, that 1 may 
_ eſtabliſh my right of preaching the Go- 
ipel unto you, 
Tn the firſt place, —ro2 poſſumus omnia, 
rational creatures cannot do all things.— 
Ven may form very good ſchemes, but 
not haye power to execute them; reaſon 
is not always attended with power to 
act, eſpecially when more powerful cau- 
ies counteract their deſigns. Your Lord- 
ſhips might ſorm à very good ſcheme, 
which provided ſome more powerful 
cauſe had not counteracted, might have 
lucceeded. Yon ſeem rather to have 
ated againſt providence, which will make 
you rational creatures, but at the ſame 
time very ſinful ones, and this removes 
the firll obje ction, and makes you. crea- 


tures 


DN 


Lo 
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tures within the reach of the Goſpel, be- 


cauſe it is preached to ſinners, of whom 


you are the chief. Be not offended at the 
compariſon, for in this I have compared 


you to the Apoſtle Paul, who lays he 
was one of the chief of ſinners. Having 
thus placed you in good company, you 


have no reaſon to be either affronted or of- 


tended. But to proceed to your vindicati- 
on, and the proot of my own right to preack 
to you. Your enemies ſhould remem- 
ber, that if they can prove you to be ir- 
rational creatures, they will alſo prove 
themſelves to be fools, becauſe they can- 
not fix blame where there is no reaſon : 


and you know they have been blaming 
you moſt {ſeverely theſe ſeveral years; 


they have called you many ſtrange names, 
and imputed many bad and evil things un- 


to you, and have hinted that you deſery- 


cd to be ſeverely puniſhed for your 
wicked conduct and behaviour, But 
bow fſovliſh would both their charges be 
againſt you and their deſires of having 

you. 
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you called to an account, if you are not 
rational creatures! This objection will 
militate againſt your enemies as much as 
againſt yourſelves, and prove their want 


of reaſon and underſtanding, in ſeeking 


to prove yon guilty of ſeveral crimes, 
when it is impoſſible for you to commit 
any. | 

That you have raiſed vaſt ſums of mo- 
ney, and waſted them to no manner of 


purpoſe, is a fooliſh objection. I ſuppoſe. 


you yourſelves will not refuſe that the 


money is waſted, or if you pleaſe, ſpent 


and gone out of the treaſury ; but there 


are many other purpoſes anſwered by 
it. Many of your friends are enriched, 
and your dependents well ſupplied ; ma- 
ny ſhips have been fitted out, many regi- 


ments raiſed, ſeveral camps formed, 


ſome reviews both by ſea and land have 
been made, thouſands of innocent peo- 


ple have been killed, virgins have been 


raviſhed and ſcalped, and the hoary head 
hath been cleft in two with the tomohawk 


by 
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by the hands of cruel ſavages. All theſe. 
things have been done by the influence 

of large ſums of money, and therefore 
your enemies are guilty of the groſſeſt 
ſlander in ſaying that there has been no- 

thing done with the large ſums that have 

been raiſed, How can your enemies 
have the conſcience to fay that nothing 

has been done with the money you have | 
raiſed ?* Was there not an army of more 

than ten thouſand men ſent to Canada ? 

did not this army march from Quebec, 

croſs the lakes, and proceed as far 
as Saratoga in their way to Albany, 

where many were ſlain, and the reſt taken 
priſoners? Could all this be done with- 
out money? What have your accuſers 
to ſay to this? They are ſilent, and ſhall 
never open their mouths any more, 
How can people be ſo unreaſonable as to 
Imagine thar fifty thouſand land-forces, 
with ſhips to carry them, and proviſions 
to maintain them, could be tranſported 
three thouſand miles without money ? 
5 Eo . and 
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and what is more, to be kept ſour years. 
in a country where they were ready to 
have part taken from them, which it was 
neceſlary to ſupply with double quanti- 
ties. And could your Lordihip help vs- 

racious con;ractors devouring large ſums, 

by often putting the money in their own 
pockets, and ſerving you with very bad 
commodities? You have been my Lords, 
very bl uſed by ail parties. But your 
greateſt enemies cannot have the con- 


ſcience to fay that you have Cone nothing. 


But they ſay you have been wrong 
and are not willing to be ſet right. That 
is another affair, whic does not prove 
that you want feaſon and underſtanding ; 


it only infers as they ſeem to intend, that 
you have ill conſciences. If this is the 


caſe then you are great ſinners and come 
within rhe commiſſion in my text. Your 


advertlaries have therefore gained no- 
thing by their objections hitherto. They 


have only proved you to be poor miſe- 
rable ſinners like. themielyes, and ſtand 


need of mercy. 3 
But 


MINVSTERTS or STAT. E. 6; 


But it is 5 aflicmed that you have loft thice 
teen provinces. This is exceedingly 


malicious and ill natured ;—tor theſe 
-provinces are juſt where they were 


twenty years ago, and in the poſſeſſion of 


thoſe they truely belong to. How then 
can your enemies have the conſcience to 
ſay that you have loſt them? Will any 


man in his ſenſes believe that men can 
loſe rhe thing they never had? There 


muſt be ſome ſophiſm in the arguments 


of your enemies, which does not appear 


at firſt ſight. They are ſomething like 
the wazgiſh boy who wanted to make 


his mother believe ſhe had five eggs 


when ſhe had only three. They want to 


charge you with loſing what you never 
poſſeſſed, nor had any right to. I ſhould 


not wonder if theſe enemies of yours, 


my Lords, ſhonld charge you with loſing 
France, Dominica, and ſeveral other pla- 


ces which are not your own, But they 
alſo ſay that you are ſelf-willed, and will 
not give up wha t you cannot manage 


1 yourſelves 2 
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yourſelves to others who can, But how 
do they know Wwao can manage aflairs 

etter than you ; they only know what 
you can do; but thoſe that are untried 
who can tell what they either will or 
can do? But let them put themſelves in 


your ſituation, and alk their own minds, 


whether, provided they were in as 


lucrative places as are, you they 
would chooſe to part with them? It muſt 


be envy, my Lords, that makes them 
talk in ſuch a manner; they want the 
perquiſites which belong to your offices, 
and for that reaſon they covet the office. 


But where will they find thoſe other per- 
ſons that will manage better than you 


have done? You have them faſt there; 
they cannot give an anſwer to that queſ- 


tion. And you have brought matters to 


that ſituation, that few will be fond ot 
ſucceeding you, unleſs thoſe that mean to 
purſue the ſame plan that you have done. 
This ſhews that though you be ſinful 


crea tures, Vet you are ſtil! animalia ratio- 


. nalio 
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nalia which is the poiat I wanted to 


prore. Saffer me now to confider ſome 
of thoſe duties that are expected from 
vou as rational creatures, exalted into 
high ſtations of life. Firit, as counſel- 
lors, you ought to give your ſovereign 

good advice—ſach counſel and advice, 
as one would with to give with eternity 
in their eyes, and the judgment-ſeat of 

Chrit before them. Your counſels . 
oughit to be difintereſted, free irom felt- 
imneſs and void of all hypocriſy. You 


have much to anſwer for, if from ſelfiſh 


conſiderations you have miſlæad a ſovereign 


| who truſts to your fidelity, and depends 


upon your counſels, Ile believes you to 
be his lincere friends, and puts conſi- 


| dence in you as Wile counſellors, Do 


not betray im for the ſake of gain, ho- 
nour or ambition. It ought to be one 
leading part of your ſtudy to adviſe him 
to love bis people, and point ou: fuch 
meaſures as will procure their affections 
and endeared regards, With this be 
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will be ſafe and eaſy againſt all his foes, - 
and fortified againſt every foreign ene- 
my: this is one leading object neceſſary 
to be purſued for the happineſs of all 


parties, and very neceſſary for your own 


honour. It js a beautiful thing to fee a 
King and his ſubjects united in their at- 


fection, and cemented with love! They 


will then pray and fight for him, and 


reverence him from the heart: there 


will in ſuch a caſe be no want of ready 
ſervants to ſupport his dignity and pre- 


ſerve his perſon and real intereſt, nor 


want of ready money for all needful ex- 
pences. But, my Lords, beware of ſet- 


ting the King and his ſubjects at variance 
by falſe repreſentations of the one to the 


other; ſovereipns are bat men as well 
as their ſubjects, and ſubjects are frail im- 


perfect creatures, and ready to err. Tell 


the ſovereign that he muſt not expect 
more of men than they are, and adviſe 
him to bear their infirmities: and do you 


| Hove the fobie ds that his majeſty is good, 


gentle 
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gentle and gracious, by reſlecting from 
pour own characters, thoſe gracious rays: 
of majeſty, that ſhine on yo ves: lend 
the ſmiles of his goodneſs, Which light 
firſt upon you, abroad among all the ſub- 
jects in acts of forbearance, long ſuffer- 
ing, and kindueſs. This will make your 
maſter e/tcemed, yourſelves beloved, the 5 


Ty nation qui,, and ihe people happy. 

4h But principally endeavovr to rule by- 
| lau, and never promote any ſtatutes but 
— ſuch as are founded in equity, and tend 
Cr to the welfare of all. For this purpole, : 
92 read and conſider the ſcriptures, ſor in 
i- | rhem you will find the belt code of poli- 
— 4 | 5 cy and Juris prudentis. If you promote 
„ any laws contrary to the word of God, 
el you may inforce them with ſanctions 
m- and penalties, but you will never be a- 
ell ble to make them reach the conſcience, 
ect or make men obey them from the 
„iſe heart ;—nor will it be criminal in the 
you — fight of God to refuſe obedience to ſta- 
20d, tutes that are contrary to his word. My 


ntle 3 1 Lords 
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Lords, i in countries like this, where the 
ſcriptures are in the hands of the peo- 
ple, though they are not peruſed with 
that attention that they ought to be, yet 
when they find human laws fet in oppo- 
ſition to the ſtarutes of the Almigaty, 
tho? for fear of puniſhment they may ab- 
ſerve Jour commands, yet when they ſee no 

en uſe of fear, or when they can with | im- 
»unity, they will think it no fin to dif- 


obey; and provided they think the op- 


pofition between human laws and the 
laws of God to be very great, they will 


even run the greateſt haz ird rather than 
ſubmit to your authority; and if you pu- 


nin them for tra uſgreſſing, they will 
conſider themſelves as martyrs for truth, 
and rank you in the liſt of perſecutors. 
But you may avoid all this by careſally 
conſulting the word of God, which will 


direct you in all profitable things, and 


ſhew you every thing n-edful ro make 
the man of God perfect. Ihough in the fe 


lukewarm times you. may imagine that 


there 


: 
< 
f 
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there is litt le danger foom Godly x zeal ; 


yet, my Lords, when it begins to kindle, 


it wil raiſe ſuch a flame as will put you 
in danger, and perhaps overturn all your 


ſchemes and overſet your _ meaſures, 
Take it as an advice from a friend, who 


really wiſhes you well, however much 


we may differ, to pay a juſt regard to di- 


eedings, and then you will find at leaſt 


arguments to vindicate your cauſe which 


your greateſt adverſaries will not be a- 


71 


vine revelation, in all your political pro- 


ble to gainſay. This will keep your con- 


ſciences clear and eaſy, and make you 
bear reproaches like men worthy of 
| Jour oſlices and the truſt repoſed in you. 


But laſtly ſtudy to reſtrain your paſſions 
and appetites. - Suffer not pride, luxury, 


or any vile paſſion to rule in your minds, 
bor you will never be qualified to rule 
and direct the counſels of a nation 


when you cannot govern your own luſts 
and alfections. A man may be ſuppoſed 


the 


At to rule at a navy-board, and to hold 


| ' 
Kt 
1 
1 
[Hi 
* 
ns 
1. : 
i 
1 
"3 


SIT, 2 
On. 1 NE _ 33 ne Dep 


— 2 ” - . —7 — — 2 — . _ _ * 
gat Brinn, . — ES 1” rn 2 — I * PT, I 21s {GEES + Apes — — 
| Cc 300 8 9—ĩ( 1 — 2 . = 
A 5 d CEO OE IE >< 8 te. 2 a 4 — , in a bs 22 K* R 1 EIS 2 
. 1imiſ.0.4.. ¹Ü1¹ ¹w ee foe ena Mar-—5 om 
— I - — 222 — : — 2 2 £ f 


92 . 
E 
ES 

: 

—_ 


SIE 
tn ET rg 


5 SERMONS re 


the helm of a nation in maritime affairs, 
hat is blown by the wind of his luſts 
from all compaſs and rule, and carried 
by the ride of his appetites, to where. — 
the Lord knows where !—acroſs the 
ocean of ſenſuality into the gulph of per- 
dition! There is an all-wiſe, great and 
mighty Ruler to whom all rulers muſt at 
laſt give an account, as well as thoſe that 
are ruled, who has many arrows in his 

- quiver, and can and will puniſh all injuſ- 

- tice, wherever it is found. No temporal 
dignity. can ſcreen ſinners from puniſh- 
when they are obſtinate and refaſe to 
be reclaimed. But as now is the time to 

conſider theſe matters, I ſhull leave them | 
to your conſideration, and conclude this Fa 
-Pilcourle, nd BY 
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15. 


Preach the Goſpel to every Creature 


' Promiſed in the laſt place to ſhew, 
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that there are ſome creatures that 


are not creatures of God. 


Theſe in 


ſcripture are called creatures of men: 


The Apoſtle Peter mentions a creature 


| of this ſort, which he calls ev) pwruvy rige, 


a creature of man, to which he com- 


mands Chriſt ians to be ſubje& for the 


Lord's ſake, or for the ſake of the Lord. 


Magiſtrates are creatures of both God 
and man, when they fulfill the end of 
their inflitorioa ; and, my Lords, itis 
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damnable to difobey them in that calc : 
but when they pervert their office an 1 
appointment, they are mere creatures ot 

men, and not of God; and then abeci- 
ence to them is really problematical. At: 
thoſe characters and dignities which are 
uot to be ſound in ſcripture, are creatures 
of men; among thele I ſhall rake notice 
of two of theſe forts of creatures. And 


1. A civil mo giſtrate with religious 


juriſdiction | is a mere creature of human 
policy Which has ho exiſtence in the di- 
vine law, or in the Goſpel. The ſupreme 
Magiſtrate has no more authority in Ge- 
termining what belongs to 9 con- 
ſciences than the Biſhop 0: Rome: to 
give the magiſtrate ſych a power is 8 
ly to make him a Pope. The matters 
of God and the king were kept ſepera: 
among the Fervs as long as they beg 
ed God's law; and under the « goſpe! 
Jeſus Chriſt has the ſole autho ority in 
religion, to whom man is accounta— 
able, and to no power beſides. There 
Is 
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1 


is not a paragraph in all the New Leſta- 


mentwiich g1y 8 authority t LO ctwil rulers 


to interlere in religion, except in chooling 

their own, aud hs right they have in 
p 5 

common with other ſubjects of the Lord 


their off 
another for the ſake of f his rel ion, and 
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to ſœe that no perſon give any d Gi urbance 
to another for the fake 51 his ereed; 


Dat divine ravelation gives them no right 


10 preferibe waar hall be the faith of a 
nation, or the form of worſhip they ſhall 


praftife in ſerving God. When any na- 
non's gives its approbation to a power 
witch inforces religion by civil penalties, 


it then forms a creature different from 


any thing that God has made. Civil au- 


thority is an ordinance and erkature of 
God in all things th hat relate to the civil 


and political happineſs of ſocietv. and 


wy - Þ 
every Chriſtians bound to obey Ti for 


conſcience ſake ; but when it extends be- 
vond that bounds, this queſtion is pre- 
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ſently ſuggeſted, IVhether is it latoſul to 


cbey God or man, judge ye? 

For the ſake of being g good Chriſtians, 
and good ſubjects, it is A127 neceſſary 
to know the difference between what is 
human and divine in all public inſtitu- 
tions; for unleſs we perceive ſomething 
divine in the appointment, it will never ſo 
far reach the conſcience as to make men 


obſerve it from the heart. This ſeems 


to have been the reaſon that princes, 
legiſlators, and politicians. in all ages, 
have endeavoured to make mankind-be- 


liere that they received their power and 
authority from ſome divine original, 
This was in the firſt inſtance an acknow- 

ledgment, that all authority ought to be 


conſiſtent with ſuch principles of con- 
ſcience, as render men accountable to 


the Deity as well as to the magiſtrate, 
for their behayiout as citizens or mem 


bers of the ſtate, Numa Pompilius, be- 


fore he introduced his laws among the 


Neu- people, retired to conſult the 


Doity 
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Deity Egeria, and introduced them as 
the laws of a Divinity. There have been 


few legiſlators ſo hardy as to venture to 


iſſue laws and ſyſtems of government 


upon their own authority. There is 
ſomething in mankind that requires an 
higher authority than any thing merely 
human to procure ſubmiſſion and obe- 


dience; for though fear of bodily pu- 


niſhment may have a ſtrong inffuence, 
there are many caſes in which this fear 
is overcome. Anger and a ſtrong de- 
fire of revenge will often overcome all the 
fears of bodily puniſhment, when the idea 
of futurity and an after reckoning in ano- 


ther life will reſtrain and check theſe 


paſſions. —And if we add a perſuaſion of 
being rewarded in the next world for 
ſuffering in this, it will make men ſuffer 
any torture whatever, rather than. yield 
_ obedience to the mandates of government 
and ſtate, which appear unreaſonable and 
finful, The far greater part of legiſla- 


tors have Oy pretended to a divine 


authority | > 
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we to . m 1 and hate 42 
people to procure awe pray all 0 In 
ancient times lawgivers kept the cet 
of government Which they pretended to 
receive from Heaven in their own hands, 
and only gave their report for a ſecuri— 
ty to the people, Which ignorance and 
ſaperſtition received as ſatisfactory.— 
But where men have divine revelation, 
theſe cheats will not paſs; they are r 
dy. to examine ther law book, and 
to compare the divine inſtitution of 
»oyernment therein fer forth, hes thoſe: 
orms that are pretended to be of divine 
Fenn Tae ey thereby are able to 
diſtinguiſh betw veen thoſe creatures of 
men and the ordinnnces of God, winch. 
are bin ding upon the conſcie ge. The 
power of princes and emperors to ſer up. 
a prieſthood, with authority to direct 
the human conſcience, is an old claim, 
but had never any foundation in reaſon 
or the will of God; for as matters of 
| - con - 
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conſcience . are between God and a 
man's ſelf, no power whatioever can 


lawfully interfere, while the perſon lives 


quietly and does not diſturb the govern— 
ment. Such a creature impoſed upon 


ſociety by regal authority, as a dioceſan 


biſhop, to whom they mzuit be ſubject 
in things religious or loſe ſome privi- 
leges which belong to all good citi- 
Zens, is a grievous burden not eaſy to be 
borne, While a perſon lives ſoberly, 
obeys the laws of civil government, ho— 


nours the king and loves his country ; 
is it not hard that becauſe lie Will not 


ſubmit to a creature which God verer 
made, he ſhall be refuſed the honour 
and privilege of ſerving his king and 


his country, according to that ſtatiou 


and rank he holds ia the commun 


nity? Religious teſts to entitle men to be 
ſervants of a ſtate when their principles 


are known to be friendly to government, 
are creatures of men, ſo unreaſonable 
and oppreſſive, that it is firange that 


ever 
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ever any government ſhould have made 
them. To ingraft religion upon civil go- 


vernment, in any ſenſe is a creature of 


men and not of God; for neither our 
Saviour nor any of his apoſtles have given 


the ſmalleſt hint concerning it, but the con- 


trary. It is making the ſupreme mag i- 
ſtrate a very extraordinary creature, 
fiſt to give him a power of creating a 


character which ſhall have dominion over 
his own conſcience, and then have a right 
_ of adminiſtering divine ordinances to him, 
It is plain that in this country the ſove- 


reign is the maker of all the clergy that 


are in it, and yet he himſelf is but a crea- 


ture. Nothing is better known now 
than that a man cannot be a biſhop 
till he is created by the king; till then he 
can neither ordain deacons or prieſts, nor 


perform the act of confirmation. All 


his after miniſterial and epiſcopal func- 
tions, have their original in that which 
gave him his firſt exiſtence as a biſhop ; 
whence | it is manifeſt, chat the orders of 


Prieſt 
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prieſt and deacon, which are indefeaſi- 
bly handed down by biſhops, have theic 
firſt riſe in the crown, and are not de- „ 
rived from the Apoſtles, unleſs it can 
be proved that the ſovereigns of Eng- 
land are the ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles. 
The papiſts upon this head have much 
the better of the Engliſh epiſcopalians [ 
in point of argument; tor they do not 
ſuffer kings to make biſhops, but can 
make them without any civil authority, 1 
which the Engliſh church cannot do. # 
The ſtrange palliatives which are uſed 
to colour over this inconſiſtency, are like 
the prophet's untempered mortar, that 
was very unfit for the purpoſe it was de- 
ſigned for. This power granted, or ſup- 
poſed to be lodged in a ſovereign makes 
him a very extraordinary fort of a per- 
ſon; one that gives being and exiſtence to 
2 creature, whichafterwards becomes his- 
counſelor, and ina ſenſe the keeper of 
dis conſcience, But 
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II. A miniſter of the church with ci- 
vil juriſdiction is not one of the creatures 
of God. Shew me, my Lords, any ſuch 
creature in any one of the Apoſtolic 
churches, as a miniſter of the Goſpel, 
who wasa civil maj iſtrate. This isa ſtraoge 
amphibious ſort of an animal; it has 
the charge both of men's fouls and bo- 
dies; can baniſh men out of the earth, 
and alſo ſhut the gates of heaven againſt 
them. Some of theſe are very miſchie- 
vous creatures, had need to have 
little occaſion to exerciſe their power, 
otherwiſe they would do it with a ven- 
geance. It is perhaps a problem not 
eaſily ſolved, why no men are ever | 
ſo tyrannical and oppreſſive as clergymen 
who have power. Whether this 
proceeds from an abuſe of the in- 0 
ſtitution, or from the will of provi- 0 
v 
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dence, ſuffering men to be wicked, who 
are unwilling to be ſubject to his laws, 
but aſſume offices and claim power he 
ne ver intended to give them, I will not 
5 - 1. 
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determine. But it is moſt natural to 


ſuppoſe, that none but wicked men will 


claim a power, which Chriſt has giv- 
en no man. When they once aſſume 
ſuch apochryphal oflices, it is no 
wonder that they turn tyrants; for 
nothing but their manners or their 
natural tempers can rendcr them 
tolerable : ——Conſcience is out ot 
the queſtion-—for had they conſult. 


ed the proper rules of conſcience, they 


never would have aſſumed power which 
the Lord has not authorized. There 
may happen here and there a clergy- 
man with auti-chriſtian power, who does 


not exerciſe it in its full latitude ; but 
this is a rare cafe, and proceeds more 
from ſome things that fall out in the 
chapter of accidents, than from the nature 
of the thing. If a man engage in an office 
which obliges him, if he fulfill it, to be an 


oppreſſor, he mult upon the whole be ei- 
thera very bad, ora very inconſiderate man. 
know there are ſome allowances to be 

; made 
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made for the education of mankind, and 
the manner in which they have been 
tatored; but even thoſe allowances 
mult not be carried too far; for 
the word of God being very plain, will 
inſtruct any man that is qualified io be a 
miniſter of the word, that he ſhould aſ- 


ſamenopowercexcep:tthat which Chri/thath 


given him; and it will never ſhew him, 
that a miniſter of che Goſpel can be a 
Lord Spiritual, or a Ju/ice of the Peace. 
The reaſon why clergymen abuſe power 
and are the greateſt tyrants is this, 

that they have no right to any, and as 
they claim an illicit authority, for want 
of good principles, providence ſuffers 
them to expoſe their wickedneſs to all 


men. A good man by engaging in an il- 


licit dass may turn bad, and this is one 
of the ways chat God puniſhes him for 
walking upon forbidden ground, namely, 


that he ſuffers him to expoſe his own fol- 


ly. It is impoſſible for a man to be good 
while he is continually doing either what 
he 
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he has no authority or what he is 


forbidden, who to do. Every man 
ſeeks that power which does not belong to 


his character will abuſe it, if he obtain 


it; for no good man will deſire any 


ſuch thing; and it will be as eaſy to 


make a man keep clean feet in mire, as 
make a good man keep a good converſa- 
tion, and a clear conſcience in purſuing, 
as duty, what God has declared to be 
ſinful. 


I ſhall conclude by obſerving chat the 


Goſpel has left nothing ſhort in matters 
of duty more than in matters of privilege. 


All things needful to direct high or lam, 


rich or poor, are contained in it, When 
it is preached to every human creature, 
it ſhews all the duties they owe to God 
and ſociety. Your Lordſhips will there= 


fore do well to ſearch the word of God, 
and there you will find all things neceſſa- 


ry to make the man of God perfe&t,— 
every thing neceſſary to make miniſters of 


tate true Sine thing ne- 
ceſſary 
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ceſſary to make you wiſe unto ſalvation, 
to make you live with pleaſure, and die 
in peace; 5 

Which may God grant it. Amen. 
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JAMES IV, 1. 


From whence come Wars and Fightings 
anumg you? Come they not from your 
Lis? | 


His is coming to the very point :— — 
The Apoſtle has ſaid more in this 


one ſentence concerning the cauſes of 
war, than is contained in many large vo- 


lumes that have been publiſhed upon this 


bloody ſubject. The true cauſe and rea- 


fon of all wars and fightings are men's 
 tuſts, or when one party attacks another 
without any juſt provocation, or upon 


grounds and reaſons that have no evi- 

dence, except in the opinion of the ag- 

greſſor. The defence of the natural 
ey Tights ” 
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rights of mankind, their perſons, liberty, 
religion and property, is not war, but a 
lawful method of preſerving what men 
are poſſeſſed of by either the law of na- 
ture, or eſtabliſhed: ſtatutes. Partizans 
will be ready to diſpute concerning the 
reaſonableneſs of waging war with others, 


and often maintain that the aggreſſor has 


ſufficient reaſons for his conduct and be- 
haviour. But, provided they were out 
of the queſtion, they would reaſon very 


differently. Mankind often deceive 
themſelves, by dreſſing up the object that 
oppoſes their luſts in Fantaſtical or orious- 
colours, and then determine? againſt them 
according to the character they have giv- 


en them. In this caſe they expreſs their 
reſentment according to the uglineſs of 


the picture they have drawn, and not ac- 
cording to the real character of the ob- 
ject. When the paſſions bear rule, and 


luſt prevails, reaſon and conſcience are 


both duped and put to ſilence with the 


noiſe and buſtle of jarring afſections; . 
aud 


MINISTERS er STATE. 93 


and in ſuch a caſe men are carried vio- 
lently away by the force of paſſion and ap- 
petite combined againit reaſon and con- 
ſcience, It will always happen, when 
mankind conſider the gratification of 


their luſts as their intereſt, that they 


will ſeek for arguments to vindicate 
their purſuits after what they defire, 
Satan furniſhed our firſt parents with ar- 
guments for eating the forbidden fruit, 
and they found alto an apology for their 
own tranſgreſhon. Their conſciences 


agreed with neither the one nor the o- 


ther. But whar can conſcience do when 
a ſtrong paſhon has a favourite object in 
view :—men are ſoon checked from the 


commiſſion of the ſins they are not much 
- inclined to. David ſtarted at the thought 
of killing Saul, and his heart ſmote him 
when he cut off his ſkirt, but he was 


not ſo nice and tender-hearted when a 
ruling appetite coveted another man's 


wife: his conſcience flept ſecurely for 


near twelve months, nor do we hear 
M L «hat 
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that ever he was moved for his tranl- 
greſſion till the prophet charged it home 
to him in a ſpecial manner. Ihe prin- 
ciples of right and wrong are very plain, 
and exceeding eaſily underſtood ; and, 
ſerting men's luſts aſide, there never 
would be any wars or fighting concerning 
them. If a robber violent!y take another 
man's property,—if a thiet ſteal his ef- 
fects, —if a foreign power unjuſtly invade 
an inoftenſive nation, and carry away the 
ſubſtance of the inhabitants, or mur- 
der them,—to attack them, defeat 
them, purſue them, and kill them, 
is ju/tice and not war. There can be no 
diſpute concerning the righteouſneſs of 
this proceeding ; for the caſe is lelt-evi- 
dent. The luſt of power and ambition, 
and the luſt of gain may bias the under- 
ſtanding, when people argue in favour of 
themſelves ; but let them change ſides, 
and apply their arguments to others, ſup- 
poling them in their ſtead, and their rea- 
ſoning will take another line of direction. 
r 
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Tae ſtile of the ſacred oracles ooh 


cerning war, is very fignificant aud ex- 
preſſive; the words that are made uſe of 


to expreſs the ſignification thoreof, are 


exceeding characteriſtic in both the 
Hebrew and Greek languages The chief 
word which ſignifies war in t2e Old Teſta- 
ment language; is Milchama, which ſig- 
nifies literally an eating vp, or devouring. 


— This implies ſome ſort of hunger or 
Juſt in the devourer, or in thoſe who 


make war; the cauſe is luſt, the eſſect is 


Eating upor devouring. This is a for t of 


painting in language, which our language 
will not admit of, —— You have in the 


Hebrew, both e and the { ſigniſi- 


cation expreſſed in one word. The 
Greek is alſo very expreſſive, Hense; 


lignifies a ſhedding of blood, as well as 
waſting and deſtroying. This is the true 
character of war. This word in the New 


Teſtament is derived from the ſame root 
that the word devil is derived from, and 
ſhews that all wars come from the devil, 
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and all profeſſed warriors are the children 
of the wicked one, who abode not in the 
truth, but is profeſſedly a waſter and de- 
/iroyer,—-an invader of the rights of 
others. All who are for making war are 
_ wwaſters and de/troyers, and have juſt as 

much glory as the vermin that eat up the 


labour of the year. From theſe obſerva- 


tions we may form a conjefture concern— 
ing the origin of ſtanding armies z—this 
practice proceeds from him who has been 


an enemy to peace from the beginning, 


and continually goes about ſeeking whom 
ne may devour. Making of war always 


implies injuſtice in its nature defence 


of men's natural rights is not deſtroying, 
but preſerving that which it is every one's 
duty to preſerve. The defending of ſuch 
Tights, or claiming them when they are 
aſcertained by palpable evidence, which is 


manifeſt to all unprejudiced perſons, is 


not making of war, nor comes under the 
ſignification of waſting and deſtroying. 
It is only a lawful defence of thoſe rights 
15 and 
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and privileges which the Almighty has 
beſtowed upon all men. To make war 
for the ſake of dominion, is as unjuſt as to 
rob for the ſake of being rich; both pro- 
ceed from the ſame principle, the luſt that 
is in our members. No principles of 
human policy can be juſt reaſon of mak- 
ing war unleſs they are founded in divine 
truth, eſtzbliſhed in laws of nature, and 
felf· evident maxims of morality.—Theſe 
are things eaſily underſtood, and will be 
eaſily perceived by all men, when luſt 
does not pervert their underitanding. 
| But here is the rub; the Juſt of men's 
hearts throws a miſt upon their under- 
ſlanding, and makes objects appear difſer- 
ent from what they really are. Truth 
 wouldappeartheſametoall men, provided 
their corrupt affections did not miſrepreſent 
it. The very ſun when ſhining through a 
miſt appears to be otherwiſe than it really 
Falſe mediums of argument are raiſed | 

by men's luſts, which diſguiſe both the 
premiſes and dale term, and produce 
falſe 
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falſe and unjuſt concluſions. My Lords, 
I ſhall produce the teſtimony of as great 
a man as any of you, to aſcertain this 
point.—lt is no reproach, my Lords, to 
rank Julius Cæſar among great men. In 
his addreſs to the ſenate, though he was 
pleading a bad cauſe, yet he faid what 
is univerſally true: * Thoſe who adviſe 
concerning doubtful matters ought to be 
free from hatred, friendſhip, anger, and 
mercy; the mind does not n perceive 
truth, when thefe ſtand in the way; nor 
did ever any man obey his luſt and true 


advantage at the ſame time. When the 


judgment is fully exerciſed it prevails ; if 
inſt has the poſſeſſion it domineers, the 
mind is altogether rendered feeble*.” 


Ceſar knew al thts from experience, and 


had 


* Omnes homines, Patres, conſeripte, qui de rebus du— 
biis conſultant, ab, odio, amicitia, ma, atque mifer.cor- 
dia, vacuos effe debet. Hand facile an mus verum pro- 
videt, ubi illa obficiunt; neque quiſquam omnium Inbi- 
dini ſimul et uſui paruit. Ubi intenderis ingenium, va- 
let: Si lubido poſſidet, ea dominatur animus nihi! 
valet. Saluſt. Catil. Cap. 39. 
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had he purſned his own doctrine, ge 

would have been a god, as well as a great | 

man. But the teſtimony of ſuch a perſon 

as Julius Cæſar may be of ſervice in con- 

firming what has juſt been obſerved. 

It is indeed no uncommon thing to hear 

{ome politicians affirm that the common 

people are not competent judges of ſtate 
matters, and maxims of human policy with 

regard to war. But if there are any prin- 

ciples of ſtate that plain men cannot un- 
derſtand, they are far too deep to be 
practiſed ; and muſt have their foundation 

laid more upon the luſts of corrupt minds, 

than upon the principles of reaſon and 

ſcience. Such as cannot underſtand, „at 


as they would men ſhould dy to them, 

3 | #2 ought they to do to others, are to be | 
a comprehended within the rank of idiots, 
| of which I hope at an average the number i 
du- is very ſmall. The above maxim is very ] 
Con- 


ro- Plain, good, and eguitable, and would ſerve 
ea- | to direct every part of human conduct, 
Provided 
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provided /uft did not prevail againſ judge 


ment and reaſon. | 


It is a rule which almoſt all men can 


perceive, at i view, and which no man 
can reaſonably controvert, that every per- 
ſon ought to be acquainted with thoſe things 
wherein his own inter et is concerned. 
And though he may, by an act of his own 
will, entruſt others witk the management 
of his affairs, yet it cannot be ſuppoſed, 
that he muſt concern himſelf with their 


management, nor find fault with their con- 
duct, when they act palpably wrong. 


There is as much common ſenſe yet re- 
maining in the world, as will enable every 
man to perceive what is right and wrong 
in every thing that belong to the wel- 


fare of ſociety, and if it were poſſible to 


bring their luſts under ſubjection to com- 
mon ſenſe, they would ſeldom err in their 
judgment, concerning what belongs to the 
cummunity, Wherever there are the 
greateſt number of luſts prevailing, there 
will always be the greateſt number of er- 

TY rors. 
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rors. When reaſons of ſtate policy, with 
regard to war are pretended to be myſte- 
ries, or are made ſuch, they will hare the 
ſame effectas multiplying myſteries in reli 
gion always encreaſe the number of infi- 
dels. It muſt always be conſidered as unfair 
dealing towards the public, to force them 
into a Wer, when they cannot perceive 
that the reaſons for'it are both plain and 
equitable. But to tell them they are 

not competent judges, nor ought to give 
their opinion concerning rheſe myſteries, 

mult be the higheſt inſult to their under- 
derſtanding. Mult men ritk their lives 
and fortunes, and their future felicity in- 
to the bargain, by engaging in a cauſe 
they do not underſtand, or perhaps have 

Zreat ſuſpicion of irs utility? Can any 
1 man e of ſtale, any la Wof a Ot any 
command of a. ſovercign, clear a man's con- 
{cience, for doing what he is perſuaded is 
Wrong, upon the moſt manifeit proof and 
evidence? Melt rhe whole community, 
. N 1e 
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togratify the luſts of a fe ambitious mer, 


Tuth headiong upon death aud deſtruction. 
tor no other reaſon than an arvirrary 


commandment * Muſt not men, poſſei— 
ed of ſouls, of reaſon, aud conſcience, en- 


quire whether they are going to yenture 


their lives for a % or an uw caule ; 
tor the welfare of their country, or to gra- 
tity the luſts of men who pay no regard 


cither to Gad-or wan, farther than they 


can ſerve their own. inztere/t, pride, or 4:1: 


_ biticn? This is luppoling the community 
to be no better than-ſtocks or ſtones, or 


at leaſt Ii ca/tle, who muſt die at the 
command of their maſter, 

If che princes and powers. of bs world 
would enter as.hcartily into an alliance to 
ſubdue their own duſts, and thoſe of their 


ſubjects, as they enter into confederacies to 
carry on war and deſolation, I ſhould 


venture to pronounce; that there would 


ſoon be few wars in this habitable globe. 
Do not ſtare ye ſtateſmen and politici- 


ayy this is not impoſfible to be done, 
provided 


_ 


VCC 


brorided you would ſet an example 


and try the experiment. If there be 
any impoſſibility it muſt ariſe from 
your being in love with your luſts, and 

cauſe you have made a covenant with 
{in and death. But will this excuſe vou, 
when you will be upon a level with the 


meanelt ſabjects, and be made to give an 
account of all your actions before an om— 
nipotent judge? There has been as great 


changes in the manners of the world ſince 
che coming of our Saviour, as there would 
be if all war was laid aſile. The inhabi- 


rants of this iſland once worlhipped /ocks | 
and tones, Went naked in the woods, lived 
continually upon plunder, an4 fed upon 


raw fleſh, and painted their, bodies in as 


horrible manner. In the progreſs of time 
they became civilized, embraced Chri- 
ſtiavity, and were gradually more po- 


lithed, in their manners, by fociety. The 
diſlerence is now fo great, that they are 
not the ſame people. It is but going a 


tp farther, and even war would ceaſe: 


Mortify 
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| „ortify luſt, and there will be no war.“ 
i: is lomething ſtrange that Chriſtianity 
has not Lunt men better manners: Ic 


A has done it.—-But all, who profeſs that 
=  »ciizion, are not 77ve Chriſtians; they 
\* liſten to'the calls of /t and appetite, give 


way.to their paſſions, and forget the laws- 
of Chriſtianity. If ſuch a reformation, 
as laying aſide all war, be impoſlible, it is 
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Wl hien impoilible chat men can do any good 
| at ali; for the ſame luſts, that produce 
Þ wars and ſiglting, occaſion all other 


crimes; and conſequently, there is not 
theJeait hope of ſalvation upon this ſcore, 
Vorthoie,whodo not profeſs Chriſtianity, 

this doctrine is not intended; if Chriſtians 
would but conſider this ſubject ſoberly, _ 
they would ſoon perceive that there can 

be no wär among them, without their 
firit becoming the ſlaves of the Devil, and 
their own s. The Apoſtle has finally 
derermined this point in the words of the 
text From whence come wars? Come 
they not from Jour Luis *— But I ſhall 
conſider 
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conſider this ſubject more particularly, by 


thewing what thoſe luſts are, that are the 
cauſe of war z then point out the beſt 


method of ſubduing them. 


J. There is the luſt of the fleſh, an in- 
ordinate deſire of car nal gratiſication. 1 


wiſh | may bs able to touch this part of 


my ſubje&-with as much delicacy, as the 


 modeity of my audience requires; for it 


muſt be allowed, that there are many 
range and indelicate things implied in 
the loſt of the fleſh. By the word 
which our tranſlators render lull, the 
Crecks uſed to fignify any pleaſure 


pertaining either to body or mind; and it 
is here uſed to ſignify all pleaſures that are 
inconſiſtent with right reaſon and con— 


ſcience. When ie is applied to bodily 
graufications it is called 4%, but when it 


relates to the mind it is called pleaſure. 
But as mankind are at preſent more àddict- 


ed to lit than real mental pleaſure, they 
rive given carnal gratification the name 


of pleaſure; hence che vileſt ofike human 


ſpecies 
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ſpecies are called men of pieaſure, und 
women of pleaſure. And thus they have 
ranked themſelves with the meaneſt and 
vileſt of creatures, in their conceptions of 
pleaſure, We need only conſult the hiſtory 
of mankind and of the world to inform 
us, that the luſt of the fleſh has been the 
occaſion of war. In the days of the Judges 


oflirael, this abominable Juſt almoſt extir- 
pated a whole tribe of the family of Ja- 


cob. The ſinners of Benjamin, ſtimulated 
wich luſt, not only raviſhed and killed the 
Le vite's concubine ; but from a fellow- 
feeling for their offending brethren, ven- 


tured their lives to defend the wolt abo- 


minable action.— The luſt of the fleſh cer- 
tainly renders men mad. How could 


Benjamin have the face to vindicate ſuch 


an action? A deed declared capitab by 
the law of God, and for which his heavy 


judgmenis have been poured down upon 
all nations, that have been guilty of 
ſuch crimes.—Gracious heaven! to ſee 
the people garhering out of all the ci- 
tics 


CY 
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ties of Benjamir to Gibeah, with fecord's, 
ſings, and ſpears, to defend an abomina— 


ble filthy city, almoſt as wicked as Sodom - 
To ſupport the cauſe of adulterers, raviſh- 


rs and catamites— A ſtrange fight ! 


What arguments could they produce for 


their conduct and behaviour? Argu— 


ments! luſt has u arguments except de— 


ile. — What arguments, my Lords, have 
thoſe great peers and nablemen, for deſi- 
ing the beds of their brethren, and ſedu- 
eing their wives ſrom their vows and fedeli- 


ty? What 1—Afk the vileſt of all animals, 


nd if they could ſpeak, they would tell 
vou = ut. In this war ſixty-five thouſand 


men were ſlain, beſides all the people of 
Benjamin, except ſeyen hundred;.—a 
dear price paid for gratifying the juſts of 


a few. What a fad ſpectacle] to behold 
all the cities of Benjamin in aſhes, and 


not a man nor beaſt left alive except ſe- 


ven hundred in the whole tribe, which 
led for their lives to the rock Rimmon. ' 
But vou will perhaps Tay, che Benjamites | 


were 
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were a brave people, fine ſoldiers, and 


fought - a good battle. - Cowards and 
madmen wilt do the ſame upon the like 
oecaſions; but there is no true brave- 
ry in defending fin. Is it brave to run 


headlong into endelſs miſery? It would 


be more brave, and be attended with 
more true glory, for men to conquer 
their luſts, and ſubdue their appetites. 
This would'be attended with great ad- 


vantages, both in this lite and that which 


Is to come. 
Many ſtories in profane hiſtory inform 
us of ſtrange wars that have proceeded 


from the luſt of the fleſh, The Trojan 


war, which took its rife from a laſcivious 


young woman making an elopement fron 


her hutband with a Trojan ſhepherd, 
though many things in the hiltory may be 
fabulous, ſhews that wars have proceed- 


ed from the laſt of the fleſh. Even the 


chicfs of Greece, when purſuing the a- 
dulterer with war, fell out among them. 
ſelyes concerning the capuye girls they 
1 had 
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had taken, and the luſt of Agamemnon 
brought the peſtilence upon the whole 
army, which carried off dogs, mules and 
men, for the ſpace of nine days. The 
lame cauſe ſtirred up the wrath of Achil- 
ies, and made him withdraw his troops, 
and deſert his friends. What a ridicu— 
lous figure does the two heroes Aga- 


memuon and Achilles make, when they 


ſcold each other for a captive girl 7— 


And what adds to the ablurdity, Aga- 
memnon had a wife of his own. Homer 
las painted their characters in the ſtrong. 


t colours, without intending to reproach 


them, though if he had intended to 
cenſure them ſeverely, he could not have 
done it better. Achilles firſt ſcolds like 


a fury, and then fits down and weeps like 


a child, while the adulterer carries away 
Briſeis, as if the Trojans had bg all a- 


lleep, and the war had been ended. 
Where luſt rules men are really out of 
their ſenſes “. For the ſake of a little 
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temporary gratification what. hazards will 
they not encounter? What ſtratagems will 
they not deviſe ?—What crimes will they 
not commit ? The chilling rheums of 
midnight damps,--the unpurged air Preg- 
nant with the fickly vapours of the night, 
—the dread of daggers, nor the fear 
of detection, can reſtrain the laſcivious 
perſon from purſuing gratification. For 
a draught of ſtolen waters, — for a morſel 
in ſecret, the libidinous filthy creature 
will venture his own life, or ſhed the blood 


of his friend. The blocd of nations has 


been made to run like water for the guilty 
pleaſure of one man ;—for the momen- 
tary enjoyment of a feeling Which leaves 
a bitter ſting bebind ir. 


The luſt of the geln ! has been the OC- _ 
caſion of many cruel wars. —Even with 
heaven will men make war, for the ſake 
of corrupt and guilty pleaſure. The 
ancient cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
are laſting monuments of the effects of 
inordinate luſts. The wicked inhabitants 
of 
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of thoſe cities were ſo obſtinate in purſu- 


ing ſenſual delights, and fo inordinate in- 


their voluptuous deſires, that they ia 


tizned Nature herſelf with enjoyment, 


and were obliged to invent new gratifi- 
eations contrary to all natural laws. 


Perhaps ic may be imagined, that this 
extravagant profiligacy proceeded from. 


the barbarity of the times, and from the 


want of politeneſs, which fine education 


and genteel tutorage produce in cisiized 


nations. This does not appear, my 
Lords, to have been the caſe. It is as 
probable that this wickedneſs proceeded 
from refinement, as that it flowed from 
barbariry; for though this abandoned 
and filthy people were made examples 


for all wicked nations to take warning 


from, yet they are not the only people 
in the world that have been charged 
with unnatural-abominations, The Jews 
in the days of Solomon, and the Romans 


in the midſt of their higheſt pretenſions 


to refinement and po! liveneh, greedily pur- 
| | fred. 


l * 
= 2 d = os We er rn entree tee — = — = 
2 — ROY oy — EZ IEEE” £2 EE —— 
= - . — n 1 — — ieed — — — — * —— * = * 


— r 


ay — 
4 


111 SERMONS 1 6 


ſued theſe abominable practiſes that were 
purſued in Sodom. And in fore Chril— 
tian countries, where manners are car- 


ried to the higheſt pitch of refinement, 


the fins of Sodom are not uncommon. 


When men are fo far gone in luſt as to 


war againſt Nature, it is not to be won- 
dered at that they ſhould fight and war 
with one another. The indulging of ani- 


mal pleaſures renders the mind callous to 


true virtue and religion, znd to every 
principle of humanity and goodneſs. 


Appetite grows ſtronger by gratification, 


and, by repeated indulgence, may be 


| carried the length of outrage ; —even fo 
far, that a man will be ready to part with 


the beſt things he is poſſeſſed of to fulfill 
his luſts. Under the dominion and juflu- 
ence of carnal appetites, men will pive 


up their religion, betray their friends, fell 
their country, and make war upon both 


God and Man. What is the reaſon that 
often the wealth of nations is waſted by 
a few, and yet that few are never ſatiſ- 
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ted z— that the more hey get, their de- 
lires are the lronget; - but tliat 7 13 in- 
jattable, and deſire has no bounds © 


But there are e many inſtances that ſhew 
the direful effects of fleſply luſts. Mark 
Anthony loſt the dominion of the wor'd 
for a ſenſual gratification, and his life in- 
to the bargain. Oze Cleopatra is {ufit- 
cient to wafle a world; but what is to 
be expected, my Lords, when every An- 


thony has his Cleopatra. Every Senator 


keers--keeps--al:! I muſt ſay it my Lords, 
keeps a M—ſs. Peaceable times are not 


to be expected when this practice prevails, 


When a man has ſpent his fortune upon 
his luſts, he is obliged, through neceffity, 


to go and fight for more. This is the 
reaſon that ſo many of the armies in 


Europe are compoſed of diſſolute and ra- 
pacious officers, who can never have 
enough, aud why ſo many are fond of 
war. They expect preferment, or per- 


haps plander, to retrieve their waſted for- 


tunes, or to obtain a ſubſiſtance. Were 
men . ſober, and chaſte, they 
would 
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would ſeldom want as much as nature re- 
quires, nor need to fight for the neceſſa- 
Their luſts prompt them. 
firit to ſpend their livelihood, and when 


nies of lie. 


they can neither fulfil their luſts, nor 


ſupport nature, they are ready to fight 


for what. will, mecrly ſupport their 
exiſtence, There are, perhaps, a- 
mong all human appetites, none more 


violent than that of concupiſcence; it is 


the very thirſt of latcivious perſons, which 
makes them, when they cannot have their 
deſires fulſilled, like the rich man in the 


parable, rage with pain and excruciating, 
They fight firſt with them 
ſelves, and are tortur'd with jealouſles;.. 
ſurmiſes, and fuſpicicns ; and when they 


once catch hold of the idea of a rival, 


war and deſtruction ingroſs all their 
thoughts. Nothing except revenge and 
death occupy their meditations; their 


days are weariſome, and their nights 


reltleſs: ſleep flees from their eyes, and 
contentment from their minds. This 
domeſtic 
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3 
domeſtic war breaks out into open hoſti- 
lity with all the world; and the agitated 
ſinner, weary of exiſtence through the 
pains of jealouſy, which luſt creates and 
Increaſes, ſeeks relief in combat, and 
dictares a challenge ;—and ſends it—to 
One as innocent as the child nnborn, 
whoſe only fault is to be preferred to one 
ho deſerves nothing except ſhame and 
. contempt. This is really, my Lords, as 
unjuſt as to make war upon a whole peo- 
ple becauſe they will not ſurrender. their 


Properties to No other mens plea» 
R. ſures. 


When Officers of State, and the Ser- 1 
T'® vants of Sovereigns, have a ſhare in the 
y || Legiſlature, if they are under the go- 


u, | vernment of Juſt, they will make their 
ew | offices, their power, and even the laws 
nd || ſubſervient to their inordinate deſires. 
eir By their voices in the Senate, they will 
1s promote ſtatutes that eſtabliſh ; iniquity by 
nd a law, and proceed fo far as to make 
his modern acts of legiſlature contradict the 
ſtic ancient 
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ancient fundamental conſtitution of a na- 
ton. In this caſe it need not be thought 
ſtrange, chat laws ſhouid be made cx 0% 
fatto to ſerve the purpoſe of !aſeivious and 
rapacious ſycophanis; laws that make an 
adherence to ſundamental ſtatutes, re- 
bellion; and an attachment to legal iber- 
ty, high treaſon. It requires no more 
than to ſay yes or 19 to eileRt all this; and 
who that is a flave to impure pleaſures 
will refaſe their aſſent at the call of their 
laſts? A people declared rebels mult be 
ſubdued ; of conſequence armies mut be 
levied, fleets equipped, officers apprinted, 
and penſtons liberally beſtowed, In con- 
cluſion, if ſucceſs attend the enterpriſe, 
the eſtates of the rebels muſt be con- 
catea: — And who ſhall have the poſſeſ- 
ſion of them? who but the dutiful crea- 
tures Who gave conſent to wake them fo, 
9 their very dear friends. In conſe- 
quence of this, mini iſterial fortunes will 
be acquired, and the faith*ul friends of 
If and cencupiſcence will be able to keep 
| no! 
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not only a Angle female, but to fapport * 


ſeraglio like his Ottoman Majeſty. Then 


will every Subaltern who was only 


able to faſte the pleaſures of fin occaſton- 


. ally, as his finances would permit, 74s! 
in the paradiſe of Mahomet, and enjoy the 


fruits of his toil with his Seraglio of fat. 


len Angels. Who would not determine 
all the world rebels, and guilty of high. 
' treaſon, for a place in ſuch an elyſium ? 


Such is indeed the language of cruel luſt 
and unbounded deſire. But we, my 


Lords, live in better times, in a bet- 


ter country, where virtue, meeßhnoſs, 


modeſty, fear of fin and of God, we hope, 
will .preſerve us from this horrid and 


wicked appetite. Whence come wars; 
come they not from your Juſts ! 


I ſhould proceed to another par- 


ticular, but ſhall new conclude by ob. 


ſerving, that we would willingly hope the 


influence of the Chriſtian religion will 
prevent ſuch great evils, and luſt, ſrom 


Prevailing. in Great Britain or, if they 
$ =. >, Bow! +5 
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abound at preſent, that in due time it 
will purge them away, and render all 
characters ſuch as they ought to be. 
Soon may this happen to all degrees ef 
people. Au RN. 
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James iv. 1. 


Mhence come Wars and Fightings Come 


they not from your luſts? 


 IxTEvp, my Lords, to make this 


_ ditconrſe very ſhort, and ſnall pro- 
ceed to purſue the ſubject propoſed in 
the lait ſermon, according to the plan 
there laid down. 


II. The luſt of covetouſnefs, and un- 
ſatiable deſire of riches and wealth, is 


the cauſe of war. This vile affeQion has 


been the cauſe of much {trife in this 
world; many thouſands have been ſlain 
throngh the influence of this depraved 
paſhon. The domeſtic peace of families, 
and the tranquility of nations, cannot 


continue where this damon reſides.— 
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Where men are addicted to covetouſnels, 
they will purſue all methods whatever 
in order to gratify their luſt of gain. 
This paſſion is an entire enemy to mer- 
cy, for it diſpoſes people always to take 
but never to give, except for lome ad- 
vantage; and where there is the hope 
of gain, a covetous man will conſent ta, 
any act of cruelty whatſoever. 

The luſt of covetouſneſs excludes all 
ideas of right, except when fear and pe- 


nalties inforce the impreſſions therecf, 
and then it is rather a painful ſenfation, 


which they endeavour to be freed 


from as ſoon as poſſible, than any deſir- 


able feeling. If a covetous man is a- 


prince, he will never pardon an offence 


when puniſhment brings profit to the 
crown; nor will he fear to expoſe 
the lives of his ſubjects, provided he 


hopes to increaſe his revenue. With 


regard to his enemies they can expect no 


favour, as long as their lives ſtand in the 


way of his gain, If they receive any 
| quarter 
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quarter it will only be to make them-. 


ſelves, If a covetous man is a miniſter or 


2 royal counſellor, he wil. advite fuch. 


meaſures as tend molt to promote his 


own intereſt, or to encreaſe the revenues. 
that paſs through his fingers, the appli- 


cation of which will be ſuch, as may beſt 
ſerve himſelf, or the friends that ſerve 
him. If a ſenator, his vote will be venal, 
and the higheſt price will always purchaſe 
his aſſent. Covetouſneſs makes the cler- 


gy retail religion for money, and the love. 
of gain will make them zealous for any 
cauſe, where the profits are viſible; for 
this reaſon they gene rally take part with 
Ten in power, and draw near, where 


they know there are loaves and fiſhes. 


They will cry for blood and ſlaughter. at 
the call of power, and echo damnation a- 
gainſt all thoſe whom government have 
appointed to deſtruction. The proceed- 


ings of the clergy in the reigns of Henry 
the VIII. Mary, aud Elizabeth, James 
the I. and all the Stewarts afford palpa- 
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ble proofs of this obſervation. The 
Star Chamber, and High Commiſſion 
Cour ts, vere fanh: drims ot biood, compo— 
ſed chichy ot religious miniſters, ingquiſts 
tions where ſome ofthe ciergy were ingqui- 
fitors gencral. Nething except the cove- 
ting of woridly intereſt, and worldly eaſe, 
would determine men who had the bene- 
fit of the Chriſtian religion, either to ſtir 
up the civil powers, or to join with them 
in perſecuting inoffenſive people, for 
profeſſing what their conſciences dictated 
to them from the word of God, as a rule 
of their faith and duty. 


There is no vice more hurtful to facks- | 
ty than covetouſneſs; it produces wars 
that will laſt as long as any objeQs 
ſtand in the way of that voracious ap- 
petite. Ariſtotle has deſcribed the 
war which covetouſneſs occations very 


elegantly in his ſtory of the eight rob- 
bers, who contended with one another 


for the plunder they had taken, till 
they were all killed except one. Every 
covetous man would have all, if he 

could 


MINISTERS or STATE, 123 


could obtain it. Nothing leſs will ſatisfy 
a covetous perion, tian the whole of 
what his Juſt requires. No means are fo 
unjuit, no practices fo unreaſonable, but 4 
an avaricious perſon will purſue, to ob- | ( 
tain the ends of covetouſneſs. 
Covetouſneſs is a real difeafe of the 
mind, an inordinate deſire o* wealth or 
riches. The poet juſtly calls it, Amor 
ſeeleratus habendi, a wicked defire of ha- i] 
ving.;—when the bent of the affe ctions if 


is perpetually inclined towards objects of 1 
Private intereſt, and the whole pleaſure b 
of the ſoul conſiſts in having the enjoy ?- 

ment of worldly riches. This vile paſſion 

| will make perſons in high life, employ MM 
| their power to oppreſs their inferiors, 4 
and ſeek to wre from them their natu- 1 


ral rights, to gratify the wicked deſire of 

having what their hearts covet. There 

is an inſtance of this in the caſe of Ahab 

king of Iſrael, when he coveted Naboth's 
vineyard. he laws of Iſrael forbade 

any [ſraclite to fell the inheritance of his 
fathers, 
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fathers, unleſs he was redueed to pover- 
ty, and in that caſe he could only diſpoſe 
of it till the year of jubilee. But A hab 
Wanted Naboth to alienate his vineyard 

to him, to be turned into à kitchen gar⸗ 
den. This brave Iſraelite refuſed to ſell 


the inheritance: of his fathers, and gave 
the king a flat denial. But the cruel luſt 


of covetouſneſs raiſed ſuch--a warfare 


in the mind of this wicked king, that he 


never ceaſed till both the honeſt man's 
life and his poſſeſſions were taken away. 
What ſtrange ſchemes does this Juſt de- 
viſe? Jezabel knew what her huſband 
coveted. and ſoon deviſed. a ſcheme to 


have poſſeſſion of Naboth's vineyard. 


She had better never taſted grapes, nor 


changed a vineyard into a kitchen gar- 
den. They proved /p grapes to their 


Ijraelitiſh Majeſties. But it ſignifies no- 


_ thing to reaſon. eicker with man or wo— 
2 man, when their. luſts have an object in 
view; for they will purſue their in- 
clination, if they are not reſtrained, 


khongb 
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beugt ruin ſhould be the een 
thereof. The firſt man and woman loft 
paradiſe, and ruined the world thro” luſt, 
and for the luſt of fruit roo, or what was 
worſe, a luſt of knowing more than was 
meet; covyetonſneſs is the ſame with luſt, 
they are words of the ſame import. But 
to return to the {tory of Ahab and his 
Queen. —T he wicked Jezebel murcered 
an honeſt righteous man for the ſake of 
his vineyard ; true is the old proverb, that 
Kings have long hands, and will not eaſily 
be ſaid nay, when their luſts are ſtrong. It 
is a ſad caſe when dominion and luſt are 
in partnerſhip, for they are always ready 
to turn the balance in their own favour, 
and juſtice and righteouſneſs are made to 
kick the Nam Sabo! is accuſed of - 
curling Gad and the King: we do not 
hear in the hiſtory that this man was any 
way addicted to curſing. —But the accu- 
ſation was made good by witneſles ſub- 
borned for that purpoſe. Covetouſneſs 
will not flick at expedients; the ſame lu 

55 that 
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that brings a falſe accuſation will deviſe 
means to make it good.—— T he poor 
man loſt his life very unjuſtly, Ah ! what 
ſlratagems does norluſl dovite for the ſake 
of gratification? One of theſe accuſations 
was ſuficient to have taken away the life 
of Naboth, but the king could not have 
had his vineyard, unleſs he had been pro- 
ved a rebel and a traitor, Blaſphemy was 
a capital crime by the divine law, but 


though the criminal ſuftered, bis eſtate 
went to his heirs, But in caſe of curſing 
the King, the eſtate was ſorfeited, and 


annexed to the crown. Jezebel knew 
this, and coloured her proceeding againſt 
Naboch, with the pretence of blaſphemy. 
It would by no means appear range for a 
man to ſpeak treaſon againſt the govern- 
ment, when he was fo far gone in wick- 
edneſs, as to blaſpheme the name of je- 


horah. The proving of the firſt would 


gire credit to the latter, though the 
laſt was the main point in view. Did 
Ahab and Jezebel, and their court, 

„ care 


wy 
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care how much the name of the Lord was 


blaſphemed? They blaſphemed it every, 
day themſelves. Is it to be ſuppoſed that 


a Court that worſhipped Baal, my 
Lords, would be fo very zealous for the 
honour of the God of Iſrael, as to put 
the laws in execution againſt blaſphemy ! f 
It is very improbable. But Minilters of 
State have often ſtrange pretences you 
know. It is not many years ſince a zeal of 


this fort, —and which proceeded from 


much the ſame cauſe, made a violent ex- 


ertion againſt blaſphemy in a country 
well known to your Lordſhips. The cul- 


prit was not ſtoned to death, but was pu- 
niſned full as far as the la ws would per- 


mit. Were his accuſers in their hearts 


ſuch enemies to blaſphemy, that they 
could not even endure the ſmell of it 
when it was even under locks and keys? 


The caſe was much the ſame with this 


of Naboth, who was fo inſolent as to give 


his ſovereign a ſaucy anſwer, and would 
not Pare with his birth-right. Blaſphemy 
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was only a ſham, to colour over the reſt 
of the proceedings. 

Covetouſnefs is real idolatry ; for un- 
der the influence of rhis Juit, the world 
and the things thereof occupy thofe de- 
ſires, and afſections, which ought to be 
employed in the fervice of its Great 
Creator and. Redeemer. A covetous 
man cannot be truly religious, nor in any 
reſpect a good member of ſociety ; for his 


unbounded defires are never fatisfied, as 


long as he fees others poſſeſſed of what 


he covets and has not. Befides the laws 
of ſociety require, that every man accor- 
ding as he is able, ſhould afford neceſſary 


aid and relief to thoſe in want and diſ- 
treſs; but a covetous man receives no— 


thing with a defign to part with it again, 


provided he can hold it without danger 


to himſelf, or the reſt of his poſteſlions. 


With regard to religion he does not judge 
himſelf concerned with its intereſts; for 
as the Lord is not his God, he pays no 
regard to his authority. — Ile _— 


Mammon, 
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Mammon, and pays all his deyotion to the 


worid. 


The luſt of having power has been 


the occaſion of many wars and much 


bloodſhed. Dominion over others creates 


an agreeable feeling in corrupt minds. 


To be at the head of aſtairs, and to have 
a multitude of humble ſervants, flatters 


human pride and vanity. There is a ſpe- 
cies of mankind, my Lords, who imagine 
that others were made for them, to whoſe 
lives and properties they have as good a 


right, as they have to their goods and 


chattles. If mankind happen to urderſtand 


their own rights and privileges, and re- 


ſuſe unreaſonable ſubmiſſion, thoſe who. 


have dominion over them, conſider this as 
an inſult to their authority; and if they 

will not acknowledge their power, they 
levy war againſt them as rebels. It is well 


known that arbitrary men have often no 
other reaſon for making war upon others, 


but merely for the take of dominion; 
tor every other valuable end and purpoſe 


might 
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might be anſwered without violence. Even 
| Jaw-ſuits proceed often upon this baſe 
principle, namely, the love of power, 
when, for the ſake of obtaining a few yards 
of diſputable ſoil, men will waſte a whole 
eſtate, for the fooliſh deſire of having the 
better of others. How many provinces 
have been laid waſte? how many towns 
deſtroyed? how many cities have been raz- 
ed to the foundations? For what? For 
no other reaſons than becauſe they would 
not ſubmit to unreaſonable authority, and 
acknowledge a power, thathad noright to 
rule over them. Alexander had no more 
right to wage war with the State of 
Greece, than Greece has now to make 
war with the States of Holland ; but 
through a luſt of power for eee he 
| fanghrered innocent people becauſe they 
would not call him Maſter and Lord of 
what he had no right to poſſeſs. The 
ſame thing may be ſaid of the Romans, 
who for the ſake of dominion croſſed the 

SO ſeas, 


— — 
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ſeas, and invaded peaceable nations, 
which gave them no kind of offence, nor 
ever heard of the name of Romans till 
they cane in perſon to inform them. Theſe 
overbearing tyrants came even to Britain, 
and ſlew all that would not take on their 
yoke. What was the canſe of all this war 
and rayaging of peaceſul nations? truly 
nothing except the luſt of power, and of 
having dominion. And pray, my Lords, 
what is it, that has carried the arms of 
Great Britain to the continent of Amer1- 

ca? Be ſo kind as inform the ignorant, for 
you can tell the cauſe and reaſon of ſend- 
ing ſuch huge hoſts of men to that part of 
the world. Some ſay it is the luſtof power 
that is the reaſon thereoſ; ſor all uſeful 
ends might have been ſulfilled without 
once drawing the fword, Was it not the 
luſt of power that ſtimulated the govern- 

ment of this country to ſend ſuch arma- 
ments to America, to let the coloniſts un- 
derſtand that the Britiſh legiſlature will 
have abſolute dominion over all the em- 


Pie, 
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pire, even contrary to nature and the 
Spirit of Law © Nothing but the Juſt of 
power united with the luſts 1 have al- 
ready mentioned, could have determined 
ſome perſons to proceed as they have 
done; for all the ends that were valuable 
and worthy of the nation, might have 
been gained without bloodſhed. Perhaps 
the Coloniſts had an averſion to the 
power of biſhops, or the management of 
ſome miniſters of State. And where was 
the harm of that? Many at home think 
they have too much power, but is that a 
good reaſon for the reverend bench to 
give ſanction to the ſhedding of blcod ? 
or for miniſters to ſeek revenge becauſe 
they cannot have as much ſubmiſſion as 
they would delire? Ah! vile luſt rules 
under lawn as well as purple; re- 
ligious men will become dupes to 
ſtateſmen, for tne ſake of a ſhare in domi- 
nion. What wars will not the Juſt of 
power, or pride which is mnch the ſame 
Eng, make men engage in againſt their 
fellow 
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fellow men and ſubjects? It made king 


Charles the firſt wage war with his ſub- 


jects, till he provoked them to reſi ſlance; 
and what was the conſequence ; I need 


not mention it, your OY knows 
it well. 


There 1 is nothing more vain how the 


deſire of having power, and yet no— 


thing more common. Almoſt every one 
would have it if they could obtain it; it is 


an object even among beggars, But how 


yain is it? it cannot be long held; the 


greateſt potentate muſt yield it up at 


death. How finely does dominion fir upon 


royal aſhes, and the rotting fabrics of mi- 
niſters of ſtate? A begyar and a king have 
equal authority in the grave. Lewis the 


XIVth, Cardinal Mazarine, the Duke of 
Marlborough, and Count Talard, have 


juſt as little power now, as the meaneſt 
ſubject: or the loweſt ſoldiers. Their duſt 


is now equally powerful. Would thoſe 
who are fo fond of making war for 


the lake of Power, only conſider; how 
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greedily the worms in a ſhort time will 
riotin their carcaſes, and have dominion 
over them; it would help to cool their 
luſt of power, and damp their deſire for 
dominion. 

This vile paſſion makes men diſregard 
all laws natural or revealed; it pays no 
regard to reaſon, nor will it liſten to the 
dictates of conſcience. The ſon of Solo- 
mon is an inſtance of this. His ſubjects 


petitioned him moſt humbly for a redreſs 


of grievances, but his luſt for power and 
abſolute dominion, blinded his eyes and 
would not ſuffer him to liiten to their rea- 
ſonable requeſts. He would be a greater 
opprefior than his father, and would ſhew 
that his dominion was greater ;—and my 
Lords, this new king was ſurrounded with 
miniſters, that gave both fooliſh and dan- 
gerous advice. His new miniſtry prompt- 
ed his pride, and made him diſpiſe the 

humble petitions of his dutiſul ſubjects. 
Truly, my Lords, they had much to an- 


ſwer for: they were the inſtruments of 


loſing 
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loſing, not thirteen tribes, but there were 
ten loſt for ever, to the family of David. 


And had not the Almighty over-ruled 


this head-ſtrong prince, he would 
have run the riſk of loſing all his do- 


minions ; for he was preparing to reduce 


his revolted ſu j<&s to obedience, by 
waging war againſt them. He had his 
army ready, and his troops in order, to 
vindicate his claim of dominion, but the 


Lord forbade and reſtrained him. Thus 
you ſee, that in ſeeking dominion he loft 


what he had; as all men ought to do, 
when their ambition grows exorbitant. 


There is a memorable inftance of the 
luſt of power in the civil war between 
Cæſar and Pompey; the one could not en- 
dure an equal, and the other conſd not 
tufter a ſuperior ; ſo to gratify the luſt of 


thoſe ambitious men, two cut. throats, 


legions of Romans were Hain, and the 


blood of the nobleſt citizens made to run 
er Water. 
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to flee from its influence; if a perſon 
happens to be born within its reach, it 
will never loſe fight of him. He will not 
be permitted when he is oppreſſed to 
leave his country and chooſe another. It 
he flee to the wilderneſs it will purſue 
him, and in the midſt of 7hichers it will find 
him out. It is a ſtrange idea, my Lords, 
that becauſe a man is born in a nation, 
which is not his own doing, he wuſt 
always belong it, let him be ever ſo 
ill uſed, by the arbitrary domination of un- 


reaſonable men.—And, if he ſhould hap- 


pen to travel a thouſand leagues, and find 


2 country that belongs to nobody, the 


power he was under will claim it, on 
account of his being there, as ſoon as they 
hear where he is. And ſhall he inſiſt up- 


on the rights of nature, and refuſe to give 
away his . property..to the power that 
aſked it, however unreaſonable the de- 


mand may be, he will ſoon find himſelf 


ſurrounded <vith fleets, and invaded with 
legions, Which will make no ſcruple to take 


away 
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away his life, becauſe he i is declared to 


be a rebel, by men who are actuated by 
the luſt of Jominion. Do you not think, 
my Lords, that this is very unreaſonable, 
cruel, and wicked. This is certainly con- 
trary to all the ideas of reaſon and religi- 


on, that nature and the word of God teach 


us. Has not the Apoſtle James fairly in- 
veſligated the true cauſe of all wars? — 
all the politicians in the world cannot 


give a more true and juſt one. I hope, 


my Lords, you will agree with him, and 


hate it as much as he did. — But whether 


you do or not I muſt conclude. I ſhould 


have proceeded to the laſt Point, but this 


:1 defer... 
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And all the King's Servants bowed ts 


Haman, but Mordecai bowed not, ner 
did him reverence. 


| E had well nigh ſuTered for his ob- 
11 4ſtinancy.—— Such men as Haman 
will not eaſily put up with an aflront; a 


ſmall matter in ſuch a caſe as this, is of- 
ten conſtrued to have a very deep mean- 
ing. Many things would be ſaid on this 
occaſion by the friends of Haman : They 


would be ready to tell over all Shuſan, 


that this Mordecai was one of the king's 
enenies, becauſe he did not bow to the 


nod of his prime miniſter ; that he was of 
a people that were diſſerent from all other 
nations, 
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3 
nations, and could not endure monarchy, 
nor were willing to be ſubject ts Rings, 

that he and his people were a race 17 ya 


ritans, inclined to republican principles, 
and would, if they had power, ſap the 


foundation of the empire, — That they 


were hypocritzs, and made uſe of religion 
and that apparent ſtrictneſs of conduct, 


which they purſued, only to cover over re- 


bellious and inſidious deſigns. You know, 


my Lords, that in courts many things are 


ſaid to ſerve the ends of politicians, that are 


very far from having any foundation in 


truth. Nor is this ever accounted any 


reproach to men of rank or perſons in high 


life. 


But where could the ground of offence 
lye in Mordecai's not bowing to Haman? 
It was contrary to thoſe ideas of religicn 
which Mordecai had learned from his 


anceſtors, or rather from the God of If- 
rael, to pay ſuch an homage to a ſinful 
and mortal creature, and the want of 
it could do Haman no ill, According 


to- 
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to the Hebrew original, the word uied 
here ſignifies rhe higheſt degree of wor- 
ſhip and ſubje&ion, and what the Jews 
paid to God alone, and to no human crea- 
ture. It was unreaſonable in Haman to 
expect ſuch an homage to he paid to him 
from a man who worſhipped the true God. 
But what has pride and ambition to do 
with reaſon and religion? — A proud man 
knows nothing of either of them ; all 
that he conſiders is to make every man 
bend to his will, and bow at his nod. 
It was eaſy for Haman to impute Mor- 
decai's behaviour to ob/tinancy or enmity 
to the government of the country.—You. 
know, my Lords, that Biſpop Laud, and 
the miniſtry in that time, accounted it ob- 
ſtinancy in the Puritans, becauſe they 
would not bow to. the altar with their 
faces towards the eaſt, and fulfil ſome other 
pieces of peagantry N in faſhion; and 
played ſeveral of Haman's tricks, "hey 
ended much in the ſame manner that he 
did. The miniſiry and the clergy in the 
reigns 
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reigns of Charles the Second and James 
the Second, put many thouſands to death, 
becauſe they would not bow to the image 


of Tyranny which had been ſet up. Bur 


what was the conſequence ! the blood of 


theſe Martyrs at Jaſt brought heaven's 


vengeance upon the throne, and thoſe 


that ſupported it, and made them turn va- 
 gabonds upon the earth. 


But let us purſue Haman a little in his 
progreſs, and ſee how he behaved and 
finiſhed his career. This, mini 


ſer was an Amalekite, a nation in no wile 


friendly to the children of Iſrael; for 
when the ſeed of jacob came out of the 
houſe of bondage, Amaleł was the firſt 
that attacked them when they were in 

the wilderneſs and very unable to defend 


themſelves. —Irt muſt alſo be remembered 
that Amaleh was deſcended of Eau, for 


he was the ſon of Eliphaz, the eldeſt ſon 
of Eſau by Timna his concubine. It is 
thought that the ſamily of En never for- 


Yor theo d ſtory concerniny tac loſs of the 
8 birthi- 
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birth · right, and for that reaſon took every 
opportunity to diſtreſs Iſrael either by 


fraud or violence; it was a malicious diſ- 


poſition to remember an offence ſo long, 
and it would appear that the Almighty 
ſuffered the Amalekites to be deſtroyed in 
tae days of Saul, on account of their malice 
and <wickedneſs. They were now no more a 
nation, tho*many ofthem were ſcatteredas 


theJews are at preſent, up and down all 


the earth, but they ſtil] retained their old 


enmity. Agag was the king of the Amale- 
kites, ſo Haman was a deſcendant or ſome 


relation of the ancient royal fami! „who had 
wormed him ſelf into the court of the king 
of Perſia, and retaining the arbitrury prin- 
ciples of his anceſtor's houſe, wanted to 


practiſe chem in the Perſan empire. Ile 


does not appear to have been long in of- 
ſice, before he diſcovered his principles; 
his pride and ambition ſoon began to diſ- 
cover themſelves in what one would be 


ready to call @ very trifling circumſtance, 


which a perſon of any ſagacity would not 
hae 
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have thought worth his while to have ta- 
ken the leaſt notice of. Becaule a 
poor captive Jew would rot bow the 


| knee or proſtrate himſelf before him, he 
could pot enjoy all the favours which the 


j 


15 


king of Pera had conferred upon him. 


This was the only thing that picqued his 


cai the Jew did not cringe to him. My 
Lords, pride and ambition will diſcover it- 
ſelf in ynall, as well as in great things; 


«ad 


is no: the value of Ke things tem- 


ſelves, but the opinion men have of them, 


that makes the having or wanting of then! 


pride, and rendered him uneaſy, All his 
honours were nothing as long as Morde- 


create pleaſure or uneaſineſs. Litile fouls 


are vexed with very trifling matters, 


while great minds will endure much with— 


out ſhewing the leaſt uncaſineis. This 


Haman was now at the height of all his 


expectations; he was the ſecond man in 
the empire, and highly ia favour both 


with the king and the queen be Jen 
with them, and drank with them, when 
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others were kept at a diſtance, and had 


every favour ſhe wn him that he could ex- 
pect. But nothing would ſerve him un— 


leſs poor Mordecai was brought to his feet. 
He could expect no advantage by having 
a poor Jewlyingprofratebefore him; this 
could put but ſmall matters into the trea- 

fury. But, my Lords, what think ye, of a 
man ſhewing his power and authority ? 
Ah! the luſt of power is a ſtrong paſſion 
It is a ſweet thing to ambitions men to 
ſce ail the world cringing as their hum- 
ble ſerrants; they would riſk an empire 


rather than loſe this gratification, Aſk 


experience concerning this point, and 
you will not be able to deny it. What 
profit could ariſe to the-empire of Perſia, 
trom all the tribes of Iſrael being brought 
to the feet of Haman? It would not have 


brought one ſhilling into the treaſury. But 


then the authority of the ſenate, if there 
were any, and the power of the crown, 


would be ſupported, with all their true 
digni 1). A poor dignity, my Lords, 


where 


„ 
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where there is neither a phyſical nor mo- 


ral advantage gained! 


But Haman goes on; he wants all the 
race of the Jews extirpated from the 


ſace of the earth; horrid reſolution ! He 


has them firſt owt: lawed, aud then he ap- 
points the time of their deſtruction. 


Letters are written and ſealed with the 


King's ſeal, which the miniſter proſtituted 


ſor the purpoſe of ſhedding blood. This 
prime miniſter, my Lords, deceived his 
.maſter, by a falſe repreſentation of the 
captive Jews. Eear how he tells his ſto- 
ry. There is a certain people ſcatiered a- 


broad, and diſperſed among the people in 


all the provinces of thy kingdom, and their 
laws are diverſe from all people, neither 
| keep they the King's laws ; therefore it is 


not fit for the Ring's profit to ſuffer them. 


Tf it pleaſe Thee, let it be written ibat they 


may be deſtroyed. Do you think that this 
was a fair ſtate of the cafe? It is true they 


were ſcattered abroad through the pro- 
vinces, but how could they he'p that! 


It 
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It was not choice but neceſſity that 
brought them into that ſituation, But 
that they did not keep the king's laws 


was mere flander, for which there was 


no proof but Haman's word. But it was 
not for the King's profit to ſuffer them. 
Certainly it was; for the more ſubjects 
a King has the richer and ftronger he is. 
A King's wealth depends upon the multi- 


tude of his ſubjects, and not the extent of 
his dominions. Deſolate valleys and wild 
mountains without inhabitants, will en- 


rich no ſovereign, . But the true ſecret 


was, Haman was offended, and he want- 


ed them deſtroyed. Ah! curſed ambi- 
tion, what ruin halt thou brought upon 


mankind ! no degree of innocence is a 


defence againſt thy inveterate influence. 


All things were now ready for the de- 
ſtruction of the Jews except the permiſ- 
ſion of heaven, This Haman never 
thought of. The money was raiſed to 


pay the expences of the war, and all 


thiogs were in the greateſt forwardneſs 
_ 5 =: or 


MINISTERS or STATE. 147 


for the ruin of the whole ſcattered tribes 
of Iſrael. When, lo! on a ſudden, mat- 
ters take another turn. Mark my Lords, 
how Providence interpoſed ! how the 


God of heaven counteracted the ſchemes 


of a wicked and proud Miniſter of State © 


The King could get no ſleep and called 


ſor the book of records; an happy cir- 
cumſtance for the devoted Jews, and 


Poor Mordecai, who to all appearance 
had no long time to live. It was found 
that Mordecai had ſaved the King's 
life. This was a palpable contradiction 
to Haman?*s charge. Falſehood and vil- 


Jainy, my Lords, will ſometime or other 
be detected. The very man that was ac- 


cuſed of having principles inimical to the 


King and his government, had detected a 
conſpiracy againſt the King's life. When 
courtiers have private ends to ſerve and 
are not under the government of virtue, 


they will affirm any thing to ſerve their 
own purpoſes at the expence of every 


principle of juſtice and morality. The 


ſearching 
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ſearching of the records opened a ſpeedy 
deliverance for Mordecai and the Jews. 
How happy a circumſtance was it that 
this good deed was recorded! it might for 
ever have been neglected had it not been 
| Poſted in the book of records. But let us 
take a view of the ſcene which goes be- 
fore the opening of this, now hinted. — 
Haman had been at the banquet of wine 
with the king and queen, and returned 
elated with zride and ambition, be- 
canſe none of the nobles were called 
except himſelf, but in returning he ſees 
Mordecai at the king's gate, who did 
him no reverence ; this threw a damp 
npon his ſpirits and filled him with me- 
lancholy. When he had told his ri and 
family, all his glory and the high ſavour 
he was exalted to, he could net help 
mentioning this mortifying anecdote con- 
cerning Mordecai. Tet all this availeth 
me nothing, ſo long as I ſee Mordecai ſitting 
at the king's gate. May ſhame and a 
thouſand worle things bsfal thee Ha- 
on man, 
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man, who in the midſt of ſo wack glory : 


aould not be happy, becauſe a poor Jew 


was permitted to fit at the King's gate. 
Had he been invited to the feaſt and fer 
at the table above thee, what couldſt thou 


have ſaid more ? If he gave thee no ho- 


mage he did thee no evil, and it was 
zean, very mean in thee, to be fo dil- 


compoſed about a zrifle. But it was 12 
trifle to Haman. His whole heart was ſet 


upon this one object, and all his glory 
could not eaſe his melee while this 
rub was in his way. 

His wife and his friends ſoon deviſe an 
expedient. Then ſaid Zereſh his wife ant 
all his friends unto him, Lei a gallows be 
made fifty cubits high, and to morrow ſpeak 
thou to the Iting, that Mordecai may be 
hanged thereon ; then go thou merrily with 
the Hing unto the banquet, Ah Zereſh, 
What an helliſh advice is this you give 
your huſband ! Can he not be great 
without murder? Can no ſcheme be de- 
viſed to Ny his pride, SRD Ine: 
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fSoeddirg of blood? Ah curſed paſſion 
but to morrow will fiad other employ- 
ment ſor your huſband, and open a 
new and unexpected ſcene. How won- 
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Ws derſully do the wheels of providence, 
| turn round! and how rapidly! Haman 
i was come into the outer court to ſpeak 
Ml to the Ring about hanging Mordecai. 
9 But inſtead of gaining his purpoſe, he 
| leviſes the higheſt preſerment to the 
1 perſon, which of all others in the world 
| he hated moſt, Says the King; What ſhall 
[11 be done to the man whom ihe King delipht- 
{| chi honour © Haman was now upon 
I the ſtretch what to deviſe, thinking the 
i honour would light upon himſelf : and 
If it muſt be allowed that his device was a- 
19 bundantly estravagant.—“ Let the royal 
11 “e apparel be brought which the King 


enſeth to wear, and the hoiſe that the 
« Fing rideth upon, and the crown royal 
* that is ſet rpon lis head: and let this 

„ apparel and horſe be delivered to the 
Fand of one of the King's moſt noble 
b* prnces; 
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* Princes; that they may array t 
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18 man 


„ withal whom tho King delightet! Uto 


U. 


„ honour, aud bring hir on ho: ſeback 


e through the ſtreets of the city. an! 
„ proclaim before him: Thus ſhall it be 
done to the man Whomthe King delight 
e eth to honour.“ My Lords, con! dthe. 

be a more wild and fa device thou 


this? Did not all this fhew that Tam 


* Wide 


would have been King if he could hays 


reached the point ?—The King's roy. 


apparel, the King's horſe, and the King“ 


royal diadem, ard one of the King's moge 


noble princes to perform the ceremony 


] „ 
his loudly proclaimed the princitles and 


tne amoition of the man. May we not 


* 


{ſuppoſe that Haman's pride would rife 4 


degree at every clauſe of the ſentence; 
he uttered, and his heart would fut 


ter with ſelf approbation? he would 
be imagining himſelf mounted upon this 


King's horſe, dreſſed in the royal ap- 
parel, with the crown royal upon bi; 
head ; he WO ould ASAT by ant: AIDAtion t 1 
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proclamation of one of the King's moſt 
noble princes, and fee the crowd ſtaring 
in, amaze, at the honours con Ferre 
upon him. He would imagine how 


pleaſed Zeriſh his wife would be to ice 


her buſband dreſſed in ſuch ſtate and dig- 
nified with ſuch honour. In a word his 


device ſhews all thefe and many more 
feoliſh imaginaticn; that would work upon 


his heart during the period of this reverie. 
Then the 1 00 ſaid io Haman, Make. 
haſte and tahe the appar and the horſe as 
thou haſt ſaid, and do even ſo to Mordecai 
the Jew that fattcth in the King's gate.— 
Good heavens, the man will drop down! 
vee how he looks ! he js pale as aſhes! 
there is not one drop of blood in his face, 
his knees ſmite upon each other !—his 
whole frame is convulſed ! What a ghaſt- 
ly ſigure he makes! Hamlet's ghoſt ap- 
pears an angel to him. Had it been any 


other perſon than Mordecai, it would 
till have been a grievious mortification to 


the pride of Human. But Mordecai, the 
man 
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man whom he hated above all men, the 


man for whom he had prepared x gal- 
jows ſeventy-five feet bigh, io lead UI 
through the city in ſtate, was worſe than 
death. Only conſider, my Lords, that if 
it were your own caſe, how would you 
endure ii. It would, no doubt, be as fore 


an affliction to Haman to trudge at the 
foot of Mordecai's horſe, as it would be 


for Lord B—— to lead Mr W——'s 


through the city of London in the ſame 


manner. I cannot help pitying him. 
The ſhock was ſo much the more ſevere 


as it was ſudden, It was what his pride 
deſerved, and his cruelty truly merited, 


but on that account he was the more unfit 


to bear it. What a ſtrange figure he 


would make in his proceſſion through 


the city Shuſan, with all the people 


gazing, the rabble running and ſhouting ? 
See ! ſee! Behold Haman! Haman, who 


yeſterday made a gallows for Mordecai 


the Jew, and went to day to aſk to have 
tim 
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kim hanged thereon, walking at his foot 

like a page, all du/t and dirt. DO 
There is no doubt, wy Lords, that the 

populace, who are oftentimes / ed by 


ſuch as llaman, would now in his re— 


verſe of fortune expreſs their revenge, 


by the pleaſure they would take in his 


humiliation; and give him many taunts 


and jibes in paſſing through the ſtreets of 


the city, which would go like darts to 
his heart. Do you ſee the man, that no- 


thing would ſerve except royal appare), 
and the King's princes to lead his horſe 

through the city, become the foot page 
of a captive Jew. Sic tranſit gloria mundi 


No better comes of pride and ambition. 
A haughiy ſpirit goes before a fall. — 

Theſe and a thouſand other ſarcaſns 
would, no doubt, meet the ears of Ha- 


man while he was perambulating the city 


with Merdecai and his horſe at his hecls. 


The princes of Media and Perſia would 


not be ill pleaſed at his mortification; 


for almoſt all men in their hearts abhor a 


very 


— © aa 
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very ambitious man. They would look 
through their windows and ſmile at 
the man, who deſpiſed all the great men 
of the empire, now acting the part of a 
lacquey to a Poor captive Ijraciite, and 
irudginz at his horſe's feet. : 
But ſuppoſe the proceſſion over; ſor 
it would not laſt very long, as Baman 
would, no doubt, endeavour to get it oft. 


his hands as ſoon as poſſible, in what con- 


dition muſt ne imagine the firlt miniſter of 
Nate in Perſia to be. We need ima- 
gine nothing; the text informs us, 
Haman hafted to his houſe of mourn- 
ing, and havins his head covered. 
Had he never done any more to create 
ſhame than what he had now done, 
he might have gone with an open face 
through all Shyfban ; but his pride and 
wickedneſs had cavſed him to make a pal- 
lows for Mordecai, whom he hoped to 
have hanged, and now his hopes were 
gone, while the guilt of the intention re- 
mained upon lis conſcience. : 


But 


* 
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But how would he be able to tell his- 
friends and Zereſh his wife the maneuvres 


of that day? he mult have done it in the 


beſt manner that he could, —for the text 


informs us, that he told them all, and 


that they proved like Job's comforters to 


him, and aggravated his diſtreſs. If ler- 


decai be of the ſeed of the Fews, before 
whom thou haſt begun to fall, thou ſhall 
not prevail againſt him, vtt ſhall 3 fall 


before him. 


Haman had ſcarcely got his hearr 


eaſed by telling his doleful ſtory, before 


the King's chamberlains came to haſten 
him to the banquet which the Queen bad 
prepared, He now went with a different 


tone of mind, from that which he had at 
the laſt feaſt. But go he muſt. We 


are now drawing near to the period 
of Haman's career. There are ſome 
things interwoven with the fall of this 
miniſter that muſt be conſidered. The 


Queen in her own defence, and that of 


her people was the cauſe of bis down- 


fall, 
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fall, though it does not appear that ſhe 


intended his death. A number of cir— 
cumſtances concurred to work his over- 
throw and humble his ambition. That 


the Queen ſhould have been called into 


the preſence of the King, at a time when 


it was not expected; that the King ſhould 
be rendered reſtleſs and uneaſy till the 


records were brought to him ; that Ha- 
man {hould deviſe his own diſgrace in 
contriving honour for Mordecai, which 
he meant for himſelf, are all circum- 
{tances, of which, the ſpecial providence _ 
of God ſeems to have been the only 
cauſe. | 

But let us now attend Haman to the 
banquet of wine, the laſt that ever he 
taſted in this world. He had not yet 


thought upon the rever/ing the decree 


which bad been paſted againſt the Jews : 
the Queen had therefore good reaſon 
to plead her own cauſe againſt his wick- 


edneſs. When tne King gave her an op- 


portunity to aſk what ſhe pleaſed, ſhe did 
U not 
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not aſk for Haman's death, but aſked tor 
her oton /ife and that of her countrymen, 
that they might be preſerved from the 
ſentence that was now paſſed againſt them. 
Could any thing be more modeſt? Let 
my life be given me at my petition, and my 
people at my requeſt : for d are ſold, and 
my people are to be deſtroyed, to be ſlain 
and to periſh. Such a tale as this could 
not but alarm the King, and he exprefles 
how much he was intereſted in it by his 
quick and ſudden interrogation. Who is 
he? and where is he that dur/t preſume 
in his heart to do ſo? It is plain that the 
King had been brought into this meaſure 
againſt the Jews by ſurprize, otherwiſe 
he would not ſo ſoon have forgotten 
what he had done. Truly, my Lords, 
Miniſters of State have much to anſwer 
for, who miſlead a Sovereign that puts 
truſtia them. What a deluge of blood 
would Haman have brought upon bis 
maſter's head, had not providence pre- 
vented it? He meant to have killed 
1 „ An 
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and deſtroyed all the Jews throughout 
the whole empire under the ſanction ot 
his Maſter's authority. | 

The Queen's reply to the King's inter- 
rogation is warm, and expreſſed with 
great earneſtneſs, the adverſary and ence 
my is that wicked Haman, and there was 
good reaſon for earneſtneſs on this occa- 


ſion. Skin for in, all that a man hath. 


will he give for his life. Haman in the 


fore part of the day was much calt 
down; he went home mourning with 


his head covered, but now there is 


greater reaſon to be concerned. There 


is a capital charge brought home to him 
in his face; it is no lefs than high treaſon, 
a deſign againſt the life of the Queen. 


How mean, my Lords, are tyrants when 


they are brought to a pinch ? See how 


the miniſter turns ſuppliant to one of 
the very perſons that not long azo he 


had paſled ſentence of death upon. Ile 
intercedes with the Queen for his own 
life, with ail the daſtardly abjectneſs of a 


Wicked 
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wicked tyrant and a coward, But his 
means did not anſwer the end. Wicked 
men ſeldom have preſence of mind in dif- 
ſiculty ; every meaſure they take tends 
to their ruin. Why did not Haman make 
his eſcape when the King was inthe gar- 
den; for there was as yet no ſentence 
paſſed upon him ? The wrath of the King 
might have cooled, had the object gone 
cout of the way. The ſinners hands make 
the cords by which they themſelves are 
caught. Haman ran to his own deſtruc- 
tion; rhe King found him in the Queen's 
bed, which was another additional of- 
fence, and added to the flame of the 
royal indignation. He covered his face 
not long ago for ſhame, but it is coyered 
now, never more to behold the ſun. 
They covered Haman's face, and no 
doubt let him away out of the royal pre- 
ſence, but it proved in the end to be to 
the gallows. There are always ſome of- 
ficions perſons, when the tide turns a- 
gainſt a man, to help him down the 

ſtream. 
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ſtream. Harbonah, one of the chamber- 
lains, ſaid before the King, behold the gal- 


lows, fifty cubits high, which Haman made 


for Mordecai who had ſpoken good for the 
Ring. Miniſters of State, when they in- 
cur the King's diſpleaſure, muſt not ex- 
pect any favour or aſſiſtance from their 
fellow. courtiers: They will be ready to 
tell all the ill they know of them. What 
occaſion had Harbonah to be ſo officious, 
and circumſtantial, in his ſtory concern- 
ing the Gallows? It was of no conſe- 
quence whether it had been fifteen or 


fifty feet high. One cannot ſee any 
reaſon why Haman ordered it /o high at 
firſt, unleſs, through ſome fatality, he 


did it to make his downfall more like his 


ambition; he loved always to be high, 


and his latter end was an image of his 


life. Ah! the ſentence is juſt, but ſud-- 
den and ſevere! Hang him thereon, Not 


give the miſerable ſinner time to ſay, 
Lord have mercy upon me! It was hard, 


my Lords; I would not give my conſent 
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to have my greateſt enemy ſerved ſo. 
They might have done a thouſand things 
to him, beſide hanging him :—Might 
they not have confined. him in priſon, 
baniſhed him, or ſent him on board a 
| ſhip, to help to clear ſome channel or 
river, under the government of ſome of 
thoſe he had zyrannized over? In the 
| ſpace of ſome years he might, perhaps, 
have repented, and turned from his 
evil ways.—But to hurry a miſerable 
wretch out of time into eternity, in the 
twinkling of an eye, without giving him 
leave to ſee his wife and children, or 
ſpeak to his friends, was a dreadful affair. 
Had there been trial by jury in Perſia, 
Haman might have had ſome chance for 
his life, or at lealt been fairly tried, and 
his wickedneſs condemn'd by the law of 
the land; — but to be ſent out of the 
world at the command of one man, was 
exccedingly arbitrary. My Lords, it 
any of you imagine that you would rule 
the nation better and ſafer without 

15 juries, 
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juries, I would adviſe you to reflect upon 


this ſtory in the text. Princes are 


changeable creatures, and court favour 
uncertain : If you tall into diſcrace, per- 
| haps impeachment may follow, and then 
you will fee the real uſe and benefit of 
Juries. You cannot be higher in the fa- 
vour of your maſter, than Haman was in 
the favour of the King of Perſia; and yet 
you ſee how Fortune's wheel whirled 
round, till it whirled Haman out of his 
life and ruined his whole family. The 
moral reaſons of this cataſtrophe of Ha- 
man and his family, are ſufficient to vin- 
dicate providence in his downfall. He 
determined to ſhed innocent blood (and 
was juſtly puniſhed for his intention) 
which, in the eye of the divine law, was 
much the ſame as if he had committed 
the deed. For he would have done it 
if he could. | 
But I muſt hailen to a concluſion, — 
My audience may learn from this ſtory, 
that the higheſt men are not ſafe, what- 
Me ever 
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ever power they may be poſſeſſed of, 
while their conduct and behaviour is not 
regulated by the rules of mercy, and 
truth. When rules of policy are not 
founded in moral laws, and when govern- 

ment is not executed according to the 
moral will of the ſupreme legiflator of 
the univerſe, the magiſtrate who executes 
them, is in a dangerous fituation. The 
God of heaven will not ſuffer the powers 
of this world to rule long, when they 
trample upon natural juſtice. My Lords, 
there is a nc plus ultra—hitherto thou ſhalt © 
come and no farther, Things may ſeem 
to promiſe fair, and all go ſmoothly on 
for a ſeaſon, to let men diſcover their in- 
tentions, that all may ſee the juſtneſs of 
the downfall of oppreſſors. But the 
wheels of providence are all the while 
turning round, and will in che concluſion 
cruſh every power that is not directed by 
the moral will of God. There is one 
ſimple rule which ſhould be obſerved by 
all men who are ſet up to govern others, 

or 
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or into whoſe hands government is com- 
mitted, namely, never to promote acts of 
government that are not /elf-cvidently 
founded in natural juſtice and the vill 
.-of God. Common ſenſe will teach all 
men, who are not ideots, the one, and 
develation the other. If there be 
any diſpute upon this head, it will 
proceed from ſome lu/?, that wars in 
members of ſociety. No penal ſtatutes 
whatſoever ought to be made for any 
conveniency, that docs not anſwer amoral 


end and purpoſe ; nor ought the dignity 


of a crown or legiſlature be ſet in oppo- 
ſu ion to any principle of natural juſtice or 
moral truth; for, in ſuch caſe, it is not 
true dignity, but the A of royalty 
and legiſlature. What is often called the 
dignity of the crown, ought to be called 
the ambition and pride of ſome Miniſter of 


State, who minds more his own intereſt 


and ambition, than rhe true dignity of 
his maſter and the Crown. For as un- 
reaſonable as the lower ranks of mankind 


= arg 
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are ſuppofed to be by men in power, 


yet, my Lords, I would whiſper a ſerious 
thing in your ears, —that it is very caſy 
for rulers to pleale them. Ir requires no 


more than to rule by ;uſtice, and keep the 
fear of God before your eyes. Let not go- 


vernment be intolerably expenſive, for 
there never can be any reaſon for making 
a divine appointment burthenſome. Men 


in high life have often falſe ideas of the 


ſolemnity of government; they imagine 


the expen/ive pageantry of ſtate, gives dig- 
nity to government in the eyes of the 


people; but this is a miſtake. The peo- 


ple are not quite ſo ſenſelets and ſtupid 


as the idea implies. They will pay more 
reverence to government dreſſed in 7ruth 
and. zu/ice, than in ermine; and pay 


more regard to a decent grave man, ex- 
ecuting juſtice in merey, than to a ſplenaid 
tyrant, ſurrounded with officers of juſtice, 


arined with the implements of death. It is 
a wiltake which often loſes a government 
the affections of the ſubjects; they ima- 

| gine 
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gine that they want diſcernment, and are 


not judges of what pertains to their own 
affairs. I can aſſure you, my Lords, they 
pay you off in your own way, when you 
judge in this manner, and ſay often ſome 


very ſhrewd things concerning the cha- 


raters of men in high offices. They 
compare great things to ſmall, as Virgil 
compared Rome to Mantua, though they 
do not find reaſon to make ſuch a differ- 


ence between you and themſelves, as the 


poct made between Mantua and Rome. 
If you were to hear them talk about the 
{tories of Doclors Commons, and the in- 


 trigues of courtiers, it would amaze you. 


They will often fay to one another, 
“ Theſe are fine men indeed, to direct 
public affairs, who cannot govern their 
own appetites. Are theſe the makers and 
executors of our laws, that prophane 


them ſo openly and abominably, who 


neither ſeem to fear God nor regard 
men? Matters are come to a fine paſs, 
when adulterers, whoremongers, fernica= 


tors, 
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vors, and gamblers, become legiſlators. The 
l nation will certainiy thrive now, when 


[ ſuch godly men have the management of 
4 it, We may expect the taxes will be 
| leſſened, and our money laid out with 


great ceconomy, by the jockies of New- 
market, who are ſo frugal in their own 
| affairs. Religion will thrive now when 
| Lord Spindleſhanks is placed at the head 
of the Church.“ Truly, my Lords, you 
would be ſurprized to hear the ſarcaſms 
which the country people throw forth, 
upon ſuch topics, againſt people in high 
rank. Would you imagine that a coun— 
try hind would be able to keep a regiſter 
of all the natural children of every juſtice 
of the quorum in the county? The peo- 
ple are really not ſo ſtupid as you ima- 
gine; I could give you many inſtances of 
their ſagacity, but theſe may ſerve ſor 

a ſpecimen. They are almoſt all ac- 
quainted with the ſtoiy of Haman, and 
know the height of the gallows to an inch, 
and make ſome very zertinent comments 
1 upon 
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upon it, that would aſtoniſh you. I have 
mentioned theſe things, my Lords, for 
vour information, and {hall leave you to 
ponder upon them. Amen. 
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| SERMON VI. | 

l I KINGS. xii. 18. 

1 Then Ring Rehoboam ſent Adoram, who , 
| | das over the Treaſury, and all Iſrael 

l Aoned him with ſtones till he died. 

l TFLus was contrary to all law and 

| government :—But there was now 

] | no government in Iſrael. The folly of 

l the King and his new miniſtry had now 

ll reduced the kingdom to a (tate of nature. 

1 Every one did what he pleaſed ; and that 

Adoram felt. This is a ſhocking affair, : 


my Lords : God grant that we may never 
ſee any thing like it in this country, | | 
The ſtory that goes before will ſhew us 
the reaſon of this affair. It is plain from 
the context, that, at the time of Solo- 
„„ mon's 
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mon's death, the kingdom of Iſrael, tho? 
apparently in a flouriſhing condition, was 

very much oppreſſed, and the people 

were groaning under very Peavy burdens. | 

| The expences of the King's honſhold © |||] 
were exceedingly extravagant: Solo-: 
mon's proviſion for one day was thirty ö 
meaſures of fine flour, and threejtore mea- i 

fures of nical, len fat oxen, and Iwenty oxen . Wl 

out of the pajtures, an hunared ſheep, and W_ 
roc-bucks, and fallow decr, and fatted 1 
fowl. What a prodigious expence this i 
would come to, provided commodities —_ ; 
were as dear as they are now in Britain? | 
Three hundred buſhels of fine flour, fix I 
hundred buſhels ot mea}, ten far oxen, ii 
rwenty out of the paſtures, an hundred I 

| 
| 


ſheep, and a vaſt quantity of veniſon and i 
fowls, forty thouſand horſes for chariots, 
„and K e ihouſand horſemen. There is 
. three millions for you at once; and if you 1 
5 pleaſe to add the penffons of the great 
efficers, and other contingencies for the 


year, you may perhaps make as much. 
. A mot 
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A moſt extravagant peace eſtabliſhment! 
And above all this, the people were op- 


preſſed with labour in building houſes ; 


for beſides the temple, the king's own 


houſe coſt a vaſt expence, and held the 
people employed forthiricen years. — And 
what was worlt of all, they were not left 


at their liberty, but levied out of the 


tribes to carry on the king's works : thir- 


ty thouſand cutting down timber in Le- 
banon, three ſcore thouſand bearing bur- 
dens, and three thouſand three hundred 
_ officers ſet over them, all labouring like 
ſlaves to advance the glory of one man. 
No wonder the people complained of an 
heavy yoke. Ir is true the flyer and the 


gold were plentiful, but they were of 
little value, and in that caſe were no true 


riches. Solomon's Eaſt India Company 


brought in a large quantity of foreign 
commodities: but as theſe were only 


Jaxuries of life, they added no true riches 


to the nation, but introduced corruption 


and diſſipation. Apes and Peacocks are 


but 
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but trifling commodities, ſomething like 


the trinkets which are mtroduced from 
China to England, very gaudy to look at, 


but exceedingly unprofitable to the con- 
ſumer. Perhaps there never was Aa 
poorer country, under ſo rich a King, as 


Urael was in the latter part of Solomon's 
Teign, His houſhold expences, and that 
of his government, in the time of peace, 
were very extravagant, Three hundred 
Concubines and ſeven hundred Wives 
were not eaſily ſupported, Beſides, vice 


became very predominant during the 


time of Solomon's apoſtacy, and the na- 
tion was groaning under oppreſſion. 


This was the reaſon of all Hrael laying 


their petitions of grievances before the 


young King, when he came to the throne. 


The text informs us, that Rehoboam 
vent to Shechem, far all Iſrael were 


come to Shechem to make him King. Does 


not this, my Lords, ſtrike you with a 
manifeſt idea, that hereditary right, 


without the conſent cf the people, gives 
So Es no 
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no man a title either to government, or a 
kingdom. Solomon's ſon was his heir, 
but could not reign till he was choſen by 
the people. This was both natural and 
<a/onable, whatever Caſuiſts may lay to 
the contrary. Had Rehoboam taken it 
19 this view, he would not have had his 
dominions curtailed in the manner they 
were. The people aſked nothing bur 
what was reaſonable, and preſented a 
very humble petition, Thy father made 
our yoke grievous, now therefore make thou 
the grievous ſervice of thy father, and his 
oe which he put upon ts, lighter, Was 
there any thing unreaſonable in all this ? 
They did not want.all burdens removed; 
but only ſome hard ſervices leſſened: 
there was no diſloyalty in this requeſt ; 
they certainly had a right to petition 
their King, for a redreſs of grievances, 
and they uſed their right very modeſtly. 
The King took three days to conſider 
the ſubject. One would have thought he 
needed not to have taken an hour, the 
Tos „„ matter 


( 
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matter was ſo plain; bat he had his mini- 


ers to conſult ;—And had he taken the 
advic2 of his father's counſellors, all had 


been well; for they adviſed him right, 


and gave lum wholeſom counſel ;—Ard 
they ſpate unto him, ſaying, If thou <wilt be + 


a ſervant unto this people this day, and 
wilt ſerve them, and anfuur them, and 
fpeak goed words unto them, then will they 
be thy ſervants for ever. Could there be 
a wiſer and ſafer advice, my Lords, than 
this? It was as much the duty of the 


Sovereign to hear their petition, as 
_ theirs to obey his Jawful commandments. 
He was their ſervant, they his, and 


it was their mutual intereſts to ſerve 
each other. All Sovereigns, in a mo- 
ral view, loſe their right to rule 
others, when they turn oppreſſors; 
their government is no longer an ordi- 


nance of God, than it is conſiſtent 
with his moral will. Were we, my 


Lords, to reaſon upon this ſubject, it 
would be natural to enquire, what is the 
Will 
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will of God concerning this point, and 


whether it is the right of every man to- 
know the Divine Mind concerning civil 
government? And whether, upon ſup- 
poſition that the practice thereof 1s pal- 


pably oppoſite to divine rules, every man 


has a right to judge of the difference, 
and form his conduct accordingly? There 
are two rules to be obſerved in this en- 


quiry: The firſt is, what the law of na- 


ture and reaſon dictates, and what the 
will of God requires? Reaſon and the 


law of nature are the fame in all things 


they teach concerning right and wrong 


and Revelation does not differ from them, 
though there are ſome who havethe bene- 
fit of the firſt, that have not the privilege 


of the latter. If either the eſtabliſhed 
laws of nations, or the temporary man- 
dates of ſtates, are contrary to 7heſe, 
they cannot be lawfully obeyed: In this 
caſe any man fnay reſiſt them without 
fin, and in caſe he is not able to reſiſt, he 


ought to ſuffer rather than obey them. 


It 
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It is alledged that the vulgar are not ca- 


pable of judging concerning principles of 
government ;—1l anſwer, they are then 
not capable of being guilty of tranſgreſ- 
fion ; for where there is a want of capa- 


city of judgment, there can be no ſin. 
This is a dangerous argument, my Lords, 


and expoſes government to the violence 
of every one who can overturn it with 


impunity. You have no defence againſt. 


any perſon, in this caſe, who is reſolute, 
except ſuperior ſtrength ; for the gallows 
will not frighten a man who is not con- 
ſcious of guilt, if he has any degree of 


natural fortitude. Try to perſuade the 


vuloar that there is any caſe in which 
they cannot fin, and you will ſoon perceive 


what operation it will have upon them. 


But when you tell them they are not 
judges of your manceuvres of State, they 
will ſoon tell you that they cannot tranſ- 


greſs what they do not underſtand ; and 


that you require of them more than the 
Deity requires of them, or even ſuppoſes; 
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ſured that even amongſt the loweſt claſs 
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for he requires no duty without firſt al- 


ſowing men to judge of his laws, and 


makes no laws beyond the reach of their 
underſtanding. Thar fooli{h thread-bare 
maxim of minor politicians, ought ro be 
totally given up, That the vulgar are not 
qualified to judge of maticrs of State, Why 
do your Biſhops give them confirmation ? 
Why do yon adminiſter oaths unto them? 
And why are they admitted to the Sa- 


crament, if they are fo ſtupidly ignorant? 
Does any thing that comes through 


the fingers of government, require 
more real underſtanding than thoſe chat 


have been juſt mentioned. All the 


common people may not be qualified to 
underſtand financiering, or how to ma- 
nage a ſinking fund; but if the grounds 
of government were kept clear, no 


fuch thing would be wanted. This is 


only a medicine for a diſeaſe in govern- 
ment, that has been brought on by folly 
and continued by madneſs. And be al- 


of :- 
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of the people many underſtand the 


theory of financiering as well as the 
Pirſt Lord of the Treaſury ; and with 
regard to practice, bis wiſdom cannot be 


much admired on ſome occaſions. To 


annex penaltics to laws, that are not 


ſelf evidently founded in natural juſtice and 


the revealed will of God, and obvious to 
the meaneſt capacity, is juſt as unreaſona- 


ble, as to puniſh a man for not running fo 


laſt in the midſt of pitchy darkneſs, as 
when it is clear ſun-ſhine. 


But, that the people have a right to 
-judge of government and governors, by 
divine approbauon, is plain from the 


tory before us, which we ſhall purſue till 
we come to the fall of Adoram. My 
Lords, it is now-three days ſince we 


keard of Rehoboam and the people of 


Iſrael; he has had both good and bad 
counſel given him during this period. 


He rejected the counſel of the old men, 


and adviſed with thoſe that <ere grown 


u with him and food before him: ' Look- 


ing 
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ing for preferment no doubt, for which 
moſt men always reckon themſelves qua- 


lified. 1 almoſt tremble to read over 
their advice to this infatuated monarch. 


And the young men that were grown up 


with him ſpake nnto him, ſaying, Thus 


halt thou ſpeak unto this people, that ſpake 


wnto thee, ſaying, Thy father made our 


| yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto 


us ; thus ſhalt thou ſay unto them : My 
little finger ſhall be heavier than my fas 


ther's loins. And now whereas my father 
did lade you with an heavy yoke, I will 


add to your yoke ; My father hath chaſtiſcd 
you with whips, but I will chaſtiſe you 

with ſcorpions. Ah! what a fooliſh and 
wicked advice, my Lords. There were 
vigorous meaſures for you. But it is 


one thing to form a ſcheme, and another 


to put. it in execution, - your Lordſhips 
know this from experience. How were 
the people aſtoniſhed, at ſuch a cruel an- 


ſwer to their dutifal petition ! It would 


amaze them; but we are ſure it vexed 
them. 
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them. It is evident the King ima- 
gined, that a little Readineſs and per/c- 
verance would humble the pride of 
the people; they would fall out among 
'themſelves, and would not continue in 
their oppoſition : —That it was all owing 
to Feroboam, and a few factious leaders 
among them, who could not long conti- 
nue to agree among themſelves: That 
if they once ſaw but a few royal troops, 
well appointed, they would ſoon return 
to their duty: That a raw undiſciplined 
-militia could never make bead againſt 
men who were inured to diſcipline and 
underſtood war, and had the ſanction of 
royal authority. All theſe things wouls, || 
no doubt, be affirmed by the young mi- 
niſtry, and believed by the King. But 
one thing is certain, that from this time | 
forward the ten tribes were never ſubje& | 
to the Houſe-of David. For the text at- 
-firms that J/rael rebelled againſt the Houſe 
-of David, and never were reconciled 
to the government of it. Rehoboam, 
Oo when 
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when he ſaw how far matters would go, 
and threatenings had no effect, he want- 


ed to try negotiation ; but as he was un- 


fortunate in the choice of a mini/ery, he 
was unhappy in the choice of a commif- 


Jeoner to bring about a reconciliation. 


Adoram, a man of all others unfit for 
ſuch an office, was ſent with powers to 


treat with the revolted tribes. It 
would have required a man of charac. 
ter, of temper, and of great wiſdom, 


to have managed ſuch a weighty and ten- 
der.piece of buſineſs. A man that had 


been a taſk- maſter over 'hewers of wood 


and bearers-of burdens in Lebanon, was 
not fit to bring about a reconciliation of 
this ſort. The people had not yet forgot 


his management, when he was over the 
Jevy, when they were obliged to work 
hard in hewing ſtones, and cutting down 
timber, for the King's palace, This 


Adoram is called Adoniram chap. iv. 6. 
and had now for a long time been Firſt 


Lord of "the Treaſury, —But i it would ap- 


Pear 
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pear his conduct was not agreeable to the 


people. The moſt of all the burdens of 


nations proceed from miſmanagement 
in the treaſury; and this ſeems now to 
have been the caſe. Matters were now 


come to a criſis, .a change of men and 
meaſures was neceſſary, but the King 


either would not or could not ſee it; and 
Adoram would not reſign of his own ac- 
cord, Perhaps he would ſay, that as he 


had managed the helm of State when the 
wind blew fair, he would not quit the 
lip in the midſt of the ſtorm, but would 


bring her into port if poſſible : But, my 


Lords, he was ſhip-wrecked, and the vet- 
fel daſhed to pieces. This was fool-har- 
dineſs; for a man ought to make an eſti- 


mate of his ſkill, as well as his reſolution, 


in a caſe like this. It is madneſs, wilfully 


to daſh a veſſel againſt a rock, for the 


ſake of being accounted brave. Adoram 
ought to have reſigned, when the people 
would not treat with him. Ah! my 
Lords, reſignation is a bitter thing; there 

are 
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are many ſweet things in the corners af 

the treaſury, for feeding men's Juſts,— 

But they are ſometimes like the book 
the Apoſtle John eat, which was ſweet 
as honey in his mouth, but bitrer ia his 


belly. They taſte "_ but they Welt 
Bally. 


Then Ning Rehobonm 1 Adoram, who- 
vas over the Tribute, and all Iſrael froned 
Him with ſtones that he died. Lord have 
mercy on us! The man's as dead as 
Nimrod, who died fome thouſand years 
before. This, my Lords, is an action 
that I cannot approve of. It was certain- 
ly murder; and, though perhaps Ado-- / 
ram deſerved all he met with, yet it was 
not right in the people to be ſo ſevere. 
1 do not hear that they gave him time to 
alk mercy and forgiveneſs, Perhaps he 
might be like Archbiſhop Sharp, Wo 
would not pray when his executieners 
deſired him and gave him liberty. Be 
this as it may, I would not wiſh to ſee 
the moſt abandoned Miniſter of State in : 
__ .__ Europe 
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Europe, uſed in ſuch a manner. But 


who can help the people, when they 


are, by the miſmanegement of rulers, 
reduced to a ſtate of nature? They have 
then juſtice in their own hands, and they 
will uſe it. Perhaps, my Lords, he was. 


guilty of bloodſhed, or had taken away 


ſome peoples lives unjuſtly, during the 
time of his miniſtry: If this was the caſe, 
it was a glorious action; for he that ſbed- 
deth man's blood, by man ; ſhall his blood be 


| ſhed. Murderers deſerve no mercy ; the 
law of God allows them none. But 
who are murderers? Thoſe, my Lords, 


are guilty of murder, who, for reafons 
not mentioned in the Law of God, take 


away the lives of others deliberately, 


either by themſelves or their authority. 
When men continue to obſerve divine 


ſtatutes and human laws founded there- 
on, thoſe, who kill for reaſons of Aale, 
are guilty of murder. Before a man's 
blood be ſhed, there ought to be a mo- 
Tal reaſon for it. There is not a power 


upon 
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upon earth that has a right to make any 
more capita] crimes than the divine Law 
makes. It is ſtrange, my Lords, that 
thieves ſhould be hanged, and adulterers 
ſhould eſcape : This is contrary to the 
divine Law. And it is alſo amazing 
that litile thieves ſhould ſuffer, and great 
ones ſhould get clear. This is certainly 
partiality. . 
Whatever were the reaſons of the peo- 
ple 8 proceedings, you ſee Adoram is 
gone; it is hard to ſay what a nation 
will do when they are heartily provoked. 
The hiſtory of Charles the firſt affords a 
proof of it, particularly in the times 
of univerſal diſorder. It is good, not to 
provoke a people too far, leſt they ſhould - 
commit ſome outrage. They are, in ge- 
neral, eaſily managed. One thing will do 
it: Tale away the wicked from before 
the King, and his throne wil be eſtabliſh- 
ed in rightcouſneſs. But who are wicked? 
All proud men,—covetous men, —tyran- 
nical men, —adulterers, — and all who 
do 
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do not fear and obey God,—All who 


do not keep the day of God holy are 
wicked, and ought not be truſted with 


the concerns of a nation. 


But Tſhall conclude this diſcourſe, by 


. conſidering ſome of the moral reaſons for 
this revolt, and the fall of Adoram. I 
ſhall only lead your views to a few things 
which are recorded in Scripture hiſtory. 
But Ring Solomon loved many ſtrange 
women. And no doubt, his Prime Mini- 
ſter did the ſame; for they are always 
g ready to imitate their maſter. Theſe 
wives and concubines always led his 
heart from God, and made him turn ido- 
latrous and ſunerditions; which, God ac- 
counted treaſon againſt him. No man 
can ſerve his luſts and obey the Almigh- 
ty at once. It is not to be ſuppoſed, 
that followers of vile women, will either 
ſerve God or their king faichfully. A 
man of pleaſure, or a woman of pleaſure, 
are enly genteel names for vile filthy 
- ereatures, The Almighty has given allmen 


an 
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an inſtinct for propagating their ſpecies, 
but he has alſo confined them to rules: 
and when theſe are tranſgreſſed the wiſe 
purpoſe is ſeldom anſwered. Solomon 
had but one ſon, notwithſtanding all the 
wives and concubines he had; nor do we 
hear that ever he had either ſon or daugh- 
ter except Ræhoboam. Heaven's curſe will 
always attend fornicators, one way or 
other, The luſts of the fleſh render the 
mind callous to ſpiritual exerciſes ; and 
men given to laſciviouſneſs, are generally 
either addicted to ſperſtition, or inclined 
to atheiſm. Their feelings are merely 
imaginary, and never reach the heart. 
It is plain chat king and people were guilty 
in ſome reſpe& of idolatry, for the text 
ſays, Becauſe they have forſaken me, and 
have worſhipped Aſhtoreth, the goddeſs of 
the Zidonians, Chemoſh, the god of the 
 Moabites, and Milcom, the god of the chil. 
dren of Ammon, and have not wclked in 
my ways, I will take the kingdom out 
a s ba nds, What could poſſeſs 
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the King and his miniſtry, to introduce 
idolatry, when it was ſo ſeverely threa- 
tened? J will give you the reaſon, my 
Lords ;—their luſt and vices rendered 


their minds indifferent to all true reli- 


gion, and they made choice of that 
which was moſt agreeable to their appe- 
tites and paſſions. Popery never over- 
ſpread Europe till all ſorts of wicked- 

neſs abounded, and men departed from 
the pure dictates of truth. And, my 


Lords, the ſame cauſes will bring it back 


again to places, where it has been in 3. 


manner a ſtranger for ſome ages. Lam 


not ſure but I could prove that the late 
popiſh bill proceeded from the fame 
cauſes, by which 4/btoreth, Chemefh, and 
Milcom were introduced into the king- 


dom of Iſrael. Ihe introduction of 


theſe gods was owing to the women of 


the nations to whom they belonged, 


and probably proiefants intermarrying 
With papi/ts is the cauſe of introducing 
aheir gode, and giving countenance 4 

A their 
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their idolatry. I dare ſay Ahtoreth is 
juſt as good a god as either St. Becket, or 


the Virgin Mary; — knows as much 
about what men are doing in this world 
as Abraham does, and that is juſt— no- 
thing at all. Public authority for teach- 
ing idolatry has a ſtrange appearance, 
my Lords ;—T he Son of Solomon and 
his people ſmarted for it; We ſhould 
take warning from things that have hap- 
pened, and guard againſt the cauſes of 
evils.—-But in the days of Rehoboam 
there were Sodomites in the land. Good 
Lord deliver us from ſuch vermin !— 
Surely there can be none of theſe in Eng- 
land where Chriſtianity is profeſſed. I 
wiſh it may be ſo, my Lords. Fame is 
not to be truſted, if ſome of theſe vile 
animals are not in ſome parts of the na- 
tion, and not ſo very ſecret either. I 
hope it is not true, but if it is ſo, it has 
-2 bad aſpect. You ſee what it brought 
upon Iſrael, and was one of the moral 
cauſes of the diſaſters we have been 
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They ſtoned Adoram wit) 
Amnen. 
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t ones that he died“ 
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SERMON IX. 


2 SAM. XXIV. 14. 


And David ſaid, I am in a great ſtrait: 


Let me fall into the hand of the Lord, 
for his mercies are great; and let me 
not fall into the hands of men. 


HE King of Iſrael appears now to 

1 have been at his Jaſt ſhift :—if 
he had- thought of this affair ſooner, 
his preſent embarraſſment would have 
been prevented.——But you will be 
ready to ſay, what had David done to 
bring all this indignation upon himſelf 
and the nation? Numbering the peo- 
ple was no great affair, and what King 
would not deſire to know the ſtrength 


of his dominions? My Lords, the 
Almighty 
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Almighty thoughtotherwiſe; and he had 
ſufficient moral reaſons for his judgments. = 
It argued either want of confidence in 9 
Jehovah, who had promiſed to protect 
Ifrael by his almighty providence, or 
great vanity in the king, in the time of 
profound peace, to diſturb all the nation 
wich a public cenſus. It is moſt proba- 
ble that David numbered the people 
with the ſame deſign that people number 
their cattle, to know his own power, 
riches and importance; and to let them 
ſee what authority he had over them. 
There is a dreadful enchantment in the 
notion of having power: It intoxicates 
the mind, and makes men do many fool- 
iſh things. Joab, who was always a good 


friend to David, ſaw the impropriety of 9 
this meaſure, and endeavoured to diſ- 1 
ſuade him from it, but he could not 
| : 5 | # 0 
prevail. The king was ſet upon it, and i 
would be his own miniſter: -but he 1 
ſoundly ſmarted for it. What a com- i 
pound of inconſiſtency is man? And | 


what 


. 
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What a ſtrange riddle are monarchs and 
princes? David had experienced the 


protection of divine providence, - when 


almoſt all Ifrael forſook him and joined 


Abſalom, and yet he would know the 
ſtrength of his kingdom, which in truth 
was no ſtrength at all without the favour 
of the Almighty. What ſignify legions, 

my Lords, without God on their ſide ? : 


They are mere nothings. The counte- 


nance of heaven ſupports princes in ſafe- 


ty; and they are never truly ſafe without 
it. As David had ſeen ſo much of 
God's goodneſs in his favour, and had 


been fo frequently delivered from his 
enemies by the immediate providence of 
the Almighty, it would be natural to 
ſuppoſe he ought to have known better 
than to provoke him with an action 
that implied a diſtruſt either of his power 


or his will. The King did know,—hut 
his luſt of power, and the force of vanity | 
got the better of his underſtanding, and 
fences his hearts 


Bur | 
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But how came David to fall into this 
error? My Lords, there were two cauſes 


that operated in bringing about this ma- 


ter. Firſt, the anger of the Lord againſt 
| Iſrael; and ſecondly, the influence of 


Satan the Adverſary, who provoked Da- 


vid to do it. In the beginning of this 
chapter where our text is, it is ſaid : And 


- the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt 


. Iſra?l,—and 1 Chron. xxi. 1. it is added, 


And Satan ſtood up againſt Iſrael, and 


- provoked Davidto number Iſrael. Though 
in the reign of David lfraei behaved bet- 


ter than in any time after, yet there 


were many ſins prevailing during his 
. reign. The King's own family may be 
taken for a ſample of all the reſt of the 


kingdom: His ſons were wicked, and I/ 


civious. Amnon debauched his own fiſter, 
and Abſalom murdered his brother; it is 
manifeſt therefore, that David did not rule 
his own houſe wich that authority he 


. ought to have done. Perhaps, as he 


- himſe!f was inclined to gallantry, he ima- 
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gined that the young Princes might be a 
little indulged, and make free with the 
maids of honour : This is not thought a 
great crime in the families of princes, — 


but it is diſpleaſing to the Lord, becauſe 
it is an evil example to the ſubjects, who 


are ready to cake a pattern from the 


King's houſhold. The pure eyes of Je- 
hovah cannot endure ſuch abominable 


wickedneſs ; it was for ſuch crimes that 


God drove out the Canaanites from be- 


fore the face of Iſrael. If all the fami- 


lies through the kingdom were like that 


of the king, what ſtraoge ſcenes would 


there be in Iſrae!? Had there been a 


court like Doctors Commons in the land, 
there would have been plenty of buſineſs 


for the Civilians and Doctors. It is al- 
ways a ſign of great depravity of manners 
when men of that character have much 


buſineſs ; and it is alſo a ſure token of 


the downfall of an empire, when /aſci- 
wiouſneſs prevails without ſhame and 


There 
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There were alſo murders committed 
that were not puniſhed according to law. 
Joab, the chief captain of the king's. 
troops, had murdered two righteous 
perſons more worthy than himſelf, and 
yet the king ſtill employed him: This 


was contrary, to the law, which requi- 


red, that murder ſhould. be puniſhed with. 
death. No ſovereign can have a prero- 
gative to pardon murder. If a nation 
grant, or a King aſſume, ſuch a preroga- 
tive, he and that nation commence a war- 


fare with heaven, and muſt expect that 
providence will vindicate the claim of in- 


nocent blood, againſt both King and peo- 


ple. David's own ſons, Abſalom and An. 


non, both deſerved death according to 
the law,. yet the King winked at their 


_ crimes, and received Abſalom into favour 
after he had killed his brother, without 
either judge or jury, or judgment paſſed 


upon him. However David's natural 


affection might prevail, yet the law ought | 
to have been dearer to him than a ſon; 
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for, by his indulgence of his own family, 


he ſer an example to all his ſubjects to 
ravfgreſ the Jaw, and to. bring down 


the vengeance of heaven upon them for 


their offences. For ſuch offences as 


theſe now mentioned, as well as for the 


murder of Uriah the Hittite, God was 


diſpleaſed both with the King and Iſrael. 
He therefore withheld that fayour and 


grace which would have defended him in 
che hour of temptation.” The adverſary, 
when he aſſaulted him, found him unaſ- 
ſiſted, and made an eaſy conqueſt of him. 
When divine aid is not afforded, Satan 
will ſoon overcome all the fortitude of 
the ſtrongeſt principles of philoſophy. 


It would appear that this adverſary knew 


the rime to provoke the King of rae); 

he did it when the Lord was angry With 

both the' King and the people, when he 

| knew that God would give no aid in the 
hour of temptation. It was eaſy for Sa- 
tan to know this, both from his own ex- 

perietice in the world, and from the ſins 


N h 1 


282891 


__ 


MINISTERS or STATE 


he ſaw abounding. Times of ſinning will 


always be times of tempration alſo; ſor 


when men ſin from principles of luſt, of 
their own accord, it 1s but juſt that 
God let looſe the adyerſary againſt the:n, 
to provoke them to commit ſome tro 
cious deed and to expoſe themſelves, at 


their judgment may appear juſt i in the. 


eyes of the world. 


It is not ſaid that Satan tempted David 
when be committed Adultery with Bath- 
ſheba: 
temptations to this iniquity, becauſe his 
own appetites inclined him ſtrongly 


He needed none of the Devil's 


enough without them. But when men 
do not reſtrain their luſts and paſſions 


from purſuing forbidden pleaſures, it is 


but juſt in God tolet their enemy, Satan, 
lagſe upon them. This is the moſt ſevere. 
judgment that can poſſibly happen to 
any one: for it is ſuffering them to 


puniſh themſelves, by committing one 


ſn, becauſe they have reſolutely 
committed another. Nothing can be 
e „ a ſeverer 
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a ſeverer puniſhment, than to be given 256 


to Satan and to be led captive by him at his 
pleaſure, You ſmile, my Lords, but it 
is is indeed a ſad cafe, and was, on this 
occaſion, the caſe of the King of Iſ- 
rac], I wiſh it may not be your caſe, 


either now or hereafter. If you dave 


committed crimes wilfully and contrary 
to God's law and the conviction of 
your own minds, you may expect that 
ſome ſuch puniſhment as this will befall 


you. If once the Adverſary gets the 
direction of your minds, God knows 


where he may drive you. You ſee what 
a paſs he brought David and 1/rae/ to. 
But what could be David's real inten- 


tion in numbering the people? There is 
one capital reaſon which might be a mo- 


tive with him, and ſhall ſubmit it to your 


lordſhips. He intended to raiſe money by 
_aA-newtax, and wanted toknow who were 


able to contribute towards it. He might 


mean a capitation tax, or perhaps a 1ax 


10 pon houſes, and this. was a ſure method 
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to know the whole extent of what could 
be raiſed, But this thing diſpleaſed 
the Lord, who does not deſire Kings 
_ officers to peep in at every one's door, to 
know the whole amount of what God 
has given them, It is always when mo- 
narchies are going backwards, or come 
to their ſummit, that ſuch ſchemes are 
fallen upon. Virtuous and frugal nations 
need none of Satan's devices to help them. 


It is when the luſts of men are extrava- 


gant, that the Devil comes in to their aid, 
to help them 10 raiſe taxes. If men 


would live virtuouſly, there would be 
no more occaſion for places and penſions 


about courts, than David, on this occa- 


ſion, had for the Adverſary, to * him 


up to number the people. 


But let us ſee what a ſigure the King of 


Iſrael makes, when the Prophet came 


with a meſſage from the Lord to bim, 
deſiring him to chuſe one of three 
things. — Three terrible things indeed! 
but very ſuitable for the purpoſe of hum- 


ping 
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bling the King's pride in glorying in the 
multitude of his ſubjects. Seven years 
famine, — To flee three months before 
the enemy,—or, Three days peſtilence : . 
Which, my Lords, would you have 
choſen ? Neither the firſt nor the laſt 
of theſe, I verily. believe. Hunger you 
could neither abide nor endure, you 
have been ſo long accuſtomed to fulneſs . 
and affluence; the peſtilence you could 
not expect io ward off, for it carries 
away the-great as well as the ſmall. The 
chance of war would have been your choice, 
becauſe you would have imagined, that 
in three months time, thirteen hundred 
thouſand men would have made a good 
reſiſtance, and you yourſelves could have 

ſtayed away from the battle, and ſuffered 


the people to have taken their chance: 


It was, no doubt, my Lords, a pinch- 
ing point :—lt truly was ſo, but David 
made the. wiſeſt choice. He knew the 
Lord was merciful, and that, when no 
ſecond cauſes operated, he never went 

0 
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to extremities. Had David joined bat- 
tle with ſome powerſul enemy, a hun- 


dred, nay, four hundred thouſand might 


have fallen in one day, and in three 


months how many, think ye, might have 
fallen? The Jewiſh month conſiſted of 


thirty days; now, ſuppoſe there had 
been thirty battles in three months, 
there might have been twelve millions of 
people flain, which are more than there 
were in all Iſrael. 


When the paſſions of kind are 


made uſe of by God as a mean to 
execute his judgments, ſuch judgments 


are always more ſevere than if the 
Almighty had executed them himſelf. 


—— is mercies are great, and that 
David knew. The Lord took a ſmall 
ſample of the people, to let the 


King and, the nation know that he was 


juſt and would be obeyed. What were 
ſeyenty thouſand men to what might have 


been, and deſerved to be, deſtroyed? 
Seven years famine, or chree months 


war, 
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war, might have depopulated the whole 
nation. The King of Iſrael knew too: 
well what miſchief war could do; he 
avoided war by all means ;—and famine, 
being a lingering and waſting evil, in 
which even men might have ſom? hand 
alſo, he did not chuſe it ;—but, ſays he, 
let me fall into the hand of the Lord, for 
his mercies are great. — Thus he had uo 
claim but mercy,—a claim, of all others, 
the moſt ſtrong, and in. which the Al- 
mighty takes the greateſt pleaſure. _ 
But let us now conſider David's great 
ſtrait, and ſee how he was delivered out 
of it. What pinched him hard was, 
that his heart ſmote him for his guilt in 


numbering the people; — his conſcience 


reproved him ſharply, becauſe ſomebody 
or other would certainly ſuffer by the 


choice the King ſhould make. He had not 
only fallen into a ſcrape himſelf, but he 
hadbrought all the nation into it along 
with him, The nation appears to * 
given countenance to this fooliſh whim of 

die 


I 
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the King. They ſeem to have been 


ſomething like thoſe people, who are as 


proud of royal magnificence as Kings 
are themſelves. How many foot- 
1h ſubje4s boaſt in the glory of their 
Grand Monarch, and when He is treat- 


ing them as mere flaves, rejoice in his. 


greatneſs, and triumph, in his magnifi- 


cence : They. glory in the armies he 


can raiſe, and boaſt in the number. of his 


ſubjects. All Iſrael would probably be 
curious to know how many ſubjects, 
eſpecially men of war, were in the na- 


tion; and. every tribe would be glad to 
know his own ſtrength: Thus the pride 


and vanity both of the King and the people | 
would be mutual, though for different 


reaſons : But with regard- to both, it 
had the appearance of ruſting to an arm 
of fleſh, and forgetting the extraordinary. 
providence of God that preſerved both 
the King and the people. David ſoon 
became ſenſible of this, and his conſcience 

cc ſmote 


— 
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ſmote him, becauſe he had led the nation 
into a ſnare, They ought to have oppo- 
ſed him and all his officers ; for unleſs 
there had been ſome law for the deed, 
they were not obliged to obey. Sub- 
jects make the ſins of princes their own 
when they give them countenance. It 
pinched David ſore when he found the 
dilemma he was in and the alternative 
he was brought to. Which ever way 
he determined, death was the iſſue, and 
the King himſelf was equally in danger 
as any of his ſubjects. There is ſtill 
ſomething of generoſity in the King's tem- 
per; he was neither hardened in fin, nor 
gloried in what he had done; but when 
he ſaw his error, he was forry for it; not 

ſo much on his own account, as on ac- 
count of his people, There is ſome- 
thing great and noble in that ſentence, 
my Lords: Let thy hand, I pray thee, be 
againſt me and my father's Houſe, but as 
fr theſe Hache wheat have they done! / aa b 
ceuld 
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could not endure the thoughts of ihe 
people ſuffering on account of his pride 


and ambition. O, my Lords! I wiſh 


you would infuſe this ſentiment into the 
mind of your maſter, as far as your in- 


fluence can, It is really worthy of a 


King ;—it deſerves to be written in /et- 
ters of gold. Many princes would never 


have thought of {ach a thing as this,— 
they would have imputed the whole af- 


fair to ſome malignity in the feaſon, or 
ſecond cauſe, which happened in the 
courſe of nature. But Dayid ſaw the 


true cauſe and confeſſed it; have finnet. 


and done wickedly.—— The ſtrait that 


David was in was the greater as there 


was no puniſhment. My Lords, there 


was an angel of Jehovah employed in 
this affair, which made himſelf yifible to 


David. Theſe miniſtering ſpirits can per- 


form ſtrange things; they can not only 
bring the peſtilence, but deſtroy whole 
hoſts. An angel of the Lord deſtroyed, 


iu 
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in the camp of the Aſſyrians, in one 
night, an hundred ee and froe 
thouſand men. 


It is a ſufficient reafon why all men 
who engage in a cauſe, ſhould conſider 
whether or no it is the cauſe of God or 
whether it is contrary to his moral will; 
for that cauſe which God is againſt 
cannot proſper, and thoſe who promote 
it will be puniſhed. And theſe an- 
gels, my Lords, are always ready at the 
nod f their Lord, to execute his will, 


and, though not. always viſible, have 
great power. No force is able to oppoſe 


them, — they care nothing for trains & 


artillery nor Yee in battle-array--But even 


without theſe ſervants, the divine rebuke 
will oyerturn a thouſand immoral ſchemes. 


Hear what the. Pſalmiſt ſays, There brake 


he the arrows of the bow, the ſhield, and 
the ſword and the battle. Thou art more 


| ae Rt mountains of prey : The ſtout- 


287 ie are ſpoiled, they bave Sept ther. 
lech, 
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fleep, and none of the men of might have 


found their hands. At thy rebuke, O God 
of Facob, both their chariot and horſe are 
 cajt into a deep /leep.* In a word, there is 
nothing but embarraſſments attend an 
ill cauſe. This David found in his pre- 
ſent caſe.— But how was he delivered 
out of his ſtrait and embarraſſment? 
Perhaps, my Lords, you will ſcarcely 
light upon the true cauſe. He was di- 
rected to offer a ſacrifice, and to flee to th? 
. bload of atonement. A view of an atone- 
ment reſolved all his doubts and remo- 
ved all his fears. My Lords, would 
you, when you are embarraſſed with dif- 


ficucties ariſing from your own ſins, turn 


your views to the Croſs of Chriſt, you 
would find more relief, than from all the 


conſultations in the cabinet. For if you 


have ſinned, as you dare not ſay you 
have not, this view would be the moſt 
| likely means to change your hearts, and 
. diſpel all your fears. If you once look- 

ed 


* P/a/m Ixx i. 4 
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ed truly upon him whom you have pierced, 
you would mourn for what you have done, 
and would do fo no more; and you 
would find a reafon of hope in the work 
of Feſus, that would deliver you out 
of all your ſtraits, You will perhaps 

think this ſtrange doctrine. But, my 
Lords, 1 could not conclude this diſ- 
courſe, without bringing in this ſub- 
ject. It is worth all that you ever will 
be worth in the world: — - Aud if you 
do not conſider it ſeriouſly, I would 
not be in your places for ten thouſand 
times your penſions, The Apoſtle 
tells you ſeriouſly, that # is the blood 
of Feſus Chriſt that cleanſeth from all 
fin.——Dayid never was relieved from 
his ſtraits till he was directed to take a 
view, chrough a typical ſacrifice, of the 
atonement of the Meſſiah, who was to 


come. Toa have an advantage over 
the King of Iſrael : 


all things writ- 


ten in Moſes and the. Prophets, concern- 


ing | 
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ing Chriſt, are fulfilled, -and you can 
read theſe bleſſed words, — It is finiſhed. 
. — Were you to ſtudy this glorious 
ſubject, it would make very different 
men of you, and deliver you both 
from your guilt and blunders ;—you 
would ſhake hands with the kingdoms 
of this world, and bid farewell to all 
wars and fightings, Amen. 5 
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SERMON K. 


2 CHRON. W. 11. 


And Aſa cried unto the Lord bis God: 
And ſaid, O Lord! it is nothing with 
thee to help with many, or with then 
that have no power ; help us, O Lord 
our God: for we reſt on thee, and in 

thy name go againſt this multitude. —— 

So the Lord ſmote the Athiopians be- 

fore Aſa, and before Judah, and the 

ee fled. 
„ 

SA, King of Egypt, was, on this 


occaſion, in a great ſtrait, but 


nothing like that which David was in. 
Aſa had only a great hoſt of ÆEthiopians 
to contend en, but David had che 

Lord 
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Lord for his enemy. When the Al- 
mighty is on the (fide of a nation, no 
hoſt can ſubdue it. An hoſt of a 
thouſind thouſand men, with three 
hundred chariots beſides, came againſt 
Judah, What a prodigious army was 
this, my lords? Your ten thouſands 
and five thouſands and twelve thouſands 
were nothing when compared to this 
boſt. Such a number of men were fit 
to eat up a whole contivent. The King 
| of Judah had ſcarcely half the On 
when he went out againſt them, ard | 
would appear that he did not truſt to the 
valour of his trocps, or to their being 
better ſkilled in war than their enemies, 
fl He took a better method :—he betook 
himſelf ro the Lord of Ilolls. This, in 
our times, would be accounted weakneſs 
in a prince, and his nobles would laugh 
at him were he to whine and pray in 
the manner Aſa did. It is highly pro- 
pable he would be called a coward. 
But what is very extraordinary, we do- 
1 not- 
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not read. in all "WEE of a people 


who turned to the Lord and put their 


truſt in him, were ever defeated by their 
enemies; nor do we, in any one in- 
ftance, hear of a people that put their 
rruſt in the Almighty, till chey were con- 
vinced of their ſin and error There 


are ſome inſtances of people performing ; 


acts of devotion when they were in diſ- 
treſs, and yet atthe fame time they cleaved: 
to their iniquities; but this was never 
attended with any good conſequences. 
The people of Iſrael faſted and per form- 


ed many acts of devotion, in the days of 


the prophet Iſaiah, but they continued 


to commit acts of oppreſſion and to live 
in pride and luxury. It was otherwiſe 


in he days of %, King of Judah: The 
whole nation reſormed and turned to the 


Lord, and the Eord was with them, 


The ſtate of the nation, before the reign 


ot Aſa, was very like ſome modern na- 
tions in Europe. Azariah, the ſon of 
bed,; gires a melancholy account of the 


- ſtate: 
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Fate of the nation before: Aſa came 40 
the throne. Noto for a long ſeaſon lſracl 
hath been.withqut the true God, and with- 

* out a teaching prieſt, and without lau; 
but when they .in their trouble, aid turn 
unto the T.ord God of Ijrael, end, ſought | 

Him, he was found of them. And in thoſe 

ines there was no peace to him that wert 
out, nor to him that came in, but great 
vexations were upon all the inhabitants of 

the countries. And nation was deſtroyed 
ll of nationand city of city ; for God did vex 
them with all adverſity.* That is a moſt 
ſhocking account of the ſtate of nations, 
To be without the true God;—without | 
a teaching prieſt, without law. Could | 
| any thing be worſe? There were great [ 

plenty of prieſts, bur they did not teach F 

the people the law. There were idle 

prieſts, drunken prieſts, and voruptuous | 
prigſte, in abundance, ho deyoured _ |} 
8 


the fat and fed themſelves, but did no- 
thing, — They were ſomething like mo- 
dern Biſhops, and many * ther clergys 
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oppreſſion. 


ſucceeded. 
was not the firſt time that King Aſa had 
ſought the Lord, for he ſpeaks as if be 

had been acquainted with him, and had 
a particular intereſt in him. O Lord our 
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who tovoar thouſands without preaching 
once 1n the year, | 


It is vain for any country to expect 


tha God will protect it, when the peo- 


ple are given to diva; idleneſs and 
Before Aſa engaged this 
hoſt he ſet the Lord before lim, and 
It would appear that this 


God! wwe reſt on thee. My Lords, it is 


not every one that can ſpeak in this 
manner. Such as truſt to their own wit- 
dom, or to an arm of, fleſh, have no ſuch 


confidence; theſe ſay in their hearts, we 


truſt to the good ſchemes we have deviſed, 
E to the goodneſs of our troops, —and 
to the {kill of our officers: © What are a 
| thouſand thouſands to five hundred thou- 


ſand men of valour, with good officers 
upon their head. 


True, my Lords, but 


ow many do you reckon the Almighty 
e N 
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w— 


may ſtand for? The battle is not al- 
ways to the ſtrong, more than the race 
to the ſwift. [he King of Judah knew, 
that without the protection of Provi- 
_ dence valour would do little; he there- 
fore began at the right end of his work, 


and, like a humble dependent ſuppliant, 


made his requeſts known to the God of 


Battles, and humbly begged his aſſiſtance. | 


How humbly does he expreſs himſelf? 
It is nothing with thee to help «&hether 
with many, or with them that have 
no power. This was a fair acknowledge- 
ment that no force could prevail agaiaſt 
God's will, and that the ſkill and va- 
lour of troops are good for nothing ex- 
cept the Almighty be upon their fide. 


The people that are called in this 


place Athiopians, are in the Hebrew cal- 


led Ciſhites, a prope, in Arabia, and not 
in Africa, where the Ahiopians have 
their country; theſe were probably ſome 
of the children of thoſe who had been 
criven out of Palaſtine by the Children of 


IIrael, 
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Iſrael, and wanted to recover their ori- 
gina! rights and poſleſſions z but, as their 
Fathers were driven out of the Jand on 
account of their wickedneſs, and on that 
account forteited their right, ſo the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael had their right eſtabliſhed 
by a long preſcription. It was therefore 
an unjuſt war on the part of the Cuſhites, 
and an invaſion of the rights and proper- 
ties of others. They could neither aſk 
nor expect tke divine aſſiſtance, if they 
had been fo diſpoſed, in ſuch an enter- 
Prize. There is ſomething, my Lords, 
exceedingly prophane in aſking the aſſiſt- 
ance of the Almighty, to fupport a cauſe 
w hich is not founded in truth and natural 
juſtice : There is a vaſt difference be- 
tween a nation defending its own rights, 
and attacking others for the ſake of do- 
minion. A robber may as well aſk aſſiſt- 
ance of the Lord to render him ſucceſsful 
on the highway, as a nation aſk aid of 
Heaven, for power to increaſe its do- 
; Minion over others. Ihe cauſes for 
| authorizing 


MINISTERS or STATE zi 


authorizing mankind to aſk affiſtance 
of God, are very plain; there need 
be no diſpute concerning thzm; and 
if ever there is any diſpute about a cauſe 
where blood is to be ſhed, thoſe who 
mean to attack ſhould deſiſt from the un- 
dertaking. If they proceed, they will 


ſind it bitterneſs in the latter end. Ihe 
caſe with reſpect to Aſa and the People 
&f Iſraci was clear; the Cuſbites came to 
invade. and lay waſte their countiy ;“ 


they could not, therefore, without 


impiety, implore- afſiſtance of the Lord 
Againſt unjuſt oppreſſion, But it was 
otherwiſe with the invaders: Heaven 
could not help being againſt them, un- 
Jeſs they had been ſent for a ſcourge to. 
Judah on account-of the ſins of the peo- 
Pile. It is not even Jawful to aſk of God 


any more power againſt our enemies, 


than to be able to deſend 6urſelves againft' 
them; to do to them as they have done 
to us, is making ourſelves as bad as tliey” 


| C. 


The- 
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The King and the people of fu "OY at 
this time, ſeem to have had all their con- 
fidence in the Almighty, and as a teſti- 
mony hereof, immediately after the war, 
they ſet about a thorough reformation. 
Inſtead of being corrupted with the plun- 
ders of the war, and the booty which 

they took from the enemy, they devoted 

themſelves to the ſervice of the Almighty, 

and reformed all the errors and abuſes F 
the nation. They entered into a cove- 
nant with God, and put away all idolatry. 
out of the lane. „My Lords, this has not 
been the caſe with Great Britain ; : for, 
though ſhe was ſucceſoful in the laſt war, 
and Providence ſmiled upon her enter- 
prizes, yer, ſince the commencement ot 
the peace, inſtead of grætitude to God, 

all manner of wickedneſs has abounded. 

The riches which has been beſtowed 
upon individuale, has been waſted upon 
Sinful p- egſures, and a contempt of reli- 
giou has attended our riches. If Heaven 

7 give Eritain Þ roſperi! Yin her preſent un- 
e dertakings, 
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dertakings, it is more than ſhe has reaſon 
to expect, from her preſent character. 


The moſt, that can be ſaid of theſe nations 


at preſent, is, that God may make them, 


like the Aſſyrians, the rod of his anger, to 


ſcourge other people, but he will do with 
them, in the end, as he did with the Aſly- 


rians,— th roꝛo the rod into the fire. This 
is not courtly ſtyle, but yet it is plain, 


and the principles upon which it is found- 


ed are plain alſo. You muſt not imagine 
that Providence is an idle ſpectator of 
what your Lordſhips are about. No, my 
Lords, you will find it otherwiſe ſome 
time or other. If you want to be deliver- 
ed from the dilemma you are in, take an 


example ſrom Aſa and his people. Begin, 


carry on, and ſupport a reformation of 
manners, and flee to the Lord. Itis 


not a mean thing to ſerve the Lord. 


Kings and nobles may do it without diſ- 
grace,—yea, they may do it with honour 
to themſelves. Unleſs they do it, they 
Will never be great in any thing, except 
EL Rs that 
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that they will be great ſinners. There is 
not fo much danger in reforming, and 


turning to God, as in carrying on a ruin- 
ous war: the one is good for both foul 
and body ; the other is dangerous to both. 


It requires no expence to reform the man- 


ners of a nation, and by doing it you will 


need nenher additional taxes, nor be 
plagued witheltimating the ſtrength of the 


nation to raiſe money. You need only, as 


good magiſtrates, endeavour to make all 
things leſs expenſive, by preferring laws 
to check pride and extravagance, and 


promote true ſelf-denial. That imaginary 
greatneſs which you aſpire after, is really 


meanneſs; there is more true greatneſs 
in being /ike Feſus Chriſt, in humility, mer- 
cy and #ecekneſ5, than in all that gaudy 


glory which great men are fond of. Were 


you as aſſiduous in promoting temper- 
ance, meekneſs, judgment and faith, as 
you have been in promoting worldly glo- 


ry, you might have paid off all the nation- 


1 am 
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I am now, my Lords, going to take 
my leave of you, and would recommend 
to you, in your preſent dilemma, to read 


over the chapter where the text is, and 
the two following ones; you will find 
fome leflons there even worthy of Mini- 
ers of State to learn and practice. You 
will there ſee a ſovereign humbling him- 


ſelf before the Almighty, and his people 
joining with him; an army of five hun- 


dred thouſand men, truſtiag in the God 


of Battles, more than jn their own 
ſtrength: A battle gained, and a great 


enemy ſubdued by the power of the Lord 


of Hoſts. And what is more, you will 
ſee the conquerors devoting themſelves, 


and all they were poſſeſſed of, to the 
Mo High,—All Judah rejoicing at the 


_ _ eath, of God, and the kingdom enjoying 
peace and proſperity. Theſe are things 
 worthyof your moſt ſerious conſideration, 
and ougnt to occupy your thoughts more 
than worldly dignity or riches. The 
faſhion of this world paſſeth away, my 
5 Lords, 


WW . 12 — = * Pn hy — a 
bn EG ES DES In r 
— A bo S. —_— * as 
2 a 


— — R 


294 8 E R M O N STE 


Lords, the ſtage that you now act upon 
will be removed, the curtains withdrawn, 
and all your myſteries of State revealed. 
In a little while, all the world will be let 
into your greateſt ſecrets. You ſtare ! 
But, my Lords, it is true. God will 
bring every work into judgment, with every 
ſecret thing, whether it be good or evil. 
Do you ſay, if that was the caſe, your bi- 
ſhops and chaplains would have told you? 
My Lords, they have no heart to ſpeak 
truth, they dare not ſpeak plain for fear 
of oftending rhe higher powers, by whom 
they live, and by whoſe influence 'they 
have their honours. They would be 
_ obliged to tell you the ſame thing that l 
am telling you now, if their pride and in- 


tereſt would let them. My Lords, I want 


none of your fayours, nor do' I fear any 
of your frowns I wiſh you better than 
even they do: And every man is your 
friend that will tell you the truth. I con- 
ider it a duty to pray for all in authority, 


bdut at the ſame time account it juſtice to 
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point out truth to them. Men may be-- 
come your enemies for telling you the 
truth, as was the caſe with: the Apoſtle 
Paul at Galatia; but they are your rrugſt 
and be friends, and you ought to account 
them ſo. My Lords, I ſhall conclude 
with wiſhing that God may ſo open your 
eyes, that you may fee your errors. — 
give you hearts to forſake them, and a- 
mend your ways, forgive all your iniqui- 
ties, and pardon your fins, and make you 
take ſhame and ſorrow to yourſelves. for 
what you have done; that, though your 
works ſhould be conſumed as hay and 
fubble, yet you yourſelves may be faved, 
though it ſhould be as by fire. May 
the King and the People live in love and 
peace, and may the God of loye and 
peace be with them. Amen. 
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